
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Holtville firefighting personnel braved
mid-day commuter's traffic not to
respond to an emergency on April 6 but to
raise support for the Burn Institutes' sum-
mer camp for burn survivors.

Stationed at the busiest intersection in
town, three firefighters along with Chief
Alex Silva, collected donations from
motorists who passed Holt Park at Fifth
Street and Holt Avenue in the 19th annu-
al "Help Fire Fighters Give Burns the
Boot." 

The idea is to send 50 burn survivors
ages 8 to 18 from the San Diego/Imperial
County area to summer camp, noted
Brittany Bachmann, director of market-
ing for the Burn Institute. 
The institute is a nonprofit health agency

dedicated to reducing burn injuries
through fire and burn prevention educa-
tion. Along with the children, junior burn
counselors aged 18 to 21 attend Camp
Oakbridge in Ramona, but the institute
has tagged it with the sobriquet "Camp
Beyond the Scars."

"We're just trying to give burn survivors

a safe space and make them feel comfort-
able in their own skin," said Bachmann.

Stoically withstanding the noonday heat
on a Friday afternoon were reserve fire-
fighter Sergio Hernandez and full-time
firefighters Bradley Kaufman and John
Robles. All were carrying a fireman's
boot to collect donations generous
motorists offered at the intersection. 

"I've done this two or three years now.
Other departments are doing similar
things," said Kaufman. 

In fact, most fire departments through-
out San Diego and Imperial County initi-
ated "Give Burns the Boot" campaigns
throughout March and April.

"It's the first time I've done this as a
Holtville firefighter," recalled Robles.
"But I did this a couple of times in
Calexico as an Explorer."

It was the ninth time the Holtville
department participated, remembered
Silva.

"We're just out here today from 11 a.m.
to 3p.m.," he said. "It's a great cause so
we like to participate. And it's being
doing done Valleywide by the other fire
departments."
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Spring
2018

THURSDAY, APRIL 12
• Track & Field @ Calexico

4 p.m. (Away)
• Boys Golf vs. Imperial 2

p.m. (Home)

FRIDAY, APRIL 13
• Baseball vs. Imperial 4/7

p.m. (Home)
• Softball @ Brawley 4/6:30

p.m. (Away)

MONDAY, APRIL 16
• Boys Tennis vs. Southwest

3:30 p.m. (Home)

TUESDAY, APRIL 17
• Boys Golf @ Borrego
Springs 2 p.m. (Away)

• Baseball @ Central 4/7
p.m. (Away)

• Softball vs. Calexico 4/6:30
p.m. (Home)

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18
• Boys Golf vs. Brawley 3

p.m. (Home)
• Boys Tennis vs. Central

3:30 p.m. (Home)

THURSDAY, APRIL 19
• Track & Field @ Central 4

p.m. (Away)
• Swimming @

Calipatria/Palo Verde 3:15
p.m. (Away)

Swiss Carry
On Tradition

With 97th
Schwingfest

BY SHAWN CARROLL

Holtville has some longstand-
ing traditions, but none of them
can compare to the Imperial
Valley Swiss Club’s wrestling
tournaments and get togethers.
Last weekend, the club celebrat-
ed it’s 97th annual Schwingfest
north of Holtville.

The Spring Schwingfest
draws in the Swiss community
not only from around the county
but throughout California and the
southwest. It provides an oppor-
tunity for distant relatives and old
friends to get together and share
stories and native traditions.

The unique Swiss style
wrestling is always the main
attraction, with wrestlers travel-
ling hundreds of miles to com-

pete for nothing more than brag-
ging rights. The food, entertain-
ment and camaraderie are big
draws too.

The weekend started Friday
evening with what is called the
outsiders party at Leimgruber
Farms.

This led to the main event,
which kicked off Saturday morn-
ing with the wrestling. A deep pit
barbeque lunch was followed by
a tri tip dinner. The Imperial
Valley Swiss Band played a num-
ber of sets.

Sunday’s festivities included
a Jass Party and an outsider's free
steak dinner and dance.

The big winner in the
wrestling competition was
Ripon’s  Andrew Betschart, beat-
ing Steven Widmer in the final
round of the day.

Woman's Club of Holtville Spring Event
BY CAROL HANN

Over 60 members of the
Woman's Club of Holtville and
their guests attended the club's
annual spring social event on
Wednesday, April 4.  This year's
gathering featured a high tea.
Many attendees dressed for the
occasion by wearing stylish
afternoon-style dresses, fancy
hats and gloves.

Guests were seated at round
tables, each with different formal
table service loaned by various
club members who were respon-
sible for their table's decor and
considered to be "table mothers"
for their respective table. Some
of the china used were patterns
from the 1940 and  had belonged
to mothers and grandmothers of
club members. Each "table moth-

er" explained the significance of
"their" table settings.

Former HWC president Joan
Thornburg, said, "It was nice to
be able to share my inherited
Fostoria dinner ware  and sterling
silver today.  I consider it an
honor and tribute to my mother-
law who  passed them along to
me."
The event was chaired by  Molly

Johnson.  Tea committee mem-
bers were Dolores Provencio,
Mary Acosta, Paula Daniels,
Doris Kennedy , Pam Mansfield,
Paloma Pearson and Francis
Rice. 

For years the spring event was
known as a flower show that
show cased the bouquets from
locally grown yards.  However,
the focus of the event changed as 

Continued on page 3

Finley Earns CA
Distinguished
School Honors

Holtville Firefighters
Pass The Hat To Help

Burn Survivors
For the second time in as many years, a Holtville

school has been selected as one of California’s best.
Finley Elementary School is one of 287 schools to

earn the California Distinguished Schools honor. Last
year, Holtville Middle School was named a Gold Ribbon
School by the California Department of Education.

Finley is one of just two schools in Imperial County
to be recognized, the other being Imperial’s Ben Hulse
Elementary.

“These schools implement outstanding educational
programs and practices that help California students real-
ize their potential, and put them on the path to achieve
their dreams,” said State Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tom Torlakson in announcing the awards last
week. “Every day at these schools, teachers, administra-
tors and classified employees, working with parents,
apply their dedication, creativity, and talents toward pro-
viding a great education for all their students.”

Sponsored by California Casualty, the 2018
California Distinguished Schools Program recognizes
California elementary schools that have made exception-
al gains in implementing academic content and perform-
ance standards adopted by the State Board of Education.

Schools that applied were eligible based on their per-
formance and progress on the state indicators as described
on the California School Dashboard. Indicators include
test scores, suspension rates, and English learner progress.
Schools were also eligible to apply for a California
Exemplary Program Award in Arts Education, and/or
Physical Activity and Nutrition Education, which will be
announced at a later time. These award winners represent
examples of not just excellent teaching, learning, and col-
laborating, but also highly successful school climate
efforts, ranging from real time conflict resolution to posi-
tive behavior intervention. 

Holtville High School was the first local school to
receive the California Distinguished Schools honor, back
in 2009. The program returns after a three-year break and
replaces the California Gold Ribbon Schools Program,
which is what Holtville Middle School was recognized
with last year.

LADIES ENJOYING THE afternoon at the Woman’s Club
spring event.  PHOTO BY CAROL HANN

SERGIO HERNANDEZ, HOLTVILLE reserve firefighter, solicits dona-
tions in downtown Holtville last Friday for burn survivors to attend the
Burn Institute summer camp.    PHOTO BY WILLIAM ROLLER

5-K Story..See Page 3

Additional photos on page 10



BY SHAWN CARROLL

The Holtville City Council
had a short agenda at Monday
night’s meeting, taking care of a
couple of procedural issues and
agreeing to buy a better used
pickup for the fire department.

The council approved a
change to the salary schedule for
city employees. This was done to
reflect the state minimum wage
increases that would apply to a
temporary clerical position that
had gone unfilled for a while.

The city will also be con-
tracting with a former employee
to do some testing for the waste-
water treatment plant. City
Manager Nick Wells explained
to the council that the city is
required to regularly test for cer-
tain elements making their way
into the new sewer treatment
facility.

Wells said that while the city
has always tested well below the
minimum levels, continual test-
ing is required as a condition of
the loans received to help build
the new plant.

“We need to maintain that
level of reporting,” Wells said.

Former treatment plant oper-
ator Luis Garza recently left the
city to take a job in the San
Diego area and was the only one
who was certified to do the test-
ing. He offered to continue doing
so on a monthly basis until the
city is able top make other
arrangements.

The contract pays $500 a
month, and Garza is expected to
come down on weekends to per-

form the testing and file the
reports.

Wells told the council that he
feels Garza has a great work
ethic, submitting a quarterly
report for the city a couple of
weeks after he left because he
felt it was his responsibility to
finish it.

The council also approved an
additional $10,000 towards the
cost of a used pickup truck for
the fire department. $20,000 had
been approved at a meeting last
month, but it was felt that spend-
ing a little more would allow for
the purchase of a much better
vehicle.

The city bought a used pick-
up at a relatively low cost a cou-
ple of years ago but it recently
needed repairs that aren’t cost
effective. It is hoped that by buy-
ing a better truck this time
around, the council won’t have
to deal with the same issue a cou-
ple of years ago.

Wells said that while check-
ing around, a 2017 truck had
been found that can be bought
for the $30,000 figure. It is four
wheel drive and white, which
will make it easily identifiable as
an emergency vehicle.

The utility pickup is typically
used to carry personnel and
equipment to and from the scene
of emergencies. The fire depart-
ment has used old chief’s trucks
after they were replaced, or
castoffs from other departments
in the city, but has never had a
brand new truck for the purpose.

The council decided not to
take any action regarding the
deletion of a couple of local tele-

vision channels by the county’s
cable company. Other cities are
working on a lawsuit against
Charter Communications for
dropping the two stations with-
out the required 30-day notice.

It was noted that the problem
has occurred in the past when the
cable company couldn’t reach an
agreement with one or more sta-

tions, but those instances were
resolved fairly quickly. The cur-
rent interruption has been going
on for a couple of months.

Wells also reported that the
Ninth Street canal underground-
ing project is officially complete.
A final walk-through with the
contractor left city officials satis-
fied with the work. The city had

previously requested that some
minor projects be finished or
added before signing off on the
completion order.

Drivers should take note of
the new stop signs at Ninth and
Olive, as well as the spot where
the roadway narrows as it meets
the last block of West Ninth
Street.
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Week of April 16th
Developing Incredible Children

The Incredible Years is a series of interlocking, evidence-based programs for parents,
children, and teachers, supported by over 30 years of research. The goal is to prevent
and treat children’s behavior problems and promote their social, emotional, and aca-
demic competence. The programs are used worldwide in schools and mental health
centers, and have been shown to work across cultures and socio-economic groups.

Norma Loghmani, ASW
Psychiatric Social Worker

Children and Adolescent Services
ICBHS – El Centro

Semana del 16 de abril  
Niños Increíbles

Los Años Increíbles, conocido en Inglés como The Incredible Years, es una serie de
programas, basados en la evidencia, diseñado para trabajar de forma conjunta entre

padres, niños y maestros; con el respaldo de más de 30 años de investigación. El obje-
tivó es prevenir y tratar los problemas de comportamiento de los niños pequeños y

promover su capacidad social, emocional y académica. Estos programas se utilizan en
todo el mundo–en las escuelas y centros de salud mental–y se ha demostrado que fun-

ciona a través de diversas culturas y grupos socioeconómicos. 

Norma Loghmani
Trabajadora Social Psiquiátrico

Servicios para Niños y Adolescentes
ICBHS – El Centro
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Woman’s Club of Holtville
Community Birthdays

APRIL 12:  Jeanette Turner†, Robin Johnson Cartee, Ann McDonald.
APRIL 13: Ryan Salcido, Eugene Chi, Paige Lechner, Monica Sharp.
APRIL 14: Anna Dhalliwal, Brett Terrill, Deborah Parkins, Reagan
Nelson, Nita Cheatwood.
APRIL 16: David Ritter, Richard Young.  
APRIL 17: Carlos G. Hernandez†, Addison Nicole Clunn, Pam Evelyn
Thompson, Matthew Leimgruber, Jesus Nunez, Marty Morris†, Georganne
Guillen, Kieran Kelly.

Anniversaries
APRIL 12: Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Chi
APRIL 13: Mr. & Mrs. Carl & Marcy Bingham
APRIL 14: Mr. & Mrs. Lester Bornt
APRIL 15: Mr. & Mrs. Roger Rodahl, Mr. & Mrs. Jim O’Malley
APRIL 16: Mr. & Mrs.  Julio Gaucin
APRIL 17: Mr. & Mrs. TJ Walters, Mr. & Mrs. Jess Johnson, Mr. & Mrs.
Hans Vogel.

Members Of The
CNPA

Calendar
Bingo

Thursday, April 12, 2018
6 - 8 pm - American Legion Hall, Sixth and Cedar
- Holtville

Holtville Community Swap Meet
Saturday, April 14, 2018 - 7 am - Noon
Holt Park - Holtville

Halos & Tiaras Golf Tournament & Golf Ball Drop
Saturday, April 21, 2018 - 8 am
$100 per player
Barbara Worth Resort - Holtville

Boys And Girls Club Derby Days
Saturday, April 21, 2018 at 6:00 pm
Swiss Club, 1585 Worthington Rd, Holtville
All proceeds benefit the Boys & Girls Club
Holtville site

Carrot Festival Golf Tournament
Friday, April 27, 2018 - 8:30 am
$100 per player
Barbara Worth Resort - Holtville

Woman’s Club of Holtville
Our next meeting will be held on May 8th

NEED TO PUBLISH YOUR LEGAL NOTICES? NAME CHANGE,
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENTS OR PROBATES?

PLEASE CALL US. WE CAN PUBLISH FOR YOU.

CALL 760-356-2995 FOR COST.

Council Agrees To Buy Better Pickup For Fire Dept.

CONSTRUCTION IS COMPLETE on the section of West Ninth Street between Olive and Palm
Avenues. The dirt canal there was piped underground, the street was widened to two full lanes and
sidewalks were installed on the north side. The project also added two news stop signs at Ninth and
Olive, making it a four-way stop.
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Two of the winter sports
teams at Holtville High
School took the top honors
in the Inland Region of the
CIF’s San Diego Section All
Academic Teams.

The girls basketball team
had a collective grade point
average of 3.59, the highest
in the region.

The girls soccer team
had a collective GPA of
3.32.

In addition, a player on
each team earned Section
Scholar honors.

Soccer player Yahaira
Cortez, has a 4.38 GPA,
while basketball player
Angelie Gandevia attained a

4.31 grade point average.
Angelie also earned the top
spot among volleyball play-
ers in the region for the Fall
season.

Team GPAs were com-
puted with unweighted
grades because not all
schools offer the same num-
ber of weighted courses.
Advanced Placement and
similar classes offer more
points for their respective
A-F grades than regular
courses.

Section Scholars are the
junior or senior on each All-
Academic Team with the
highest weighted, cumula-
tive GPA.

the number of beautiful locally grown
flowers declined.

The WCH social and philanthropic
organization has more than 77 member
and  was federated in 1910.  It is part of the
de  Anza Federation of Women's Clubs. 

The club raises money through bunco
parties and luncheons, selling subscrip-
tions to the community calendar, yard
sales during even-numbered years,
spaghetti dinners, and soups 'n sweets din-
ners, and other activities. 

Monies raised have helped provide sup-
port  to many organizations, including the

Boys and Girls Club of Holtville, the
Cancer Resource Center of the Desert,
Friends of the Holtville Library, Pioneers'
Park and Imperial County Historical
Society, Holtville High School's Yellow
Ribbon Club, the Humane Society of
Imperial County, and various youth activi-
ties in  the Holtville School District.

The organization meets the first
Wednesday of the month, October through
June in  the club house at 219 East Sixth
Street in Holtville.

Deborah Thornburg is the current presi-
dent.

Woman’s Club..................................................................................................from page one

Imperial Valley Runners Rally For Local Initiative To Tackle Autism
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The scene at Sunbeam Lake
park looked like the set of an epic
movie on April 7 as a cast of a
thousands swarmed to triumph
over the adversity of autism.

The Children's Foundation of
the Imperial Valley staged the
Third annual 5K Family Fun Run
to raise funds to support autism
therapy. This year's theme was
the superhero and competitors
were encouraged to dress in the
costume of their favorite charac-

ter. All registered runners
received complementary tacos,
an event T-shirt, tote bag and a
race medal. 

Despite the heat, 950 runners
arrived to show they had the right
stuff but in the end it was
Holtville resident Jose Arroyo
who finished first clocking in at a
fleet 20 minutes and 15 seconds.
He ran most of the way with sib-
ling, Johnny, but brotherly love
was not about snatching bragging
rights from the jaws of victory as
Jose surged to the top of the pack
with Johnny finishing fourth.
Finish line confusion had Jose
mistakenly dashing an extra 50
yards.

"They sent me the wrong way
so I ran a little bit more but that's
OK.  It's good for the training,"
said Arroyo.

Some of the youngest competi-
tors were hot on the heels of the
winner. Fifth graders Alexes Uhri
and Daneli Acosta, finished at 23
minutes and 33 seconds and 34
seconds, respectively.  

Daneli confided it was difficult
but Alexes noted it was, "kind of
difficult, but we'll return next
year." 

Added Alexes' father, Steve
Uhri, "Oh man, I'm very proud of
her. She's worked hard and prac-

ticed a lot."
Physician John Dalle, event

organizer with his wife Katalina
Penland, was trackside with their
team Radiology for Autism.
Dalle is a radiologist at El Centro
Regional Medical Center and
was pleased the event grows big-
ger every year. What prompted
Dalle to organize the race was
seeing deficiencies not being
addressed for autistic children,
especially not getting them
applied behavioral analysis, a
cutting-edge therapy that has
been his focus the last several
years.

"The key is early diagnosis,
early as possible because the
longer you wait the worse the
prognosis," said Dalle. 

Of event support, he noted,
"Fitness Oasis (an Imperial gym)
is giving away a 50-inch TV. But
the beauty of the event is the
community coming together for
these kids." 

Leading Team Bradley was
Francisco Lopez of Calipatria
helping his four sons with their
racing decals. Bradley, a cousin
of Lopez, has a daughter with
autism and for Bradley's heroic
efforts Lopez named the team in
his honor.

"My kids are all ready; all they

want to do is run," said Lopez.
Added Oscar Lopez, 11, "I'm
really fast... Maybe I can win; I
know I can do it."

Yadira Chavria was running
with her 13-year-old son who has
autism. 

"He's one of the first here to
receive ABA therapy," she said.
"It's extremely helpful. It helps
him socialize with peers and sta-
bilize behavior."

Team Gage, named for Gage
Moreno, 3, who has autism, was
accompanied by parents Michael
and Edith Moreno who just
moved to the Imperial Valley
from San Diego. Edith wanted to
race to bring awareness to
autism. 

"Since Gage started attending
San Diego Regional Center for
Kids he's made a lot of progress
on his speech and overall social-
ization," she said.

Leading runners in Zumba
before the race was Dalia
Rodriguez, owner of Fitness
Oasis, along with instructor
Derek Gonzalez. Rodriguez
stressed the importance of famil-
iarizing the public with autism.

"People need to recognize early
signs," she said. "That's the
secret, identify autism symp-
toms." 

JOSE AND JOHNNY Arroyo finished ahead of the pack at the
3rd annual 5K Family Fun Run for Autism at Sunbeam Lake on
April 7.
PHOTO BY WILLIAM ROLLER

PHOTOS BY CAROL HANN

CITY OF HOLTVILLE and CR&R employees toss scrap metal in the bucket of a tractor at last
Saturday’s Spring Cleanup Day. The free event always draws large numbers of residents anxious to
get rid of the junk that has been cluttering the garage over the winter. The city and its contracted
waste hauler team up to make the process a little easier for everyone, going so far as to help unload
trucks and trailers.

HHS Girls Teams,
Individuals Take Top

CIF Scholar Spots

Spring Cleaning In A Big Way
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For All Your Legal Notices
Call Us At 760-356-2995

Small nonfarm businesses in
four Arizona counties and the
neighboring county in California
are now eligible to apply for low-
interest federal disaster loans
from the U.S. Small Business
Administration, announced
Director Tanya N. Garfield of
SBA’s Disaster Field Operations
Center-West. These loans offset
economic losses because of
reduced revenues caused by
drought in the following primary
county that began Jan. 30, 2018.

The primary Arizona county
is  Yuma, while the neighboring
California county is Imperial.
The other Arizona counties are
La Paz, Maricopa and Pima.

“SBA eligibility covers both
the economic impacts on busi-
nesses dependent on farmers and
ranchers that have suffered agri-
cultural production losses caused
by the disaster and businesses
directly impacted by the disas-
ter,” Garfield said.

Small nonfarm businesses,
small agricultural cooperatives,
small businesses engaged in
aquaculture and most private
nonprofit organizations of any
size may qualify for Economic
Injury Disaster Loans of up to $2
million to help meet financial
obligations and operating
expenses which could have been
met had the disaster not occurred.

“Eligibility for these loans is
based on the financial impact of
the disaster only and not on any
actual property damage. These
loans have an interest rate of 3.58
percent for businesses and 2.5
percent for private nonprofit
organizations, a maximum term

of 30 years and are available to
small businesses and most pri-
vate nonprofits without the finan-
cial ability to offset the adverse
impact without hardship,”
Garfield said.

By law, SBA makes
Economic Injury Disaster Loans
available when the U.S. Secretary
of Agriculture designates an agri-
cultural disaster. The Secretary
declared this disaster on March
30, 2018.

Businesses primarily engaged
in farming or ranching are not eli-
gible for SBA disaster assistance.
Agricultural enterprises should
contact the Farm Services
Agency about the U.S.
Department of Agriculture assis-
tance made available by the
Secretary’s declaration.
However, nurseries are eligible
for SBA disaster assistance in
drought disasters.

Applicants may apply online,
receive additional disaster assis-
tance information and download
applications at https://disaster-
loan.sba.gov/ela. Applicants may
also call SBA’s Customer Service
Center at (800) 659-2955 or
email at disastercustomerser-
vice@sba.gov for more informa-
tion on SBA disaster assistance.
Individuals who are deaf or hard-
of-hearing may call (800) 877-
8339. Completed applications
should be mailed to U.S. Small
Business Administration,
Processing and Disbursement
Center, 14925 Kingsport Road,
Fort Worth, TX  76155.

The deadline to apply for eco-
nomic injury is Nov. 30, 2018.

Local Businesses,
Nonprofits Eligible For SBA

Drought Disaster Loans Memorial service were held
on Tuesday, April 10, 2018 , at
Christ Community Church in El
Centro for Daryl Ingle, 72, of
Indio, CA who passed away on
Thursday, April 5, 2018. He was
born August 15, 1945 in
Calexico. Scott Hazelton officiat-
ed.

Daryl was a minister for
many years with the Assemblies
of God churches and at
Boulevard Fellowship. He
worked for Sears and worked in
mortgage and lending for many
years. His proudest accomplish-
ment was his family, his wife of

50 years, his two sons and their
families. He loved spending time
with his five grandchildren and
was a special uncle and brother to
many. Daryl was loved by all
who knew him and will be great-
ly missed.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Van D. Ingle and
Karye and Elmer House; his sis-
ter-in-law, Tammie Staggs; moth-
er-in-law, Billie Sue Brady and
his nephew, Johnny Lee Poore.
Daryl is survived by his wife,
Linda Ingle; his sons, Wes
(Jennifer) and Tyler (Christy)
Ingle; grandchildren, Trevor,

Dustin, Caleb, Dallas, and Jolie
Ingle; his children of his heart,
Becky Delay, Taylor Stanton, and
Jesse Bentley. He is also survived
by his two brothers, Jerry
(Jacquie) and Clifford (Vickie)
Ingle. Daryl has a large extended
family of sister and brother in
laws, nieces and nephews, and is
considered the patriarch of
Linda's family.

The family suggests memori-
als be sent to Boulevard
Fellowship, The Samaritan's
Purse or The American Cancer
Society. 

Obituaries

As you age, it is important to
know about the medication you
take to avoid possible problems.
You may be faced with more
health conditions that you need
to treat on a regular basis. It is
important to be aware that more
use of prescribed medications
and normal body changes caused
by aging can increase the chance
of unwanted or maybe even
harmful drug interactions. In
addition, while medications are
very important in helping to con-
trol many illnesses, they can have
serious side effects. Each year,
nearly 100,000 older adults are
admitted to the ER because of
medication-related issues includ-
ing falls, dizziness, heart issues,
or confusion. If you are 60 years
or older, HomeMeds Medication
Management provided by the
Imperial County Public Health
Department may be able to help.

HomeMeds is a free review
of all your medications by a
pharmacist. If you see multiple
doctors in the United States and
Mexico, fill prescriptions at mul-
tiple pharmacies, have recently
been to the ER or hospital, take

blood thinners or diabetes med-
ications, or have recently experi-
enced a fall or dizziness, then
you may benefit from a review.

A staff member visits you at
home to prepare a list of all your
medications, including over-the-
counter drugs or supplements.
This is reviewed by a specially
trained pharmacist. If any prob-
lems are found, the pharmacist
will work with you and your doc-
tors to make sure that you are
only taking the medications that
are right for you.

If you or someone you know
are interested in HomeMeds
Medication Management, con-
tact the Imperial County Public
Health Department at (442) 265-
1404 or visit them at 935
Broadway, El Centro, CA 92243.

The more you know about
your medicines and the more you
talk with your health care profes-
sionals, the easier it is to avoid
problems with medicines.

For more information regard-
ing other services and programs
for those 60 and older, contact
the Area Agency on Aging at
(442) 265-7000.

County Health Dept. Offers
Free At-Home Prescription

Interaction Review
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The diverse community of
Imperial Valley again pulled
together to raise support for col-
lege scholarships, which paves a
path for graduations that might
miss the finish line if not for col-
lective effort.

The fifth annual Taste of the
Valley celebrated the "Noche de
Primavera" with a spring fling
and yummy things at the San
Diego State University, Imperial
Valley Campus, in Calexico on
April 6. Hundreds mingled on
the Rollie Carrillo Quad to enjoy
culinary specialties of 17
Imperial Valley restaurants. 

In addition to the $50 admis-
sion, funds were raised through
21 business benefactors, includ-
ing platinum sponsors Conveyor
Group, KXO AM 1230 and
Rabobank. Another list of 14
individuals and entities also
donated.

The "Taste" event is vital and
allies with other alumni-based
scholarships to help students fur-
ther their education, remarked
Norma Aguilar, SDSU-IV aca-
demic advisor.

"There's always a need
because Imperial Valley is a
high unemployment/low-
income area," she said. "Also,
tuition in the last four years has
outstripped financial aid.
Scholarships alleviate the cost
of books, laptops, housing and

transportation. And scholarships
we hope help students graduate
without the burden of debt."

Campus Dean Gregorio
Ponce noted what makes Taste
special is that it brings together

Continued on Page 6

Imperial Valley's Melting Pot Merges
To Bolster Higher Education

GUESTS QUEUE FOR delicacies at the 5th annual Taste of the
Valley event that raises scholarship funds for the SDSU-IV cam-
pus on April 6. PHOTOS BY WILLIAM ROLLER
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SUNDAY,
APRIL 1

FALSE ALARM: At 11:52 a.m.
an alarm company reported that
the fire alarm had been triggered
in a local residence. Deputies
got there before the fire depart-
ment and advised dispatchers
that the homeowner was having
problems with the alarm system
and that everything was alright.

MONDAY,
APRIL 2

WATCH THOSE STOPS: At
12:13 a.m. a deputy reported
pulling over a driver who had
run the stop sign at Fourth and
Chestnut. The motorist was let
off with a warning to drive more
carefully.
THOUGHT BETTER OF
RUNNING: At 2:06 a.m. a
deputy reported trying to stop a
vehicle near the intersection at
Ninth and Towland but the driv-
er was failing to pull over. The
driver did stop and was arrested
for attempting to flee and not
having a license. The vehicle
was impounded.
NOTHING WRONG HERE:
At 8:19 p.m. a 911 call was
received from the senior apart-
ments on north Holt Avenue, but
no one said anything. Deputies
walked through the complex and
talked to several residents but
found no signs of anything
amiss.

WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 4

STOLEN BATTERY: At 12:45
p.m. a caller reported the theft of
a battery from a tractor parked in
a field south of Holtville. A
deputy filed a report on the theft.
POSSIBLE ASSAULT: At
10:03 p.m. a male caller reported
being assaulted by two other
male subjects in the Big John's
parking lot. Deputies spoke with
the man, who was only able to
provide a description of one of
the attackers and later admitted
to knowing him but not his name

or address. Sheriffs were looking
into the incident.

THURSDAY,
APRIL 5

SHADY CHARACTERS: At
12:25 a.m. a Figueroa Avenue
resident reported three suspi-
cious-looking males outside his
apartment. The names of two of
them were provided to deputies,
who were going to be watching
for them.
PROWLER SPOTTED: At
12:57 a.m. a Thiesen Road resi-
dent called sheriffs after arriving
home to see someone jumping
the fence out of her back yard.
Deputies searched the area but
didn't find anyone hiding nearby.

FRIDAY,
APRIL 6

RURAL WRECK: At 1:39 p.m.
a traffic accident was reported to
have occurred at Heber and
Barbara Worth Roads involving
a U.S. Border Patrol vehicle and
a passenger vehicle. The fire
department and ambulances
were dispatched. Three children
and two adults were reportedly
taken to area hospitals by ambu-
lances.
HE’S FINE: At 2:14 p.m. a resi-
dent called City Hall and was
worried about a neighbor's dog,
which could be heard crying. An
animal control officer wasn't
available but the dog's owner
was contacted and said it was
fine. A deputy went to check on
the animal and reported that it
seemed to be alright, with water
and access to the home through a
doggie door.
FORGED CHECKS: At 3:03
p.m. a male caller reported that
someone had fraudulently
cashed some checks in El Centro
that belonged to him. He thought
that they had been stolen from
his former residence. Sheriffs
were investigating the incident.
IT’S A PUBLIC STREET: At
5:19 p.m. deputies were called
on to mediate a dispute between

neighbors over a parking issue
on street sweeping day. The
caller was advised to contact the
sheriff's office before attempting
to confront the other party.
TOO LATE TO BE KNOCK-
ING: At 8:07 p.m. a caller
reported that some male subjects
were knocking on doors in the
neighborhood and was worried
they were up to something.
Additional patrols of the area
were requested.

SATURDAY,
APRIL 7

PLANNED TO COME
BACK?: At 10:43 a.m. a rural
resident requested a deputy
regarding a suspicious male sub-

ject that had been on their prop-
erty the night before and had cut
the wires to their security cam-
eras. A deputy filed a report and
took a copy of the video surveil-
lance of the man.
A LITTLE OBVIOUS: At
10:54 a.m. a driver was pulled
over at Orchard and Nimura
Roads after being observed to
skid through the stop sign at the
intersection. A warning was
given about being more obser-
vant and driving more carefully.
STOLEN BLOWER: At 11:19
a.m. a deputy was requested to
take a report for a leaf blower
and gas can that had been stolen
from a local residence during the
night.

CELLULAR VIOLATION: At
11:39 a.m. a vehicle was pulled
over at Orchard and Havens
Roads and the driver was cited
for using a cell phone while
driving.
BOUGHT AND PAID FOR,
BUT WITH ANOTHER
PROBLEM: At 7:43 p.m. a
caller reported two subjects pos-
sible stealing freshly cut hay on
Worthington Road northwest of
town. Deputies found the vehi-
cle and the driver provided a
receipt for the purchase of the
hay, which the farmer verified.
The man didn't have a drivers
license and was cited for that,
while his wife was called to
come and pick up the vehicle.

BRADLEY KAUFMAN solicits donations for burn survivors to
attend Burn Institute summer camp at Fifth and Holt last Friday.

JOHN ROBLES, HOLTVILLE firefighter, asks a motorist for a
donation for burn survivors.  
PHOTOS BY WILLIAM  ROLLER

Holtville Firefighters
Lend A Hand To
Burn Institute

The El Centro Sector Border
Patrol is excited to announce the
arrival of its newly appointed
Chief Patrol Agent, Gloria I.
Chavez, who entered on duty
April 1.

Chavez is a nationally recog-
nized senior executive leader
within Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) who has served
the U.S. Border Patrol for more
than 23 years, according to a
press release from the agency.
She brings a wealth of knowl-
edge and experience as well as a
fresh perspective on border secu-
rity to the Imperial and Riverside
Counties. 

Chavez entered on duty with
the U.S. Border Patrol on May
14, 1995, and was first assigned
to the front lines as a Border
Patrol Agent at the Imperial
Beach Station, San Diego Sector.
She excelled at many diverse
leadership assignments in the
field that enabled her to be pro-
moted to U.S. Border Patrol
Headquarters, Washington, D.C.
There, she managed border secu-
rity training missions and coordi-
nated the deployment of U.S.
Border Patrol agents to foreign

countries across the globe.
Additionally, she led several
bilateral negotiations with the
Government of Mexico on policy
and training agreements on
behalf of CBP. 

In 2007, she returned to the
southwest border as an Assistant
Chief Patrol Agent overseeing
the communications and commu-
nity engagement departments for
the San Diego Sector. Chief
Chavez' arrival reinvigorated the
relationship between the U.S.
Border Patrol and the local com-
munity by creating and imple-
menting policies that positively
affected public outreach and
community relations efforts.

Chavez assumed her first sta-
tion command as the Patrol
Agent in Charge of the Chula
Vista Station, San Diego Sector
in 2008. She then promoted to
Chief Patrol Agent and assumed
command of the Spokane Sector
in 2010.  There she commanded
seven Border Patrol stations
along the U.S.-Canada border.

In 2015, Chavez proudly pro-
moted to the Senior Executive
Service position of Deputy Chief
for the Law Enforcement

Operations Division, Washington
D.C., overseeing operations and
intelligence programs for 20
Border Patrol Sectors nation-
wide. 

Chavez earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Criminal
Justice Administration, magna
cum laude, from Columbia
Southern University and holds a
Master of Arts degree in Security
Studies from the Naval
Postgraduate School, and is a
Senior Executive Fellow of the
John F. Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard
University.

Chavez' dynamic and diverse
leadership coupled with her love
for community engagement will
ensure the continued success of
the El Centro Sector for years to
come. The El Centro Sector is
comprised of 1,200 agents and
mission readiness personnel who
are responsible for securing 70
miles of international border with
Mexico.

"I am ecstatic about assuming
command of the El Centro Sector
and becoming part of this great,
tightknit community", said
Chavez.

Local Border Patrol Has New Chief
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Domestic Abuse Prevention
Advocate Wins Hechanova Award
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The Elsa Hechanova
Memorial Award honoring those
dedicated to bringing about jus-
tice was presented to Judith
Klein-Pritchard on April 9 at the
Loyal Order of Moose Lodge in
Imperial.

Klein-Pritchard is director
of legal services for
WomanHaven, the center that
provides a comprehensive
response to domestic violence
through community
outreach.She has been involved
with victim advocacy for 28
years. She was also instrumen-
tal in developing the protocol
for identification, investigation
and prosecution of domestic
violence cases using a victim-
centered approach. 

“You have no idea what this
means to me. I was surprised
and very honored," said Klein-
Pritchard in an interview just
before receiving her award.
"This validates what we've been
trying to do with the problem of
family violence all these years." 

Elsa Hechanova, the award's
namesake, was herself a crime
victim. She was 81 when she
was murdered inside her own
home. Hechanova emigrated
from the Philippines and was
intelligent, athletic and an avid
gardener, a woman who lived
the core values of service above
self, honesty, accountability and
integrity, noted Deborah Owen,
county assistant district attor-
ney. 

"Judy works tirelessly on
behalf of domestic-abuse sur-
vivors," said Owen. "When
Judy works on a case you know
you'll not only get through it,
you can conquer anything. Judy
works with a team to get things
done. She knows how to per-

suade a domestic-abuse sur-
vivor to go forward with a pros-
ecution even if she is hesitant to
act. By keeping the community
safe it helps end the cycle of
violence and reduce future
crime."

District Attorney Gilbert
Otero noted the Hechanova
Award is presented during the
National Crime Victims' Rights
Week. Since1982, NCVRW has
helped victims heal from their
trauma by creating the Victims
of Crime Act and the Crime
Victims Fund.

"Judith has been an advocate
for victims since day one," said
Otero, "She shows compassion,
even for the offender. And we
couldn't do our work without
the victim advocates. So, thank
you Judy.We could not do this
without your help."

Klein-Pritchard is also a role
model to her staff members,

such as Norma Ventura, who
noted she was excited for her
supervisor and proud of her. 

"She goes above and beyond
with her clients when it comes
to how to advocate for violence
survivors." said Ventura. "She's
shown me how to express the
love survivors need to help
them transition back to a normal
life."

One of those survivors is
Tamara Sunghera who has
known Klein-Pritchard for 23
years. Sunghera prevailed
through a turbulent marriage
with an abusive husband.

"Judy made a difference in
my life," said Sunghera.
"Because of her support she
convinced me I could prosecute
my ex-husband. Every time I
went to court it gave me
strength. I'm blessed to have her
and Judy deserves this award
110 percent."

JUDITH KLEIN-PRITCHARD, director for legal sevices at
WomenHaven, with Imperial County District Attorney Gilbert
Otero. Klein-Pritchard received the Elsa Hechanova Memorial
Award in Imperial on April 9. PHOTO BY WILLIAM ROLLER

the community from across the
vast reaches of an agricultural
and burgeoning renewable ener-
gy hub to enjoy great local cui-
sine while sustaining college
education.

"We awarded over $60,000 in
scholarships this academic year
and we anticipate doing more
next year," said Ponce.

The Taste gathering also is a
prime prospect for the communi-
ty to network in context of sup-
porting one of the few four-year
institutions with a physical pres-
ence in the county, noted J. Todd
Finnell, superintendent of the
Imperial County Office of
Education and a member of the
SDSU-IV Dean's Advisory
Board.

"For local students who want
the four-year on-campus experi-
ence and to remain here, the
Imperial Valley University
Partnership allows students to
simultaneously register at
Imperial Valley College and
SDSU-IV," said Finnell. "And
our role on the advisory board
helps students think in the long
term of meeting academic aspira-
tions in their own community."

The event recognized four
SDSU-IV scholarship students:
Daniel Ray Valdez, Aileen
Corcoles, Mark Anthony Carlos,
all class of 2018, and Tiffani
Escalante, class of 2019. Carlos
already works as a registered
nurse at Pioneers Memorial
Healthcare District medical-sur-
gical unit, and is trying to attain
his bachelor of science in nurs-
ing, a more rigorous professional
standard. 

"BSN follows evidence-
based nursing practice," he said.
"With this scholarship I can focus
more on my studies." 

Corcoles, a criminal justice
major and Associated Student
Council treasurer, remarked the
scholarship helps her avoid stu-
dent loans. Yet, she is carrying
nearly $10,000 in student debt
that adds a bit of stress in won-
dering how she'll pay it off.

"I just got accepted into a
master's criminology program at
the main campus, and that'll add
to my debt," she said. "But I want
to thank everybody who donated
tonight because without them I
couldn't complete my education."

Taste.........................from page 4

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS MARK Anthony Carlos and
Aileen Corcoles at the annual Taste of the Valley fundraiser.
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BY GARY REDFERN
Business Buzz reporter

With President Donald Trump and China
trading tariff threats like bets at a World
Series of Poker final table, it seems no sector
of the American economy is safe from get-
ting sucked in. Over the past month the chips
in play went from Chinese steel and alu-
minum to American hogs and soybeans.  

Tariffs are taxes nations put on goods
imported from other nations. Sellers of those
goods typically pass that added cost on to
buyers, so prices increase and as a result con-
sumers may buy less of them. After Trump
threatened tariffs, China in the first week of
April upped the ante by saying it would
impose them on numerous U.S. imports. 

Imperial County residents and farmers
could feel the pinch, though how much is
largely a matter of speculation, observers
said. 
"You need to step back and look at the big-

ger picture.  It's more of a strategy to negoti-
ate these other trade agreements," said El
Centro business consultant Thomas Topuzes,
explaining Trump's threat to place tariffs on
Chinese goods might be a tactic to win better
trade deals in Asia.
Trump is delivering on a campaign promise

that addresses a long-standing economic
issue, according to Michael Bracken, manag-
ing partner and chief economist of DMG

Economics (Development Management
Group, Inc.).
"Yes, we appear to be in the beginnings of a

trade war with China, and potentially others,"
Bracken stated in an e-mail. "The genesis of
this is that for decades many countries have
relied on open trade TO the United States for
their products while having more protection-
ist limits and tariffs on goods coming FROM
America."

Bracken added, "President Trump cam-
paigned on working to reduce barriers for
American products (both in terms of limits
and tariffs).  He appears to be working to
deliver on that campaign promise."

Imperial County's main exposures are with
hay--or forage crops--its growers export to
China and consumers possibly paying more
for goods imported from China. 

Even though forage crops were not among
the more than 100 American-produced items
on the tariff list recently released by the
Chinese, many agricultural items are. As
such, the entire farm sector and its related
industries could feel the effects if China ends
up buying less of those goods due to tariffs,
Topuzes said.

Local growers are watchful, said Brea
Mohamed, executive director of the Imperial
County Farm Bureau.
"I think the biggest concern is the ag in gen-
eral. We're all just paying attention," she said.
"We haven't seen any forage crops on the list,
so hopefully we won't." 
Alfalfa, Sudan grass and Bermuda grass hay

production in Imperial County totaled about
$240 million in 2016, with a significant por-
tion of that compressed and shipped to Asia,
including China, according to the annual
crop report released by the Imperial County
Agricultural Commissioner. 

Cotton is on the Chinese tariff list, but it is
not currently among the leading crops in
Imperial County, totaling just 2000 acres and
$2.8 million in value in 2016, the crop report
states. Bracken added the situation will be of
greater concern if it expands.
"Specific to the Imperial Valley, I would be

most worried if hay crops are impacted as
that is the crop that is most often exported,"
he explained. "That said, in the near term,
China represents only about 7% of crop
exports from the region.  If Japan and
Mexico were to enter into a trade war with
the United States, the impact to the region
would be greater."

The salvos started on March 1 with Trump
threatening to slap a 25-percent charge on
steel and 10-percent charge on aluminum
imported from China. The response from
China was the wide-ranging list of tariff tar-
gets, including pork products and soybeans,
many of which are produced in Midwest
farming areas that heavily voted for Trump in
the 2016 election.
Topuzes said such targeting is no accident.

"The Chinese are very smart. There's a lot of
precision. It will impact a certain segment of
the population," he said, adding the U.S.
approach is no different: "Each side knows

what they're doing."
Asked about the outlook, Topuzes main-

tained it favors the U.S. and any impact like-
ly will not be long term. 
"China needs us more than we need China.

They have a large market in the U.S.," he said
of the myriad goods the Asian nation sells in
America, including electronics, whose sales
could decline if prices rise due to tariffs. "I'm
pretty sure we are the largest customer they
have. When a business has a reduction in
business with its largest customer, it has an
adverse impact."

Actual implementation of tariffs "could
come into play, however, I don't think it's
going to be long term because both sides will
realize 'It's not the best thing for my econo-
my.'"  

One impact already seen is wild gyrations
in the U.S. stock market. Bracken said that
inflicts more immediate pain.

"If a trade war were to occur there will be
winners and losers.  In a broad sense, anyone
with retirement investments (401k and simi-
lar) in the stock market will lose because
markets want and need certainty.  Atrade war
compromises certainty," Bracken stated.

The Dow Jones Industrial Average was
down 572 points, or 2.34 percent of its value,
on April 6. The sell off came less than 24
hours after Trump tripled to $150 billion the
value of Chinese imports on which he is
threatening to impose tariffs. Shortly before
that, China had said it would slap tariffs on
more than 100 U.S. imports.

Tariff Battle Could Have Local Impact, But Ag Safe For Now 

County News
Loss of Big Stores Will Hurt County

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Merchant icons JC Penney and Toys R
Us will shutter their Calexico locations
sometime this spring leaving two more
gaps in the city's commerce landscape at
a time when it can least be afforded.

While the moves are part of a broader
national decline for major retail stores
and financial troubles for these two in
particular, locals lamented their passing
and discussed what the closures mean to
their border city.
City Council Member Jesus Escobar said

the actions are devastating and will wors-
en a difficult financial situation in which
the city faces a budget deficit and diffi-
cult choices on what services may be
affected as a result. 

"We need to think out of the box," said
Escobar. "We need to be creative about
the businesses we get to replace them."
Toys R Us tentatively plans to shut U.S.
operations. For many, the toy merchan-
diser was the go-to shop for Christmas,
with everything from video games to
bicycles. 

"It's very sad to see Toy R Us closing.

People go to buy there because the store
carries things you can't find anywhere
else," said Yvette Vega, customer and sea-
sonal store employee. "Kids love going to
go look and play. 

I have met many wonderful people
because Toys R Us has given jobs oppor-
tunity to a lot of people so it's hard to see
the end of an amazing store." 
JC Penney, which sells contemporary
fashion at affordable prices, will close
only eight locations in the U.S. but that
includes the Calexico outlet. The retailer
still has a location at the Imperial Valley
Mall in nearby El Centro.

"Both sides of the border will be affect-
ed since we will be losing a store that has
been here for decades," JC Penney shop-
per Martha Godinez said. "We need more
business here in Calexico so there can be

more job opportunities for our people." 
There are speculations of hope for some

U.S. Toys R Us locations. Company
Chief Executive Officer David Brandon
noted in a money.cnn. interview a buyer
of its Canadian stores could purchase the
200 best performing U.S. stores and keep
them operational. 

That corroborates with what Escobar

said he has heard. 
"I know they are trying to save Toys R

Us," said Escobar. "An investor is inter-
ested in purchasing some of the U.S.
stores."
Calexico City Council Member Bill
Hodge said the closures were sad for not
only lost revenue but for the services that
disappear, as well as being hard on the
nearly 100 employees he estimates will
lose their jobs. More going without work
in a city that already has among the high-
est unemployment rates in the state
weighs heavily on residents as well.
"It's very sad to see the store closing and

people losing their jobs. I come here
mostly because of my nephews who get
very excited to come here as if it was
Disneyland," said Toys R Us shopper
Elena Martinez.
At JC Penney shopper Martha Caaby

added, "I feel that the store has raised the
prices on some of their products now that
they are closing. I feel sad for the people
that will lose their jobs since Calexico
will have one less option to shop at." 
Hodge called JC Penney one of the city's

best sources of revenue. Yet he said he is
confident of the leadership of Miguel
Figueroa, city economic development
director, to bring in quality businesses to
replace the retailers. 

"Mr. Figueroa told me it's not easy to
bring in any business," said Hodge. "He's
looking into the possibility of re-zoning
the (Toys R Us) area. I want to re-zone it
as a mixed use area so we can bring in a

variety of retail and residential. All it
takes is one good retailer that will start a
snowball effect to bring in other business-
es."

Council Member Lewis Pacheco said he
heard but was not certain the closures
would happen in May. He added there had
been speculation an investor was going to
lease the Toys R Us space but it did not
pan out. As for JC Penney, Pacheco said
he heard at least some employees would
transfer to the El Centro location.

"We're waiting for a report from our
financial consultant (Susan Mayer) for an
update on lost revenue," said Pacheco.
"We're strongly looking at bringing in
other tenants" to both locations. 
Also weighing in was Gonzalo Gerardo,

newly appointed interim chief of police.
Gerardo remarked in an email the
impending store closures might have a
ripple effect on the running of the police
department. 
"These businesses have been in financial

trouble for some time and will affect our
city's revenues through sales tax and busi-
ness license collections, and draw less
people to Calexico," said Gerardo. 
However, he said the city has the right
team in place to recover from the losses,
adding, "The city has a great economic
development director, Miguel Figueroa.
And our new city manager, David Dale, is
very supportive in attracting new busi-
ness."
Mario Conde contributed to this story.

JC PENNEY location in downtown Calexico.   PHOTO BY MARIO CONDE

TOYS R US is one of two big national chain locations Calexico and the Imperial
Valley will be losing soon.    PHOTO BY MARIO CONDE
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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

In the wake of President
Donald Trump's request that
states pony up their national
guard troops to enhance border
security, Gov. Jerry Brown has
decided to accept funding and
allow deployment of a limited
number of troops to the border.

“Pursuant to your request,
the California National Guard
will accept federal funding to
add approximately 400 Guard
members statewide to supple-
ment the staffing of its ongoing
program to combat transnation-
al crime,” Brown said in a letter
to federal officials. “This pro-
gram is currently staffed by 250
personnel statewide, including
55 at the California border.”

“Your funding for new
staffing will allow the Guard to
do what it does best: support
operations targeting transna-
tional criminal gangs, human
traffickers and illegal firearm
and drug smugglers along the
border, the coast and throughout
the state,” Brown continued.
“Combating these criminal
threats are priorities for all
Americans – Republicans and
Democrats. That’s why the state
and the Guard have long sup-
ported this important work and
agreed to similar targeted assis-
tance in 2006 under President
Bush and in 2010 under
President Obama.”

“But let’s be crystal clear on
the scope of this mission. This
will not be a mission to build a
new wall. It will not be a mis-
sion to round up women and
children or detain people escap-
ing violence and seeking a bet-
ter life. And the California
National Guard will not be
enforcing federal immigration
laws.” 

Meanwhile, the governors
of several other states, includ-
ing border states Texas and
Arizona, offered their guards
almost immediately following
Trump's April 4 request. But a
federal official in El Centro had
no information if any troops

would be sent to the county. 
U.S. Customs and Border

Protection expects further guid-
ance to be provided by the
Department of Homeland
Security on details of guard
deployment, stated Agent Justin
Castrejon of the Border Patrol
El Centro Sector public affairs
office. He was responding to an
email inquiry and noted that
while he did not a have a spe-
cific number of personnel that
maybe sent, border agents face
constant pressure from smug-
glers.

"In the past we've seen
smuggling organizations
instructing people when and
where to cross the border ille-
gally," he said. "Smugglers con-
tinuously advertise their servic-
es to gain illegal funds and
exploit people around the
world."

The Border Patrol already
has a sizable presence in
Imperial County. While appre-
hensions of illegal border
crossers had been on the decline
nationwide, indicating fewer
are seeking to cross, Trump in
his decision cited concerns
those numbers are upticking.

In the memorandum he
signed seeking guard help from
the states, Trump also
explained the security of the
U.S. is imperiled by a surge of
opioids and other illicit drugs,
and deadly transnational gangs
exploiting an unsecured south-
ern border.

However, the effectiveness
of the maneuver elicited skepti-
cism from some California
observers.

"There are more Mexicans
leaving the U.S. than arriving,"
said James Gerber, an emeritus
professor of economics who
taught at San Diego State
University from 1985 to 2015.
"The number of Mexicans liv-
ing in the U.S. has fallen over
the last eight to nine years. The
national guard at the border is
purely political and serves no
real purpose other than to
assure the president's base he is
still maintaining a hard, anti-

immigrant line."
Reception was also icy from

Eduardo Rivera, a Calexico
attorney. 

"The deployment of the
national guard to the U.S.-
Mexican border is a foolish,
impractical and xenophobic
attempt to distort U.S. immi-
gration policy," he said.

Guard troops have been
deployed to the border on sev-
eral previous occasions, includ-
ing 2006 when they were a vis-
ible local presence and were
housed near Holtville at what is
now the Imperial Palms Hotel

& Resort at Barbara Worth.
Rivera scoffed when asked if
troops heading to the area
might have a positive economic
impact.

"There will be no economic
benefit to border communities
by this expenditure for border
guards," stressed Rivera.
"Oklahoma teachers are paid
some of the lowest wages in the
U.S. Some have to rely on food
stamps or second and third jobs
to survive. These funds (for the
guard) should go to Oklahoma
or Arizona teacher salaries."

Gerber remarked expendi-

tures by guard members would
undoubtedly benefit local mer-
chants in the short run. Yet it
also angers and offends
Mexicans who vote with their
dollars by not crossing over to
shop. 

"In Texas, for example,
cross-border shopping has
declined recently," said Gerber.
"In part that maybe due to the
anti-Mexican attitudes that are
promoted by the U.S.
Eventually the guard goes
home, but Mexicans are on the
border forever."

Governor Agrees To Allow Guard At Border; Trump's Request Panned Locally

County News

No Parking Signs Being Installed
Adjacent To Costco

Beginning Monday, April 16,
the City of El Centro will be
installing “No Parking” signs
adjacent to Costco.

Parking will be prohibited on
Bradshaw Avenue between
Imperial Avenue (SR-86) and
Waterman Avenue.

Should you have any ques-
tions, please contact the City
Engineering office at (760) 337-
5182.

Public Notice

Imperial County Department of Public Works Request for Proposal (RFP)
Quality Control and Quality Assurance Testing Services

for Dogwood Road Improvements

Federal Aid No. RSTP-5958(101)
County Project No. 6203

Re-Release

The County of Imperial Department of Public Works is requesting responses from qualified consulting
firms to provide services for the subject Federally Funded Projects.

The Request for Proposal is available for review and download at the County of Imperial Department of
Public Works Web site at http://www.co.imperial.ca.us/publicwork/index.asp under the section titled
"Projects Out to Bid".

Qualified entities along with Disadvantaged Business Enterprise entities are invited to submit written
responses for consideration in accordance with this Request. These services will be conducted under a
contract with the County of Imperial. All proposals should be submitted before the due date of 4:00 p.
m. May 10, 2018 to:

John A. Gay, P. E.
Director of Public Works

c/o Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst II
County of Imperial

155 South 11th Street
El Centro, CA 92243

For additional information regarding this Notice please contact Jose Castaneda, Administrative Analyst
II of the County of Imperial Department of Public Works at (442) 265-1818.

Legal 8757
Publish: April 12, 19, 26, May 3,  2018

PUBLIC NOTICE
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Swiss Schwingfest Celebrates 97 Years
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-216
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Letty Baker & Associates Inc.
1615 W. Main St. Suite “A”
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Letty Baker & Associates Inc.
1615 W. Main St. Suite “A”
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Leticia Baker Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.

Signature: Leticia Baker,
President
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 22,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 21, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 5911  
Publish: Mar.  29, Apr. 5, 12, 19,
2018

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-209
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Gary Ansiel LLC
2447 Hoyt Road
Holtville, CA 92250
Imperial County
Full Name of Registrants:
Gary Ansiel LLC
2447 Hoyt Road
Holtville, CA 92250
Gary Ansiel
2447 Hoyt Road
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by:
CoPartners
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: May 12, 2017.
I,  Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Gary Ansiel
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 20,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 19, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 8755   
Publish: March 22, 29, April 5,
12, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-210
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
El Centro Body Shop & Detail
240 S 3rd St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Higinio Garcia Salazar
1531 Ross Ave. Apt. B 109
El Centro, CA 92243
Benigno Jeova Lopez Valle
1008 N 49 Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90042
This business conducted by: A
General Partnership
Registrant  commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: March 21, 2018.
I, Declare that all of the informa-

tion in this statement is true and
correct.
Signature: Higinio Garcia
Salazar
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 21,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 20, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy     
Legal 5907 
Publish: March 29, April 5, 12,
19, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-230
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Valiant LLC
540 Broadway
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrants:
David E. Hansen
1603 N. 12th St.
El Centro, CA 92243
Francisco de Jesus Quintero
Gamboa
350 West E. St. Apt. 121
Brawley CA 92227
This business conducted by: A
Limited Liability Partnership
Registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above
on: January 28.
I, David E. Hansen Declare that

all of the information in this
statement is true and correct.
Signature: David E. Hansen, Co
Partner
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: March 26,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: March 25, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Joanna L. Lerno, Deputy
Legal 5910 
Publish: Mar.  29, Apr. 5, 12, 19,
2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

For Publication of Your Legal Notices Call Us, Your County Adjudicated Newspaper.
Imperial Valley Weekly/Calexico Chronicle 760-356-2995

ATTACHMENT 3

LEGALADVERTISEMENT IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND
FOR THE COUNTY OF IMPERIAL CASE # EPR 04032 NOTICE OF INTENTION TO SELL REAL
PROPERTY AT PRIVATE SALE

ESTATE OF VELIA HINOJOSA:  Notice is hereby given that the undersigned on APRIL 27, 2018, at
8:30 A.M., or thereafter within the time allowed by law, as Conservator of the Estate of the above-named
individual, will sell at private sale to the highest and best bidder, on the terms and conditions herein men-
tioned all right, title, and interest of the Conservatee in the real property located in the County of
Imperial, State of California, described as follows: 

ADDRESS: 1461 EAST K STREET, BRAWLEY, CA 92227 APN: 049-172-019-000

The sale is subject to current taxes, covenants, conditions, restrictions, reservations, rights, rights of way,
and easements of record, with any encumbrances of record and commissions, attorney at law fees, and
fees for administration to be satisfied from the purchase price and if the purchase price is inadequate the
purchaser shall pay any balance-outstanding. The property is to be sold on an "as is" basis, without any
representation, warranty, or covenant of any kind, expressed or implied. Bids or offers are invited for this
property and must be in writing and will be received at the Office of Imperial County Public
Administrator/Conservator, 778 West State Street, El Centro, California, 92243, at any time after the first
publication of this notice and before making said sale.  Any accepted bid may be subject to court confir-
mation and "overbid" in open court. The property will be sold on the following additional terms: a
deposit, five percent (5 %) of the amount bid in a certified check, is required at the time of acceptance
of the bid; The balance to be paid into escrow within five (5) days of confirmation of sale by the Imperial
County Superior Court.  The Deposit is subject to forfeiture if failure to complete escrow is due to the
default of the purchaser.  Any taxes, rents, operating and maintenance expenses, premiums on insurance
(if any), acceptable to the purchaser shall be prorated as of the date of recording of conveyance. 

Escrow charges, examination of title, transfer taxes and buyer's title insurance policy, lender's fees and
any other cost fees and expenses shall be at the expense of the purchaser.

The undersigned reserves the right to refuse to accept any bids.
MARCH 28, 2018
ROSALINA BLANKENSHIP
IMPERIAL COUNTY PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR/CONSERVATOR
Legal 8756                                          Publish: Mar. 29, Apr. 5, 12, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF ELECTION
IMPERIAL COUNTY

OFFICES FOR WHICH CANDIDATES ARE TO BE ELECTED
AT THE JUNE 5, 2018 STATEWIDE PRIMARY ELECTION

COUNTY OFFICES

Superior Court Judge, Seat 1 and Seat 3, Supervisor District 1 and 5, Superintendent of Schools,
Assessor, Auditor-Controller, Clerk Recorder, District Attorney, Sheriff-Coroner, and Treasurer-Tax
Collector

SPECIAL DISTRICT
IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Director Division 1
Director Division 3
Director Division 5

MEASURES

Measure "Y" County Cannabis Tax
Measure "Z" $10,000,000 School Bond, Westmorland Union Elementary

The Polls will be open between the hours of 7:00 am to 8:00 pm, on Election Day, June 5, 2018.

Notice is further given all ballots will be tallied at a central counting center located at Imperial
County Registrar's Office, County Administration Building, 940 Main Street, Rm 206, El Centro.

Notice is further given, that beginning at 9:00 am on May 21, 2018 absentee ballots will be
processed for counting, pursuant to Election Code §15101.

ABOVE NOTICE GIVEN THIS 9, April, 2018

DEBRA PORTER
Registrar of Voters 

Legal 8758 Publish: Apr. 12, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

WANTED
We're looking for curious
and community-oriented

writers and reporters
to join our Imperial
Valley news team. 
Contact Brenda  at

holtvillenews@aol.com or call 
760-356-2995.
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