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Vehicles At Holtville Car Show Wow The Crowd
If you are a car lover,

Holtville was the place to be last
Saturday. The weather was
almost perfect and the cars were
even better.

The Fifth Annual Holtville
Car Show found representatives
and their vehicles from 25 differ-
ent clubs on display on Holt
Avenue. Some members of the
hosting Holtville Car Club only
had to drive a couple of blocks to
get there, while others had drives
of two hours or more.

Trophies and award plaques
were given out in a wide range of
categories but the judges had a
tough time as the caliber of vehi-
cles is improving every year.

See additional photos
on pages 6 & 10

SOME RARE AND UNUSUAL vehicles made the trip for
Holtville Car Club’s annual show last weekend, with most needing
a close look to take in all the details. The weather was almost per-
fect for the event and the cars gets better every year.

THE QUALITY OF the vehicles on display at the Fifth Annual
Holtville Car Show last Saturday had to be seen to be appreciat-
ed. There was something for everyone and every spectator was
sure to find a car or truck that they loved.

Holtville State of City Address Hails
Infrastructure, Sheriff's Pact, Retail Expansion

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Celebrating 110 years as a
California city, Holtville took
pride in recent accomplishments
during its State of the City
address at the May 15 city coun-
cil meeting.

In a cheery address focused
on positive developments rather
than difficulties, Mayor Richard
Layton admitted he was blessed
to be part of the council that hon-
ored the first 100 years and
inferred the city has achieved
nearly as much in the decade
since its centennial. 

A great stride of the last 10
years is the ground beneath resi-
dents’ feet as road improvements
advanced by leaps and bounds,
he said. Major reconstruction

projects advanced on Fern,
Grape and Walnut avenues as
well as Fourth, Sixth and Ninth
Streets.

"The city roadways continue
to be the envy of Imperial
Valley," said Layton. "And we
have invested in our recreational
choices in Holtville, improving
existing facilities and creating
some new ones--skate park, vol-
unteer built, and the Pete
Mellinger Alamo River Trail con-
necting the skate park to Earl
Walker Park."

He also praised the Imperial
Valley Veteran's Day Parade host-
ed by Holtville since 2015 that is
owing to the tireless efforts of
Kim Vincent of the American
Legion Auxiliary. 

"The city took the monthly
Farmers Markets over once again

last year and those events are
great community get-togethers,"
said Layton.

Still, improvement could not
have happened without stable
financial footing. The number of
city employees had grown to an
unsustainable 30, but through
attrition 22 are achieving the
same work load and Holtville
will pass its fifth consecutive
budget with a small surplus,
Layton boasted. 

One of the standout success-
es, he added, is the partnership
with the Imperial County
Sheriff’s Office proceeding so
well the first five-year contract
was renewed in 2015 for another
five years. Data on crime in the
city since the Sheriff’s Office
replaced the city police depart-
ment was not included in the

presentation.
As for the future, Layton said

after a dearth of construction the
extension of the Alamo River
Trail linking up the Holtville
Wetlands is expected to be built
in fall 2018 with $3 million in
grant funds from the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation. 

The Dollar General Store
begins construction soon sharing
half the mobile home park on
Fifth and Palm Streets, he said. 

Residents have set their sights
on the future's horizon as city
infrastructure improves along
with flourishing parks and an
overall enhanced quality of life in
Holtville, Layton said, explain-
ing, "I'm definitely proud of help-
ing start many of those great
things now." 

IIDDivision 5 Challengers Urge Change, Incumbent Lauds Record
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Candidates for the Imperial
Irrigation District 5 seat on May
9 voiced firm visions for the way
they would like to configure the
public utility in a candidate
forum at the IID Condit
Auditorium in El Centro. 

The forum was co-sponsored
by the Coalition of Labor,
Agriculture and Business and the
Imperial Valley Vegetable
Growers Association. The pri-
mary election takes place on
June 5. If no candidate gets more
than 50 percent of the vote the
top two finishers will compete in
a run off on Nov. 6.

Of the five candidates seek-
ing office only two appeared at
the forum - incumbent Norma
Sierra Galindo and challenger

Carlos Zaragoza. Luis Castro
declined to respond to the invita-
tion, James Horn did not appear
and Ruben Cazares was unable
to attend due to an out-of-town
work commitment, said debate
moderator David Canez.

Zaragoza said, "The reason
I'm running is everyone com-
plains about government but
qualified people are loath to lend
their experience and knowledge
to fix it. The IID is rife with con-
flicts of interest, nepotism and
allegedly appears (involved
with) insider deals."

Zaragoza pointed out there is
unfettered development in the
coastal regions where weather is
cooler and amenities are better.
Yet their residents cannot bathe
or flush toilets without water.
Imperial County has the water
but its lives and lifestyles do not

matter to them, he said. The
Imperial Valley has high levels
of  air pollution due to the drying
up of the Salton Sea. 

"The Salton Sea lakebed has
had decades of minerals, insecti-
cide, herbicide and fertilizer
deposits waiting to dry up and go
up in the air," he said. "Asthma
and allergy sufferers will be the
first to suffer. This is environ-
mental disaster in the making
and our elected officials do not
care."

He added, "Groups in the
Salton Sea held interminable
studies on the effects, if the sea
dries up. Their studies concluded
when something is drying up, the
solution is to add more wet stuff.
They have been kicking the can
down the road for 15 years and
now the road has dead-ended." 

Zaragoza remarked the IID

lawsuit to appeal the ruling that
rendered void the Equitable 

Continued on Page 3
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Week of May 21st
safeTALK

(Originally aired on May 2017)
safeTALK prepares community members to identify persons with

thoughts of suicide and connect them safely to suicide first aid
resources. Join us as we explore how to build a suicide-safer 

community.

Daniela Hernandez, LMFT
Program Supervisor

Adult El Centro Anxiety & Depression Clinic

Semana del 21 de mayo
CHARLAsegura (Conocida en ingles como safeTALK)

(Originalmente transmitido en mayo 2017)
Es un entrenamiento que prepara a los miembros de la comunidad a identi-
ficar a las personas con pensamientos de suicidio y los conecta, de manera
segura con los recursos de primeros auxilios del suicidio. Únase a nosotros
mientras exploramos cómo construir una comunidad segura para prevenir el

suicidio. 
Oscar Aguilar

Terapeuta con Licencia Estatal
Trabajador Social Clínico 

PEI ICBHS-El Centro
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Woman’s Club of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAY 17:  Sawyer Jarett Hilfiker, Chris Strahm, Haper Fjeldsted, Jared
Denning Brady, Charles Garcia, Leticia V. Groom†.
MAY 18: Lucas Gage Allagranza, Marina Wilson, Peyton Louise Brown,
Adeline Selah Hilfiker, Paul Chambers, Karen Vogel, Eddie Tanori†.
MAY 19: Emily Johnson Hawking, Jennifer Downs.
MAY 20: Urbie De La Rosa, Ella Hoyt, Marian Schaffner†.
MAY 21: Jag Gil, Jennifer Holdridge, David Torres, Pat Kramer, Ron
Gallaher, Cody Hoberg.
MAY 22: Molly Massoud, Bryce Smith, Norma Torres.
MAY 23: Carly Schaffner, Dough Gyram, Connor Anthony Lydon, Desi
Von Flue.

Anniversaries
MAY 18: Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Salcido
MAY 19: Mr. & Mrs. Ben Williams
MAY 21: Mr. & Mrs. Sammy Nelson, Mr. & Mrs. Erich Hoberg
MAY 23: Mr. & Mrs. MIke Omlin

Members Of The
CNPA

Calendar
Bingo Bingo Bingo! 

Join us at The American Legion and Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, Corrner of 6th
& Cedar Ave. Thursday, 24th, June 7th & 21st.
Doors open at 5 p.m. Bingo begins at 6 p.m. Public
is welcome. Please support our Veterans and Active
Duty Service Members, they support you!

Holtville Pop Warner Football & Cheer Signups
June 2, July 7, July 21, 2018 - 1 to 4 pm at
Cornerstone Community Church, 126 E. Sixth St.

Pine School Graduation
Tuesday, June 5th

Holtville Middle School Graduation
Wednesday, June 6th

Holtville High School Graduation
Thursday, June 7th

Last Day of School
Thursday, June 7th

Ice Cream Social
Friday, June 8th from 6 - 9 p.m.

Woman’s Club of Holtville Calendar of Events
May 2018

May 17 -  Bunco 6:00 p.m.
May 22 -  Executive Board Meeting 9:30 a.m.
May 23 -  Thursday Bridge 11:30 a.m.
May 23 - Beginning Bridge 5:30 p.m.
May 24 -  Card Party Potluck Luncheon 12:00 noon
May 25 -  Museum Lecture 6:00 p.m.
May 30 -  Speech Contest 1:30 p.m.

The Imperial Irrigation
District Board of Directors
recently approved a service
agreement with Enalasys
Corporation to implement the
Quality AC Tune-Up Program.

The program enables IID res-
idential and commercial cus-
tomers to have a professional
contractor check their AC sys-
tems at no cost. The free service
includes:
•  Duct test and seal.
•  Refrigerant charge adjustment.

•  The program covers up to one
pound (16 oz.) of R22 and/or
410A refrigerant. Should a unit
require more than one pound of
refrigerant, the cost associated
with the additional amount shall
be covered by the customer.
•  Inspection of all electrical
connections and tightening, if
needed.
•  Inspection of all moving parts
and lubrication, if needed.
•  Inspection of condensate
drain. Inspection of system con-

trols and thermostat settings.
•  Cleaning of evaporator and
condenser air conditioning coils.
(Split systems equipped with the
air handler in the attic are
excluded from this service due
to their inaccessibility.)

To sign up for the Quality AC
Tune-Up Program, call 1-877-
476-7392 or register at
www.greennet.com/secure/login/
signup.taf?program=iid_cooling

The link is also available on
the IID’s website: www.iid.com

On Friday, May 25th, the
Pioneer's Lecture Series will be
presenting author Miroslava
Chavez-Garcia. Giving voice to
the migrant experience,
Miroslava will give a talk on her
book, Migrant Longing.

The book is a collection of
300 letters exchanged between
her parents and other family
members across the U.S.-
Mexican border starting in 1910

till the 1960s.
Doors open at 5:45 p.m.

Please call ahead of time if you
wish to join for the dinner. If you
forego dinner, plan to be there by
6:30 p.m. when the lecture
begins.

The cost is $10.00 per person
for the meal. The lecture by itself
is free

Please call the museum to
make reservations before 4:00 on

Thursday, May 24 at 760 352-
3211

Chavez-Garcia is a professor
in the history department at
UCSB and will be the presenter
at the last museum lecture before
the summer hiatus. 

She is the daughter of a long-
time field worker from Brawley
and will have copies of her book
for sale at the lecture.

Representatives of the
Mexican Consulate in Calexico
will be at the Holtville branch of
the Meyer Memorial Library on
Saturday to assist with obtaining
documents from Mexico or advice
on various issues and programs.

The program will take place
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the library
at 101 East Sixth Street.

Among the documents that
can be obtained are a Mexican
passport, consular ID card, birth
certificate, birth registration for

both children and adults, and a
voting ID card.

Information on commiunity,
education, cultural and health pro-
grams will be available, as will
advice on legal immigration, labor
and criminal issues.

Brawley Author to Be Guest Lecturer

IID Offering Free AC Service

Woman’s Club Donates To Library

At the May 2nd. meeting of
the Woman’s Club of Holtville,
Lorenza Carpenter and Gina
Camacho, from the Holtville
Meyer Memorial Library, were
present to give their yearly
library presentation.

After the presentation,
President Deborah Thornburg
was happy to donate a check that
goes towards new library books
and educational projects.

One of the items brought out
during the presentation was how
grateful the library is to the
Rotary Club. Free of cost, the
Rotary Club did an outstanding
job of cutting down the termite
infested trees in front of the
library; and not only that, they
donated (and planted) two new
trees. As part of the package, they

also did some exterior repainting,
giving the library a cleaner, more
inviting look. Thank you, Rotary
Club!

Our community library is a
valuable free source of knowl-
edge for the area. We much
appreciate all the programs
offered there. Programs and
activities such as: reading groups,
a yearly summer program,
Children's Day, painting classes,
and knitter classes, to name just a
few.

The library counts on the help
of many community volunteers
who donate of their time. Bunny
Hartshorn, Dorothy Kelly, and
Yolanda Gutierrez are three
Woman's Club members who are
an example of this. Thank you,
ladies!

Mex. Consulate To Be In Holtville Sat.

HOLTVILLE LIBRARIAN LORENZA CARPENTER receives a
check for new books and educational projects from Woman’s
Club President Deborah Thornburg.
PHOTO COURTESY WOMAN’S CLUB OF HOLTVILLE
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IID Division 5......................................................from front page
Distribution Plan of 2013, which
capped the amount of water
farmers within the IID service
area could use per acre of land,
has wasted too much ratepayer
money on litigation.

Galindo said IID needs inde-
pendent thinkers and innovation.

"I worked to protect
California's water rights and
hold the state accountable to
work for a smaller yet sustain-

able Salton Sea," she said. "I'm
running for re-election because I
want to ensure that a select
group of farmers does not gain
control of our water rights, and
continue to strive for a compe-

tently run energy department in
order to maintain independ-
ence."

As an IID director Galindo
explained one of her best accom-
plishments was helping reduce
the price of water as municipali-
ties were charged 60 percent
more than farmers per acre foot.
"So I proposed all water users
pay the amount what the farmers
were and are still paying," she
said. "This saved the city of
Calexico over $250,000 annual-
ly, as well as El Centro, Imperial,
Brawley Imperial and Holtville."

Galindo said the best way
forward to restore the Salton Sea
is to assure passage of
Proposition 68, the parks bond
bill on the June ballot that
includes $200 million for the
sea's mitigation.

"It is up to us to ensure we
preserve our senior water rights
for our own use in agriculture,
industry and domestic uses as
the Southwest continues in

drought; our water is more pre-
cious each day," she said.

Cazares delivered a state-
ment that was read at the forum.
If elected he vowed to devote
his full time to serving on the
IID board. Cazares noted he is a
strong supporter of agriculture
since it made modern living in
Imperial Valley possible. He is
happy IID's fallowing program
has ended since that would lead
to more air pollution. 

But he criticized IID for hid-
ing the cost of its legal counsel
and allowing nepotism in its
executive and legal depart-
ments. 

"I will not attempt to use my
position to have my relatives
employed by IID or IID ven-
dors," said Cazares. "I supported
the vote to change the election
process for IID to division only.
Lastly, I want to promote turn-
ing our college students into
leaders and engineers of the
IID."

IID DISTRICT 5 CANDIDATES Carlos Zaragoza and Norma Sierra Galindo prepare for a debate
last Wednesday in El Centro.   WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOGRAPH

JOAN THORNBURG, Essay Contest Chair, presents first place
essay contest winner Emily Stacey with a check.
PHOTOS COURTESY WOMAN’S CLUB OF HOLTVILLE

SECOND PLACE WINNER Valeria Estrada and third place win-
ner Ana Tolentino are recognized by Joan Thornburg

Eighth Graders Win Woman’s Club Essay Contest
The Eighth Grade Essay

Contest awards also took place
during the Scholarship

Luncheon. We thank the girl's
Holtville Middle School's eighth
grade teacher, Mrs. Levette Stiff,

for encouraging them and giving
them the needed guidance.
1st. Place: Emily Stacey 

Please take the time to read her
winning essay - a piece of cre-
ative fiction - included at the

end. 
2nd. Place: Valeria Estrada
3rd. Place: Ana Tolentino

Halloween Night
by Emily Stacey

It was Halloween night; my
friend Bobby and I decided to
sneak out of the house around
midnight, and go to a haunted
house on Orange Street. Bobby
dressed up like a ghost, with a
white, long-sleeved shirt, pants,
black shoes, and a mask. When
he put on the mask, his blond hair
stuck up from the top of his head
and his blue eyes popped. I really
didn’t want to dress up for
Halloween, so I just put on a
black, long-sleeved top, pants
with stars, and white shoes. I put
my long blonde hair in a messy
bun, and a little bit of winged eye

liner around my blue eyes.
As we left my house, there

was a full moon that night and it
lit the way. The “haunted" house
was about two miles away. There
were all kinds of rumors about
how a couple had been murdered
in that very same house. As the
urban legend went, one turned
into a zombie and the other
turned into a ghost. We were
going to check this out.

The house was gated and the
house was broken down and
eerie. There were dead trees trees
surrounded it. When I opened the
gate, it let out a loud, rusty
squeak. We followed the

Continued on Page 10

Winning Essay
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Woman’s Club of Holtville Awards Scholarships

YAHAIRA CORTEZCARLOS RENDON SARAH GUZMAN

MEGAN SALCIDOERICA THORNBURG LAUREN LAYTON

High School Education For Life

Placing in first place for the
Woman's Club of Holtville and
also, 2nd Place in the De Anza
District was Carlos Rendon of
Holtville High School. 

Carlos ranks  No. 5 out of 127
students, and plans to attend the
University of California in San
Diego. His field of study will be
Biology, with a medical school
emphasis in Radiology. He is also
a very straight-forward and per-
sonable young man.

His résumé is impressive:
he’s already been accepted into
four universities; attended a resi-
dency program at the University
of California San Diego, during
2017; gone to the MEDPEP Pre-
Health and Resource Fair at the
University of California Los
Angeles; and during his sopho-
more year, two of his art cre-
ations were exhibited at the
Imperial Valley Fair. The list
goes on and on.

Most impressive of all, he is a
student who plans to give back to
society. As he states on his essay,
“I want to work somewhere that
needs healthcare professionals,
so I can provide services to peo-
ple who are disadvantaged. I also
want to bring awareness and per-
suade other practitioners to
choose a job location based on
where they would do the most
good, and not based on the most
desirable locale or where they
could make the most profit.”

Congratulations, Carlos, and
may all your plans be realized!

Our second place winner for
the High School Education for
Life Scholarship is Yahaira
Cortez of Holtville High School.

Yahaira is a girl with a beau-
tiful smile and a bright future.
She is the daughter of Mr. Raul
Cortez and Mrs. Maria Cortez.
One summer she had the oppor-
tunity to work for a month with
children. She became captivated
by each child’s behavior, and
how they progressed psychologi-
cally during those four weeks.
She started dreaming of someday
becoming a neuropsychologist.
But at first she was unsure of her-
self. Then she attended high
school, did her best, and achieved
a high GPA. Becoming aware of
her true academic potential, she
blossomed. Her goal now is to
attend either UCSD or UCLA.

She is eager to start her col-
lege career. Apart from her aca-
demic studies, she is looking for-
ward to joining a dance or theatre
group. She also wants to being
exposed to different cultures,
ideas, beliefs, clubs, activist
movements and demanding aca-
demic studies. She’s ready for the
challenge.

Lastly, she wants to give
back, by helping her parents and
her younger brother, who will
someday be poised to further his
education.

Yahaira, keep the faith and
make all your dreams come true!

Advanced Education Scholarships

The second place winner of
the Betty Hill Nursing
Scholarship was Akemi D.
Lopez. 

It took Akemi six years to
apply and get into a nursing pro-
gram, not for lack of want or
effort, but because she needed to
work full-time while attending
school. She was told at different
times to just give up. But she per-
severed, because she wanted to
help others. She wanted to make
a difference. In May of 2017, she
was notified by Imperial Valley
College that she had been accept-
ed into their nursing program. It
was the most satisfying moment
in her life. She is content because
she’s getting good grades and is
on her way to success.

But it won’t end there. After
obtaining her RN License, she is
planning to go back to school and
become a nurse practitioner. She
is motivated to learn as much as
she can. She takes the words of
John F. Kennedy seriously, “One
person can make a difference,
and everyone should try.”

Akemi, may the desire to help
burn brightly in you, and may all
your dreams be fullfilled!

The 1st Place winner was
Erica Thornburg, granddaughter
of Mrs. Joan Thornburg, and
daughter of Mrs. Rosie
Allegranza. Erica will be gradu-
ating this June from the
University of San Diego. She will
be earning her B.S. in
Psychology, specializing in
Cognitive Science. From there,
she plans to apply to graduate
school. Erika is good looking,
smart, and motivated. She plans
to pursue a career in research
Psychology and eventually teach
at the University level. Currently,
she supplements her honors-
classes education by participating
in the Honors Club, attending Psi
Beta Club meetings, and volun-
teering at a non-profit.

She grew up in Holtville. Her
claim to community fame can
when she participated in the
Carrot Festival; first as Carrot
Princess and then as Carrot
Queen. She is grateful for the
scholarship she received.
Through the majority of her edu-
cation, she has struggled with
more than one job in order to sus-
tain living expenses, while edu-
cating herself. Her overall pas-
sion is make a difference in the
world.

Although Erica was unable to
attend the Luncheon, her mother
Rose Allegranza was there to
accept the award and read a letter
from Erica.

Congratulations, Erika, on
keeping focused and fulfilling
your ambitions!

The first place winner was
Imperial Valley student Lizzbeth
Tavares.

Lizzbeth is currently enrolled
in the Imperial Valley College
Nursing Program. Mr. Tom
Morell, her former Biology
teacher recommended her highly,
saying, “She is an outstanding stu-
dent who earned the second high-
est grade in a class of 28 students.
Ms. Tavares is an excellent indi-
vidual who I believe would make a
great nurse.” Her actions echo his
words.

Raised by her mother,
Lizzbeth is very familiar with hos-
pitals. Her mother, Sonia Tavares,
was ill for a long while, and she
and Lizzbeth made very frequent
trips to Pioneer Memorial
Hospital. The Pioneer nurses were
good role models. At one point,
Lizzbeth took full care of her
mother, but she did so with love.
Now, she wants to help others in
declining health or with terminal
conditions. She feels that being
bilingual gives her an advantage to
fully help her community.

Lizzbeth is expected to gradu-
ate with her RN license in June
2019, and graduate with her
Bachelors in May 2020. There is
nothing for us to do, but to applaud
such a driven and caring person.
Congratulations, Lizzbeth!

Lauren Layton placed 3rd for
the Advanced Education
Scholarship.

September 12, 2014 marked a
milestone for Lauren. She lost
her mother, who also happened to
be her best friend, to cancer. Then
she lost her sense of direction for
a while. After nine years in the
educational field, she lost her
ambition to be an elementary
school teacher. Then she couldn’t
decide between going into nurs-
ing or law.

She contacted the District
Attorney’s office in El Centro.
Next thing she knew, she’d
become an intern doing data
entry. Her defining moment came
when she was placed in the law
office of Marco Nunez, who is
now a judge. At the time, he was
in the middle of a murder trial.
Lauren was captivated by the
whole procedure: interviewing
witnesses, assessing, photos,
making trail binders, and tran-
scribing phone calls. She had
found her calling! In 2016 is
found California Desert Trial
Academy, a part-time law school
with a four year program that fits
her needs. Commencement will
be in May of 2020!

Lauren is the granddaughter
of Mrs. Wanda Layton, and the
niece of Mrs. Julie Velasco. Both
are long-time Woman’s Club
members. Congratulations,
Lauren, on finally finding your
life’s ambition!

LIZZBETH TAVARES AKEMI LOPEZ

On Wednesday, May 2nd, the
Woman's Club of Holtville held
their yearly Scholarship
Luncheon to honor this year's

winners.
Scholarships given out to

local students included three of
the High School Education for

Life, three Advanced Education
and two Betty Hill Nursing
Scholarships.

Betty Hill Nursing Scholarships

This year was the first year
we offered a new incentive: The
Advanced Education
Scholarship. To qualify for this

scholarship, the applicant must:
1. Be a relative of a Woman's

Club of Holtville Member.
2. Have completed two years

of education behind high school.
There were three winners in

this area. 

Our 3rd. place winner of the
High School Education for Life
Scholarship is Sarah Guzman.

Sarah is thankful to her moth-
er, Mrs. Maria Soto, for being
who she is. She is also thankful to
her extended family. Her family
helped raise her when her mother
needed to go to work; a true
example of the phrase, “It takes a
village.”

Sarah wasn’t able to attend
the Woman’s Club meeting, so
we, unfortunately, didn’t have the
pleasure of meeting her. She has
a high GPA, and ranks 2nd. in her
graduating class. Her social stud-
ies teacher says of her, “Her
strength as a student lies in her
ability to develop positive and
respectful relationships with both
faculty and students.”

Sarah’s field of study will be
Political Science. Her main focus
is disadvantaged groups. She
became inspired when she read a
story of how a large group of
Haitian migrants traveled
through Central America and
through Mexico, trying to immi-

Continued on Page 5

The 2nd Place winner of the
Advanced Education Scholarship
was Megan Salcido.

Megan is like other students
who have graduated from col-
lege, then have had a change of
heart. After receiving a
Bachelor’s degree in Business
Adminstration, she worked in an
office environment for two years.
Wanting something more, she
then pursued a multiple study
teaching credential. She began
the CalStateTEACH teacher-
preparation program in January,
and should be fully credentialed
by the end of 2018. She is plan-
ning to pay the three terms on her
own. The realities of tuition and
supplies are setting in, and she
needs to formulate a plan to
achieve her goals. She is there-
fore, very grateful for the schol-
arship granted by the Woman’s
Club of Holtville.

Megan has always loved
sports, and won a softball schol-
arship when she first began col-
lege. She will be running her
third marathon in June. She has
also been involved with Make A
Wish foundation, and helped
with the office food drive when
she was working.

Mrs. Pat Salcido is Megan’s
proud grandmother. Megan is
looking forward to becoming an
educator and making a differ-
ence. Congratulations, Megan for
your evolving aspirations, and
also for following in your grand-
mother’s footsteps in the educa-
tional field!

All photos are courtesy
of the Woman’s Club

of Holtville
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For All Your
Legal Notices,

Call Us At
760-356-2995

SATURDAY,
MAY 5

WORKING LATE: At 1:56
a.m. a deputy reported stopping
to check on someone while he
was driving down the alley
behind the 700 block of Maple
Avenue. It turned out to be
someone cleaning a vacant
home.
SO MUCH FOR SLEEPING
IN: At 8:30 a.m. a complaint
was received from a resident on
Palm Avenue about a neighbor
playing loud music.
HE WON’T GO: At 9:00 a.m.
a male subject was reported to
be at a local church taking pho-
tographs of children, and refus-
ing to leave when asked to do
so. The man was gone when
deputies got there a few min-
utes later.
BAD FALL: At 12:04 p.m.
medical aid was requested for a
woman who had fallen and
injured herself in the shower of
her apartment on Grape
Avenue. The fire department
and an ambulance were dis-
patched.
THE RULES OF THE
ROAD APPLY TO EVERY-
ONE: At 4:45 p.m. a deputy
reported stopping a male sub-
ject on a bicycle at Sixth and
Pine and citing him for not
stopping at the stop sign.
HIT THE HYDRANT: At
6:24 p.m. a 911 call was
received about a vehicle hitting
a fire hydrant at Fourth and
Pine, with water shooting into
the air. The fire department and
an ambulance were dispatched,
and a public works employee
was called in to shut off the
valve leading to the hydrant.
The Imperial Irrigation District
was also requested to send
someone out when the water
began hitting the overhead
power lines.

ESCAPE ARTIST AT
WORK: At 7:55 p.m. a resi-
dent south of town reported the
theft of a goat from their prop-
erty. She called back a few min-
utes later and reported that the
goat had been found.

SUNDAY,
MAY 6

IN THE MUD: At 5:51 a.m.
dispatchers received a 911 call
reporting a vehicle had crashed
into the canal at Holt and
Worthington Roads. The caller
said that there was so much
mud on the car that they could-
n’t tell if anyone was in it or
not. Deputies and the fire
department were dispatched,
and they found the vehicle to be
empty.

MONDAY,
MAY 7

REALLY BAD DOGS: At
9:10 a.m. a West Seventh Street
resident called 911 and reported
that a couple of loose dogs had
attacked her and her husband,
chasing the man onto the top of
his pickup truck. Deputies and
the animal control officer
responded. The owner of the
dogs lived nearby and was cited
for letting them run free.
Neither of the victims reported
needing medical attention.
NOT VERY SMART: At
12:16 p.m. a staffer at Meadows
Union School west of town
reported receiving telephone
and email bomb threats, with a
demand for money so it would-
n’t be set off. No bomb was
found and the emails were
turned over to sheriff investiga-
tors.
GETTING BIGGER: At
12:33 p.m. a complaint was
received about someone who
lives on East Alamo Road who
had been piling up trash next to
the road in front of the house
for the last couple of years. No

one was home when a deputy
stopped by so he was going to
attempt to make contact later.
THREE-DAY NOTICES: At
2:27 p.m. a deputy reported
placing a warning notice on the
windshield of a vehicle that had
been parked on Pine Avenue
near Fifth Street for a some
time. The owner was given 72
hours to move the car. Another
vehicle was tagged for the same
reason later that day at Seventh
and Towland, as well as for
having expired tags.
YOUR LUCKY NIGHT: At
9:14 p.m. a deputy advised dis-
patchers that he was stopping a
vehicle just west of town that
had a non-functioning brake
light. The driver was let go with
a warning to get it fixed as soon
as possible.

WEDNESDAY,
MAY 9

NO CALIFORNIA STOPS:
At 8:42 a.m. a deputy reported
pulling over a driver for making
an incomplete stop at Fifth and
Fern but let him go with just a
warning.
I AM, REALLY: At 9:11 a.m.
an East Eighth Street resident
reported a male subject in the
area who claimed to be from the
local cable company but
seemed to be suspicious. A
deputy spoke with the man,
who checked out as an employ-
ee.
STOLEN WALLET: At 1:24
p.m. a resident went into the
local substation to report that
his wallet had been stolen while
he was in El Centro. He said
reported it to the police there
but there was some confusion
over who should take the
report. The deputy told the man
that since the theft had occurred
in that city, the police depart-
ment there had to take and file
the report.

WE’LL BE WATCHING
YOU: At 2:55 p.m. a deputy
advised dispatchers that he
would be stopping to check on
someone sitting in a vehicle in
the parking lot of a local store.
The man was found to have a
beer and his license had been
suspended. He was advised to
have someone who was sober
and has a valid license drive
him home.
PILFERED PYLONS: At
6:58 p.m. a deputy was flagged
down on Melon Road and
advised that someone had
stolen a couple of traffic warn-
ing cones. They were valued at
approximately $80 but the
reporting party didn’t want to
file an official report.
IMPOUNDED: At 7:48 p.m. a
deputy requested a tow truck at
Ninth and Walnut for a pickup
with an expired registration 
BLINDED BY THE LIGHT:
At 9:01 p.m. a deputy pulled
over a driver at Underwood and
Magnolia Roads who didn’t
dim his high beams. He was let
go with a caution about the
proper use of his vehicle’s
headlights.

THURSDAY,
MAY 10

WORKING LATE: At 3:35
a.m. a deputy reported stopping
in the alley behind the 500
block of Holt Avenue to check
on a vehicle parked there. It
turned out to be a cleaning crew
working really late, or really
early.
ROAD CLOSURE: The coun-
ty public works department
called to let deputies know that
Ross Road would be closed
between Mets and Anderholt
Roads from May 14 through
June 8 for repairs to the pave-
ment.
BIG SNAKE!: At 9:47 a.m. a
caller reported that there was a

six-foot long snake near the vis-
itors’ bleachers at the high
school football field. The ani-
mal control officer was advised
of the complaint.
FIST FIGHT: At 2:28 p.m. a
fight was reported to be taking
place between two men on
Walnut Avenue, but they had
already been separated.
Deputies spoke with both of
them and they signed agree-
ments not to press charges
against each other.
NO ONE’S HERE: At 3:42
p.m. a security monitoring
company advised dispatchers
that the burglar alarm had been
tripped at a home just northwest
of town. Deputies were quickly
on the scene but found all the
entrances to be secure, with no
signs of an attempted break-in.
WAITING FOR MY CAR: At
8:56 p.m. a Walnut Avenue res-
ident called sheriffs believing to
be the victim of fraud. The
caller said he had purchased a
vehicle the previous Friday and
it was to have been delivered
the evening of the report. The
resident said he had called the
seller several times but there
was no answer. A fraud report
was taken.
DRIVER WANDERED OFF:
At 11:54 p.m. a deputy notified
dispatchers that he was stop-
ping to check on a car parked at
Underwood and Sequoia
Roads. No one was around the
vehicle but its registration was
current so it was left there.

FRIDAY,
MAY 11

BEEN THERE AWHILE: At
12:40 a.m. a deputy requested a
tow truck at Fifth and Pine for a
white pickup that had been
parked on the street for several
days. The vehicle was
impounded.

grate to the United States. It did-
n’t work out and the Haitians
were forced to stay in Mexicali.
Eventually most adapted to the
environment. Some of the local
business went out of their way to
offer them jobs. Sarah feels she
can help disadvantaged groups

with her major. She currently vol-
unteers at ECRMC and helps her
family organize food drives to
Mexicali.

Good luck, Sarah, and may
your education help you to help
others!

Sarah Guzman....from page four

The County of Imperial
invites the public to attend a
workshop where the Board of
Supervisors will hear presenta-
tions on the 11 water importation
project proposals submitted to
the California Natural Resources
Agency in response to the
Request for Information issued

on December 8, 2017.
The workshop will take place

on Monday, May 21 in the super-
visors’ chambers on the second
floor of the county adminstrative
building at 940 West Main Street
in El Centro. It will begin at 1
p.m.

Salton Sea Public
Workshop On May 21

In an effort to increase voter
participation, the Imperial
County Registrar of Voters is
offering a program that will allow
registered voters an opportunity
to vote prior to the June 5
Election Day in the Imperial
County Mobile Office.

The Imperial County Mobile
Office will travel to seven differ-
ent communities throughout
Imperial County on designated

days to make voting more con-
venient and accessible.

The Mobile Office will be
available to registered voters in
Holtville on May 31.

Holtville’s polling will be at
the library at Sixth and Holt from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Other dates and locations
include Westmorland on May 17,
Calexico on May 19, Heber on
May 24, and Brawley on May 26.

Early Voting Coming To
Holtville May 31
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CLASSIC CARS AND TRUCKS made up the majority of the entries, and their
popularity with spectators showed why their owners fell in love with them.
SHAWN CARROLL PHOTOGRAPHS

THERE WAS A VEHICLE to suit everyone’s taste at last Saturday’s Holtville Car
Show, whether you liked really old, really new or somewhere in between.

A Model For Everyone At Local Car Show
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Watch out for
our upcoming
Graduation

Issues in June. 
Send your special

graduate a 
memorable 

message.
Call us at 

760-356-2995.

Don’t Forget To Vote 
On June 5
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Niland's Fate To Be Decided At June Meeting
BY GARY REDFERN
Business Buzz Reporter

The day of reckoning for the
North County hamlet of Niland
and its insolvent sewer district is
close at hand, an Imperial
County official announced.

A public hearing scheduled
for 6 p.m. June 12 in the Grace
Smith Elementary School cafe-
teria will be when votes are tal-
lied on a proposed sewer-rate
increase, said county Public
Works Director John Gay. The
school is located at 9 E. 4th St. 

Gay and some county super-
visors have indicated the county
is not likely to assume perma-
nent control and funding of the
Niland Sanitary District without
the rate increase. 

They warn absent the
increase the district could quick-
ly go bankrupt and cease opera-
tions. That could touch off a
doomsday scenario in which
county health officials tag its
dwellings as uninhabitable and

order the occupants evicted. The
concern would be over the
unhealthy conditions that would
envelop the town when it no
longer had sewer service, offi-
cials said. Its population is just
over 1300.

“If this is a ‘no’ vote we are
going to have to re-group. My
position is the county has done
what we could do. We stretched
ourselves to come up with a
solution,” Gay said in a May 11
interview.

Steps to dissolve the district
and transfer its oversight to the
county were begun in August
2017 by the Imperial Local
Agency Formation Commission,
which has state-authorized over-
sight of such special districts in
the county. The move came amid
on-going district financial prob-
lems and it being repeatedly
cited and fined by a state agency
for environmental violations at
its sewer plant. 

Since August, county Public
Works has overseen district
operations, spending both funds

and numerous man hours, Gay
said previously. The county has
also loaned the district about
$243,000 per year to fund its
operations, though county offi-
cials have been unable to pro-
vide information on how many
years those loans have been
made or whether they have been
repaid.    

After completing a rate study
the county determined rates
would have to be raised from
about $37 to $62 monthly to
cover the costs of district opera-
tion. 

By state law those owning
properties with district sewer
hookups were sent a notice in
April of the proposed increase.
There is a 45-day voting period
underway that will culminate
with the vote count at the June
12 hearing. A “no” vote requires
a written reply to the county.
Nonresponses will be counted as
“yes” votes.

Two previous efforts to raise
the rate failed and some district
customers have spoken out

against the proposal at public
meetings and during interviews.

Gay said about 500 notices
were sent out. As of May 11 “20-
30” had come back undelivered,
though Gay said an effort will be
made to locate those customers.

An informational meeting on
the matter is tentatively sched-
uled for 6 p.m., May 23 at Grace
Smith school. It would be the
fourth such meeting in what Gay
said has been an on-going out-
reach effort.

Some district residents have
speculated the state or federal
government would step in and
keep Niland Sanitary operating
even if the rate increase fails and
the county discontinues its sup-
port. Gay and other officials
have repeatedly stated there will
be no state or federal help forth-
coming.

When a reporter contacted
the office of state Assembly
Member Eduardo Garcia about
Niland Sanitary,
Communications Director
Aurora Saldivar said neither

Garcia nor anyone in his office
was aware of the matter. She
said the office would look into
it.

Garcia’s district includes
Imperial County and part of
Riverside County.

Gay acknowledged Garcia
had not been contacted and said,
“I haven’t reached out to him
(Garcia) on that. It’s been han-
dled locally. Maybe in hindsight
reaching out to him (should have
been done) by now. It’s curious
none of the Niland residents
reached out.”

But Garcia touted the
addressing of similar matters in
a March 30 press release on a
bill he introduced that would
help “disadvantaged” communi-
ties in the Coachella Valley area
of Riverside County access
improvements to drinking water,
wastewater and flood control
infrastructure. There was no
immediate information on
whether such a measure could be
used to help Niland, Saldivar
said.

Local Border Patrol Office Welcomes Guard, Details On Mission Scarce
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Federal officials hedged on
revealing more than sparse
details regarding the dispatching
of the National Guard to
Imperial County's section of the
U.S.-Mexico  border during a
terse, and at times tense, May 14
press conference.
The event last less than 10 min-

utes and was held at the U.S.
Border Patrol El Centro Sector
headquarters in Imperial. It was
also used to introduce guard
troops assigned to the area, who
were present.

Responding to an April request
from President Donald J. Trump,
California Gov. Jerry Brown
deployed 51 state troops to the
El Centro Sector over the week-
end of May 11-13, said El
Centro Sector Chief Patrol
Agent Gloria Chavez. 

Few other details were forth-

coming. Only about a half dozen
reporter questions were
answered.

Several broadcast journalists,
clearly annoyed at the truncated
briefing, voiced their disappoint-
ment with the lack of disclosure.
One asked Border Patrol Public
Affairs Officer Juan Gonzalez if
"this was just intended as a
photo-op?"

Gonzalez responded by direct-
ing further inquiries to the
National Guard or U.S.
Customs and Border Protection,
the Border Patrol's parent
agency, and he provided an e-
mail for CBP.

"It was a long two-hour drive
just for that," said John Gibbins,
staff photojournalist for the San
Diego Union-Tribune newspa-
per.

A reporter from this newspaper
e-mailed further questions to
CPB shortly after the press con-
ference as Gonzalez had

instructed. When the e-mail
went unanswered the reporter e-
mailed Gonzalez. His initial
reply was that a response was
being drafted but one was not
received by press time on May
16.
Chavez noted the initial request

called for 73 Guardsmen so the
51 dispatched is the first install-
ment. She declined to elaborate
further. The troops began their
orientation process May 14 but
they will not be armed, stressed
Chavez.

"The National Guard deploy-
ment enhances border security
and their presence is critical to
assist in current operations,"
said Chavez. "They will remain
behind the scene in a support
role. They will serve in handling
counter drug surveillance and
transnational criminal gangs,
intelligence analysis, camera
monitoring, physical infrastruc-
ture maintenance, administrative

and logistical assistance."
The Border Patrol needs the

guard troops so it will free up
agents to patrol the international
border. The troops are expected
to remain until at least
September 30, the end of the
federal government fiscal year,
Chavez said.

According to an online
Associated Press report, the
California Guard troops will per-
form jobs such a as radio dis-
patch vehicle maintenance so
Border Patrol agents can con-
centrate on investigative tasks. 

About 250 California Guard
troops were called to active duty
on April 28, first reporting to
Camp Roberts in San Miguel
and then San Diego for
Operation Guardian Support, but
more troops could be added as
needed, according to the
Department of Defense as
reported on kpbs.org, the web-
site of KPBS radio in San Diego. 

President Trump requested
states make their National Guard
troops available to assist with
security along the U.S.-Mexico
border, including battling human
and drug trafficking and crimi-
nal gang activity. A number of
states sent troops without
restrictions. 

Brown agreed to the deploy-
ment of up to 400 troops to the
border but only to oppose crimi-
nal enterprises and not confront
immigrants. Under the terms of
the agreement, the California
troops cannot deal with custody
duties for anyone accused of
immigration violations, con-
struct border barriers or be
involved in any way with immi-
gration enforcement. 

The KPBS website reported
state National Guard officials
stating troops in Imperial
County will be housed in local
hotels. The report could not be
immediately verified.
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In an effort to combat the
tobacco industry’s latest mar-
keting strategies aimed at get-
ting youth hooked on nico-
tine, the California
Department of Public Health
(CDPH) has launched a new
“Flavors Hook Kids” cam-
paign last week. The Imperial
County Public Health
Department provided details
about the program in a recent
press release.

The campaign warns par-
ents and concerned adults
about the increasing avail-
ability of flavored tobacco
products targeted to teens.
The campaign also highlights
how easy it is for kids to pur-
chase flavored tobacco prod-

ucts online.
“Flavors disguise the

harshness of tobacco and
make smoking seem harm-
less, when we know it’s not,”
said CDPH Director and State
Public Health Officer Dr.
Karen Smith. “Innocent
sounding e-cigarette flavors
like Cherry Crush and Cotton
Candy could lead to a lifetime
of nicotine addiction.”

More than 80 percent of
youth who have tried tobacco
products started with a fla-
vored product – there are
more than 15,500 e-cigarette
flavors on the market.

Also increasing in popu-
larity among teenagers are
new e-cigarette devices called

“pod mods.” One in particu-
lar, JUUL, looks like a flash
drive. It is easily hidden from
parents and teachers because
of its deceptive design. Each
JUUL cartridge contains the
same amount of nicotine as an
entire pack of traditional cig-
arettes.

“We encourage parents to
talk to their kids about the
significant risks of nicotine
addiction and tobacco use –
which can impact brain devel-
opment and cause asthma and
respiratory disease,” said Dr.
Smith. “There’s simply no
safe level of tobacco con-
sumption, and it is far too
easy for teens to get interest-
ed and hooked due to the

tobacco industry’s deceptive
tactics.”

E-cigarettes are the most
common tobacco product
used by youth in the U.S. In
2016, 13.6 percent of
California high school stu-
dents reported using tobacco
products, and more than half
(8.6 percent) reporting using
e-cigarettes, including “pod
mods.” Research has shown
minors can successfully buy
e-cigarette products online 94
percent of the time.

The new “Flavors Hook
Kids” campaign appears in
seven languages including
English, Spanish, Mandarin,
Cantonese, Korean,
Vietnamese and Tagalog.

About the California
Tobacco Control Program

The California
Department of Public
Health’s Tobacco Control
Program was established by
the Tobacco Tax and Health
Protection Act of 1988.
California’s comprehensive
approach has changed social
norms around tobacco-use
and secondhand smoke. In
November 2016, Californians
passed Proposition 56 which
funds tobacco-use prevention
programs, a new state Oral
Health Program and research
on tobacco-related illnesses
such as cancer and heart dis-
ease.

State Campaign Targets Flavored Tobacco

Skin cancer is a disease that
affects people of every age,
gender and ethnicity. One in
five Americans will develop
skin cancer by the age of 70; in
fact, more people are diagnosed
with skin cancer each year in
the U.S. than all other cancers
combined. 

But there is good news:
Because skin cancer is chiefly a
lifestyle disease, it is also high-
ly preventable. About 90 per-
cent of nonmelanoma skin can-
cers and about 86 percent of
melanomas are associated with
exposure to ultraviolet (UV)
radiation from the sun.
Knowing the risk factors and
practicing sun protection year-
round are key to reducing your
risk.

“It’s never too early or too
late in life to start protecting
your skin from sun damage,”
says Deborah S. Sarnoff, MD,
president of The Skin Cancer
Foundation. “Parents and care-

givers should teach children
about sun protection at an early
age and help them instill life-
long habits. And even after a
lifetime of sun exposure, older
people can stop further damage
to their skin by making sun pro-
tection a priority.”

Here are The Skin Cancer
Foundation’s tips for reducing
your skin cancer risk: 
•  Seek the shade, especially
between 10 AM and 4 PM when
the sun is strongest. An extra
rule of thumb is the “shadow
rule.” If your shadow is shorter
than you are, the sun’s harmful
ultraviolet (UV) radiation is
stronger; if your shadow is
longer, UV radiation is less
intense.
•  Do not burn. A person’s risk
for melanoma, the deadliest
form of skin cancer, doubles if
he or she had had five or more
sunburns at any point in life. 
•  Avoid tanning and UV tan-
ning booths. UV radiation from

tanning machines is known to
cause cancer in humans. Indoor
UV tanners are 74 percent more
likely to develop melanoma,
one of the deadliest forms of
skin cancer, than those who
have never tanned indoors.
Tanning bed users are also 1.5
times more likely to develop
basal cell carcinoma and 2.5
times more likely to develop
squamous cell carcinoma, two
of the most common forms of
skin cancer. The more time a
person has spent tanning
indoors, the higher the risk.
•  Cover up with clothing,
including a broad-brimmed hat
and UV-blocking sunglasses.
Clothing can be your most
effective form of sun protec-
tion, so make the most of it
with densely woven and bright-
or dark-colored fabrics, which
offer the best defense. The
more skin you cover, the better,
so choose long sleeves and long
pants whenever possible.

•  Use a broad-spectrum
(UVA/UVB) sunscreen with an
SPF of 15 or higher every day.
For extended outdoor activity,
use a water-resistant, broad-
spectrum (UVA/UVB) sun-
screen with an SPF of 30 or
higher.
•  Apply 1 ounce (2 table-
spoons) of sunscreen to your
entire body 30 minutes before
going outside. Reapply every
two hours or immediately after
swimming or excessive sweat-
ing. One eight-ounce bottle of
sunscreen should provide two
full days of sun protection.
•  Keep newborns out of the
sun. Sunscreens may be used on
babies over the age of six
months, but they should also be
protected by shade and cloth-
ing. Children are very sensitive
to ultraviolet radiation – just
one severe sunburn in child-
hood doubles the chances of
developing melanoma later in
life.

•  Examine your skin head to
toe every month. While self-
exams shouldn’t replace the
important annual skin exam
performed by a physician, they
offer the best chance of detect-
ing the early warning signs of
skin cancer. If you notice any
change in an existing mole or
discover any new spot that
doesn’t heal after several
weeks, see a physician immedi-
ately. 
•  See your physician every
year for a professional skin
exam. You can also check
DestinationHealthySkin.org to
see if The Skin Cancer
Foundation’s mobile skin can-
cer screen and education pro-
gram is coming to your area. 

For more information,
please visit SkinCancer.org.
Join the conversation on
Facebook (@skincancerfoun-
dation).

May Is Skin Cancer Awareness Month

Some State Funding Cut For Imperial County Seniors 
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Despite receiving nearly $1

million in annual state fund-
ing for senior aid programs,
the head of the county's Area
Agency on Aging told the

Board of Supervisors on May
15 the agency is still battling
to pay for all its services.

The board voted 5-0 to
approve an agreement with
the California Department of
Aging that comes with
$861,481 for the fiscal year
that begins July 1. But county
Aging Administrator Rosie
Blankenship said the payout
falls short of needs.

"We'll continue to look for
alternative funding," she told
the board. "We have two
applications for the
Community Benefit Program
(solar energy project county
fees for quality of life and
economic improvement). And
we also applied to the
Heffernan Memorial
Healthcare District."

While the total outlay is
$7,500 more than the current
fiscal year, it comes with cuts
to specific areas, including a
$38,000 reduction for congre-

gate meals at various locales.
"This is the program that

means the most to us," said
Blankenship. "But they trans-
ferred $36,000 to home deliv-
ered meals, so any support for
that is always good."
There was also a $10,000 cut

to the Ombudsman Program,
which ensures entitlements of
persons in long-term care
facilities by investigating
complaints and taking correc-
tive action. 

Aging did get modest
increases in the Respite Care
and Senior Health Care
Programs, Blankenship added.

In other actions the board
voted to support two measures
on the June 5 ballot.
Proposition 68 is a $4 billion
park bond that includes $200
million for Salton Sea and
New River cleanup and
Proposition 69 would extend
constitutional protection for
new state fuel taxes and vehi-

cle-license fees that fund road
projects.

In a discussion item Belen
Leon of the county Air
Pollution Control District
reported on a March event in
which residents swapped gas-
powered lawn equipment for
pollution-free electric-pow-
ered equipment. Those turning
in gas mowers received a new
electric model that retails for
over $500 for $125. Those
turning in trimmers and blow-
ers got new ones for $75.

In an audio-visual presenta-
tion Leon explained a gas
lawnmower running for one
hour produces as much organ-
ic compounds and nitrogen
oxides as 11 new cars driven
for an hour.

"This was our third year and
every time we get increasing
numbers of equipment," said
Leon. "This program is work-
ing successfully."

ROSIE BLANKENSHIP AND Lynn Mavila, public administrator
and assistant public administrator of AAA appeal to the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors May 15 for support in an agreement
with California Department of Aging to fund their agency this
year.    PHOTO BY WILLIAM ROLLER
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-301
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
HaySavers LLC
1474 US Hwy 86
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 1700
El Centro, CA 92244
Full Name of Registrants:
HaySavers LLC
1474 US Hwy 86
El Centro, CA 92243
SteelSavers
1474 US Hwy 86
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  A
Limited Liability Company
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 29, 2018.

I, Victoria M. Escobar  Declare
that all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: Victoria M. Escobar,
Managing Member
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 23,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: April 22, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Joanna Lerno, Deputy
Legal 5934    
Publish: April 26, May 3, 10, 17,
2018.

PUBLIC NOTICE

walk-way to the big brown oak
doors. As we walked into the
house slowly, side by side, I felt
Bobby’s body trembling. We
heard the sound of footsteps
coming from upstairs. Bobby
stayed silent and motioned for
me to be quiet. We explored the
first floor. When we entered the
dining room, we found a bowl of
soup that was still steaming, on
the table.

Suddenly, we heard footsteps
coming down the stairs. Bobby
grabbed my arm and pulled me
to a space where we could hide.
We heard the chair scrape the old
wooden floor. From where we
were hiding, I peeked my head
out slightly. I saw a clown slurp-
ing down the soup. I whimpered
and Bobby pulled me back. The
chair scraped on the floor again,
and I heard the big, yellow and
red feet clomping louder with
every step as they got closer.

“Who’s there?” The muffled
voice of the clown asked.

All of a sudden, I felt a hand
wrap around my ankle. It

dragged me out from my hiding
space. Bobby jumped up to pro-
tect me, but the clown grabbed
me and pushed me against him
and knocked us both down. In a
panic, I stood up and started run-
ning. Bobby had already jumped
up and started running behind
me, with the clown in pursuit. I
wasn’t able to run to the door, so
I started running upstairs.
Suddenly a white figure came
out of the wall. It had two arms,
two black eyes, but no legs.

“Boo!” It screamed.
“Stop!” Bobby yelled at me.
I turned around, and saw

Bobby tripping the clown as he
came up the landing. The clown
fell and cracked his head open on
the edge of a table. We then
noticed that there was blood on
the walls. I imagined it was from
the couple who had been mur-
dered. Suddenly, we heard some-
thing dragging on the floor. We
saw a green figure on the floor,
crawling towards us.

Bobby and I ran downstairs,
and made it outside. We ran

through the gate, ran to the near-
est house, and the owner of the
house called the police. When
they arrived, we explained what
had happened. The clown, who
was still alive, was captured.
They put him in an ambulance
and rushed him to the hospital.

The officer turned to us and
asked, “Do you guys need a
ride?”

“No,” we replied in unison
and started walking home.

I called Bobby the next
morning, but he didn’t answer. I
decided to go to his house. Upon
arriving, his mom opened the
door. She was in tears.

“What’s wrong?” I asked
timidly.

“Bobby didn’t come home
last night,” she sobbed.

A month later, the police
found Bobby’s body. He had
been murdered in the haunted
house, we went to, on Halloween
night.

Winning Essay.....................from page three

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District in
Brawley has inked a three-
year renewal of its agreement
with REACH Air Medical
Services to provide air trans-
port to patients.

The pact was announced
at a May 11 event near the
PMHD helipad. It reaffirms
the hospital’s long-standing
commitment to REACH as its
exclusive air-ambulance
medical evacuator, noted
Frank Salazar, hospital direc-
tor of marketing and public
affairs. 

In comments at the event
Larry Lewis, PMHD chief
executive officer, praised

REACH's accreditation by
the Commission on
Accreditation of Medical
Transport Systems. He said it
makes REACH the ideal
provider.

"This is a great moment,"
Lewis said. "This is a new
and improved relationship.
They have provided us with
the highest level of service
and become our integral part-
ner."

REACH focuses on the
community noted Anna Blair,
REACH vice president of
service delivery. 

"For the last 10 years we
have provided Pioneers with
consistent, uninterrupted
service," she said. "We are all
about solutions. Whether it's
the high cost of transport or

high cost of medical proce-
dures, REACH has striven to
keep a cap on escalating
patient expenses."

Donald Wharton, the
REACH director of business
strategy and also a Brawley
City Council Member, said
the numbers show the value
of the relationship between
the hospital and the air serv-
ice.

"We have transported over
7,000 patients in the last 10
years and we're grateful for
the many amenities PMHD
provides patients," he said. 

Locally, REACH provides
about 30 jobs between its two
helicopter bases, according to
an e-mail from Blair. In 2017
it added a second aircraft in
Imperial County and its sister

company added two helicop-
ters and one plane in Yuma to

support the network, she
added.

PMHD Avidly Renews REACH Contract

A REACH AIR MEDICAL helicopter comes in for a landing dur-
ing the signing of a preferred provider agreement in Brawley on
May 11.  WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOGRAPH

Car Clubs Represented From Near And Far

THE LONG DISTANCE AWARD went to representatives from La Familia from
the Coachella Valley, who took home several other trophies and plaques as well.
Manuel Ochoa (third from left) won Best In Show honors with his classic
Chevrolet.   SHAWN CARROLL PHOTOGRAPH

THE HOLTVILLE CAR CLUB hosted its fifth annual show last Saturday, draw-
ing in vehicles representing more than two dozen clubs from the Imperial Valley
and beyond.   PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF JESUS PADILLA



FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-343
The following person is  conducting
business as:
El Centro Cannabis E.C.C.
301 N. Imperial Avenue
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Mark Herschberger
4028 W. 16th Place
Yuma, AZ 85364
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I,Mark Herschberger Declare that all
of the information in this statement is

true and correct.
Signature: Mark Herschberger,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 7 2018
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
May 6, 2023. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Virginia Wong, Deputy
Legal 5947        
Publish: May 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018

STATEMENT OF ABANDON-
MENT OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME
File No. 18-321
The following person(s) has (have)
abandoned the use of the following
fictitious business name(s) of:
Fast Solutions
2371 M.L. King Ave. Unit B
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
The fictitious business referred to
above was filed in the office of the
Imperial County Clerk-Recorder on:
May 16, 2013.
The full name and residence address
of the person abandoning the use of
the listed fictitious business name is:
Ali Eden Morales
2601 W. Florence 

Los Angeles, CA 90043
Sigfredo Rodriguez Ramirez
Ave. Del Monte #806 San Marcos 
Mexicali BC, MX 21060
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
I,  Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signed: 
This abandonment was filed with the
Imperial County Clerk-Recorder on:
April 30, 2018.
I hereby certify that the foregoing is
a correct copy of the original on file
in my office. 
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Ana L. Alvarez, Deputy
Legal 5561   
Publish: May 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-286
The following person is conducting
business as:
Vantage Logistics
801 E. Birch St. Suite 2
Calexico, CA 92231
County of Imperial
P.O. Box #3402 
El Centro, CA 92244
Full Name of Registrant:
Roselia Kubeck
1208 D. Patino
Calexico, CA 92231
This business conducted by:  An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.
I, Roselia Kubeck Declare that all of

the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Roselia Kubeck, Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 17, 2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
April 16, 2023. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Ana L. Alvarez, Deputy
Legal 5568         
Publish: May 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

County of Imperial
Department of Public Works

Request for Proposals for
Design Engineering Services for Re-Configuration of the

Intersection of State Route 86 (SR-86) at Heber Road in Imperial County
Federal Aid No. HSIPLN 5958(107)

County Project No. 6288

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting
firms to provide design services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the County of Imperial Department
of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/PublicWork/ under the section titled "Projects
Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written
responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p.
m. May 17, 2018 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o Naomi Robles, Administrative Analyst II
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Naomi Robles, Administrative Analyst
II of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at (442) 265-1818.

Legal 8759  Publish: April 19, 26, May 3, 10, 17, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice of Hearing 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Imperial County Citrus Pest
Control District #1 (ICCPCD#1) will hold a hearing on Thursday,
May 24, 2018, at 3:00p.m., at the Imperial County Agricultural
Commissioner's Office, 852 Broadway, El Centro, California,when
and where any and all persons interested may appear and object to the
adoption of the budget or to any item in it.

The summary of the FY 2018-2019 preliminary budget is as follows:
Expenditures for potential abatement measures, legal fees, agricultur-
al biologist for pest control district manager or similar employee,
employee transportation costs, biocontrol, trapping, nuisance abate-
ment (sprays), community outreach, miscellaneous items (equipment,
supplies, etc., and administration = $451,087.50.  Revenues =
$451,087.50 (Includes carryover from FY 2017-2018 in the estimated
amount of $351,601.50). It is the intention to raise $99,486.00 of the
amount of money required to meet the proposed budget by levying an
assessment upon the assessed value of the citrus within the district.
The proposed amount of the assessment is $15 per acre.

The original preliminary budget, for further particulars, is on file with
the ICCPCD#1 Board.

Legal 8764 Publish: May 10, 17, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-323
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
Metahumans Comics
1560 Ocotillo Dr. Suite H
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
P.O. Box 515 
El Centro, CA 92243
Full Name of Registrant:
Ruben Najera
2510 Moiola Ave.
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  An
Individual
Registrant has not yet commenced
to transact business under the
Fictitious Business Name(s) listed
above.

I, Ruben Najera Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Ruben Najera, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights of
another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 30, 2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: April 29, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5946         
Publish: May 10, 17, 24, 31, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-299
The following person is conduct-
ing business as:
La Ramada, Your Healthy Food
Eatery
395 Broadway Ave. Unit 1
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Mario Meza
1472 S. Highway Ave. Unit D

El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  An
Individual
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Mario Meza  Declare that all of
the information in this statement
is true and correct.
Signature: Mario Meza, Owner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in

this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: April 20,

2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: April 19, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-

Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5933     
Publish: April 26, May 3, 10, 17,
2018.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposal (RFP)
Systemic Safety Analysis Report for Varied Roadways In Imperial County

Federal Aid No. SSARPL 5958(108)
County Project No. 6252

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting
firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the County of Imperial Department
of Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp  under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written
responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p.
m. May 31, 2018 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst II
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst
II of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at (442) 265-1818.

Legal 8762 Publish: April 26, May 3, 10, 17, 24, 2018 
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