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Four Big Events
Tonight, Tomorrow

No one will be able to say
there isn’t anything to do in
Holtville this week.

The monthly Farmers Market
& Street Fair will be taking place
from 6 to 9 p.m. Thursday
evening in Holt Park. It will be
the last one until the weather
starts to cool down in September
and will include performances by
the band Confusion.

The annual spring concerts,
which features performances by
all the local school bands and the
high school choir, will take place
in the Finley Elementary School
auditorium Thursday and Friday

evenings. The middle school and
beginning band concert will take
place Thursday at 6:30 p.m.,
while the high school band, jazz
band and chorus will perform
Friday at 6 p.m. in the auditorium.

Holtville High School will be
hosting its annual Powder Puff
football game Thursday, May 23
at 6 p.m. The gridiron contest will
feature senior and freshman girls
going up against a team made up
of sophomores and juniors. Male
students from the respective
classes will fill the roles of coach-
es and cheerleaders.

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The American Legion and
American Legion Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer Unit 138 will host
the Memorial Day ceremony at
the Memorial Monument in Holt
Park starting at 8:30 a.m. on May
27.

"It’s important to remember
and pay tribute to those who
made the ultimate sacrifice for
America's freedom," said Kim
Vincent, president of Auxiliary
Unit 138.

The Holtville ceremony will
honor Imperial Valley's 33 ser-
vicemen whose lives were
claimed in war since World War
I. An array of Memorial Day
events will also take place in El
Centro, Brawley, Calexico and
Imperial. 

A number of distinguished

guests will attend the Holtville
ceremony, including the family
of U.S. Marine Cpl. Erik Silva,
who was killed in Iraq; the fami-
ly of Miguel Macliz, a World War
II veteran; and the family of
Victor Zaragoza, a Vietnam vet-
eran.

Cmdr. Jeremy Doughty, exec-
utive officer of the Naval Air
Facility El Centro, will be the
keynote speaker. Lt.Chancellor
Jenkins, NAF chaplain, will con-
duct the invocation and benedic-
tion. Larry Leonardo, command-
er of the American Legion
Department of California, is
another special guest. 

The Imperial County Sheriff's
Office Explorer Post 4500 will
perform the U.S. Armed Forces
Medley along with a flag presen-
tation.

In addition, The Imperial
County Sheriff's Office will fire a
three-volley salute and Taps will
be played by Abigail Garewal, a
Holtville High School student. 

Holtville Mayor Ginger Ward
will address the community and
District 5 county Supervisor Ray
Castillo will perform a medley of
patriotic songs.

Continued on Page 10

American Legion
Auxil iary To Host

Memorial  Day
Ceremony

Former Baking Student
Becoming Master of the Craft

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

An ambitious student baker
who was already stimulating
palates with delicious cookies
and cakes at family gatherings
has turned the dedication to her
craft into an assistant teaching
position and a business.

Laura Duarte, who completed
the Wilton Method of Cake
Decoration course in the
Holtville Unified School

District's adult education pro-
gram, was promoted last fall
from class member to assistant
instructor by her teacher, Lupita
Miranda. 

Speaking in Spanish with her
comments relayed by a translator,
Duarte recalled she advanced
quickly because of Miranda's
patient teaching and the story
Miranda shared about her own
struggles as a single mother striv-
ing to become a professional
baker. 

"Lupita was a mentor,
inspired me, and the class was a
kind of trust she would hand over
to me," said Duarte. "The class
made a bigger bond between us
and I looked up to Lupita. She
thought of me as her own daugh-
ter (she has only sons) and that
made learning all the different
baking techniques more stimulat-
ing."

Cake decoration is part of a
culinary arts pathway grant co-
authored by Fernanda Ledezma,
Holtville schools coordinator for
adult education. She works from
an office at Finley Elementary
School where she translated for
Duarte who is learning English as
a second language as part of the
program. 

Funding is from a Workforce
Innovation and Opportunities Act
grant to California from the U.S.
Labor Department.

There are 130 adults ages 18-
70 enrolled, and they do inde-
pendent study as work schedules
allow throughout the academic
year, continuing until they
receive a diploma.

Even though Duarte showed
promise as a baker, it was an
unforeseen chance that thrust her
into the role of instructor.

"One day, Lupita couldn't
make it to class so I had to do her

Continued on Page 10

LAURA DUARTE, a former culinary student in the Holtville
Unified School District adult education program who advanced to
assistant instructor, adds a "love" ornament to a cake she baked
last Wednesday.      WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTOGRAPH

Dippy Duck Brings Water
Safety Message To Students

BY SHAWN CARROLL

Dippy Duck is alive and well,

still working hard to try and keep
children from swimming in local
canals.

The Imperial Irrigation

District mascot was at Finley
Elementary School on Tuesday
morning, educating students on
the dangers of the waterways that
crisscross the Imperial Valley.
The campus visit was just one of
nearly four dozen Dippy makes
every year, making sure every
public and private school in the
county is covered.

The IID’s message appears to
sink in, since it has been several
years since anyone can remember
a child drowning in a local canal.

That isn’t the case with adults
though.

“They’re bigger and stronger
than you, but the canal is even
stronger,” Aaron Popejoy of the
Conveyer Group told Finley stu-
dents. He said young adults ages
18 to 30 make up the majority of
the drowning victims in the coun-
ty.

The Conveyer Group is con-
tracted to help bring the message
to Valley schools every Spring as
the weather begins to warm up.
Many adults are surprised to
learn that Dippy is still around.

“We completely reinvented
him from the ground up seven
years ago,” Popejoy said. The

Continued on Page 10
DIPPY DUCK INTERACTS with students at Finley Elementary
School Tuesday morning as part of the Imperial Irrigation
District’s water safety program.

Walk In Country Ends
In Accidental Drowning

A lifelong Holtville resident
apparently drowned in a canal
just north of town Monday after-
noon while trying to retrieve the
keys he dropped in the water.

Phillip Cerda was reportedly
with his brother east of Holt Road
near the canal that feeds into the
one on Kamm Road when he
accidentally dropped his keys
into the canal. While trying to get
them out, he fell in and was
pulled under.

Cerda was pulled from the
canal near Holt Road. Imperial
County Sheriff’s deputies, the

Holtville Fire Department and an
AMR ambulance crew were
called to the scene and CPR was
started, but to no avail.

The ICSO coroner’s office
has scheduled an autopsy to
determine the exact cause of
death but the coroner handling
the case wasn’t available by press
time on Wednesday..

Cerda was a graduate of
Holtville High School.

Information on funeral serv-
ice plans hasn’t been announced
yet.
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Woman’s Club Of Holtville
Community Birthdays

MAY 22: Bryce Smith, Norma Torres, Molly Massoud.
MAY 23: Dough Byram, Connor Anthony Lydon, Desi Von Flue,
Carly Schaffner
MAY 24: Liam Banister, Jim Kenny, Brian Hans Burgun, Donald
Byram†, Larry Hulsey, Andrew Thomas Angulo, Mike Camacho
MAY 25:  Kelley Peeks, Jerilyn Cortez, Carol Fast, Jean Neale,
Diego Martinez.
MAY 26: Tanya Turner Hawk, Colt Domnic Britschgi, Peggy
Goodsell.
MAY 27: Talia Rothfleisch, Steve DePaoli, Arayona Ludwig, Sam
Underwood, Lance Brown.
MAY 28: Makenna Rose Tanaka, Keriann Johnston, Jim Green Sr.†,
Victor Gillespie 4th
MAY 29: Belia Jean Vogel,  Dillon Weiderman, Jamie Marlow,
Sadie Jean Davis, Samantha Osuna, Verena Kuck AFS.

Anniversaries
MAY 23 : Mr. & Mrs. Mike Omlin
MAY 24 : Mr. & Mrs. Troy & Melanie Cherry
MAY 25: Mr. & Mrs. Paul Iten
MAY 28: Mr. & Mrs. Leo Allegranza
MAY 29: Mr. & Mrs. Luis Osuna

Week of May 27th

Mental Health Awareness Event at IVC
Imperial Valley College will host an annual celebration of Mental Health

Awareness with a series of informative workshops, recovery-based 
activities, and community-specific information during this event at Imperial
Valley College. Join the Let’s Talk About It hosts as we speak to presenters,

students, faculty and other community members about the local value of
collective community behavioral health support.

Imperial Valley College: 
May is Mental Health Month Event

Students, Faculty, Administration, 
And Program Presenters

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

(442)-265-1525(442)-265-1525

Semana del 27 de mayo

Evento de Crear Conciencia Sobre la Salud Mental
El Colegio del Valle Imperial será el anfitrión de una celebración anual de
creación de conciencia de Salud Mental con una serie de talleres informa-

tivos, actividades basados en la recuperación e información especifica de la
comunidad durante un evento de un día en el Colegio del Valle Imperial.
Únase a los anfitriones de Exprésate mientras hablamos con los presenta-

dores,  estudiantes, profesores, invitados y otros miembros de la comunidad
sobre el valor local del apoyo de salud mental comunitaria colectiva. 

Colegio del Valle Imperial:
Evento de Mayo es el mes de la Salud Mental

Estudiantes, Facultad, Administración, y Presentadores de Programas

IVVGA Announces Produce Scholarship Recipients For 2019-20
The Imperial Valley Vegetable

Growers Association (IVVGA) is
pleased to announce the recipi-
ents of its Imperial Valley
Produce Scholarships for the
2019-20 College Term.  The pur-
pose of these scholarships is to
assist students who wish to
launch or continue their studies
in agricultural related majors, and
is only awarded to Imperial
Valley students attending a four-
year college who maintain a
grade point average of 3.0 or
above for students already in col-
lege or a grade point average of
3.3 or above for high school stu-
dents.  This year the IVGA
awarded six Produce
Scholarships. Two of the seniors
are from Holtville, alomg with an
Imperial Valley College student
who is receiving another scholar-
ship.

The following Imperial Valley
students will receive an Imperial
Valley Produce Scholarship for
the first time this year:
•  Keely Poloni, graduating from
Holtville High School and
attending University of
California-Davis
• Sarah Grizzle, graduating from
Holtville High School and
attending Cal Poly-SLO
• Brett Thompson, attending Cal
Poly SLO, who had attended
Arizona Western 
• Armando Baranda, attending

University of Arizona, who had
attended Arizona Western
• Hector Reyes, graduating from
Southwest High School and
attending Cal Poly-SLO
• Alex Walker, graduating from
Brawley Union High and attend-
ing Utah State
• Nathalia Vazquez, graduating
from Calexico High School and
attending University of
California -Davis
• Charles Tyler Peraza, graduat-
ing from Brawley Union High
and attending New Mexico State
University
• Wyatt Hemsley, graduating
from Brawley Union High and
attending Oklahoma State
University

The following college students
have received the Imperial Valley
Produce Scholarship again this
year
• Sydney Mange, Fresno State
University, a graduate of
Holtville High School
• Jerryca Haller, Oklahoma
State University, a graduate of
Imperial High School
• Joshua Trimm, Oklahoma
State University, a graduate of
Brawley Union High School
• Shelby Dill, Oklahoma State
University, a graduate of Brawley
Union High School
• Kimberly Aguirre, University
of California -Davis, a graduate
of Calexico Union High School

• Jonathan Phillips, University
of California-Riverside, a gradu-
ate of Southwestern High School

The funds for the Produce
Scholarship were raised this year
by the IVVGA from donations to
the scholarship fund from Five
Crowns Marketing, Sellers
Petroleum, Wells Fargo and
Rabobank. For the second year,
this year the membership of
IVVGA had the option to make a
voluntary donation with their

membership renewal, with over
80 percent of them contributing
to the scholarship fund.

The Ed McGrew Scholarship is
awarded to Sarah Grizzle. The
McGrew Scholarship, created by
IVVGA to honor founding mem-
ber and still an advisory board
member Ed McGrew, is also
awarded based on the same crite-
rion and with the additional
requirement that the student
attend Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

Mr. McGrew is a graduate of Cal
Poly San Luis Obispo.

We are also pleased that the
County of Imperial, through its
Ag Benefit fund will match our
scholarship donation to an aggre-
gate maximum of $3,000 per stu-
dent.  

We applaud these impressive
students and wish them the best
in their agricultural related stud-
ies and careers.

Community Calendar
Woman’s Club May Schedule of Events

May 23 - Marathon Bridge Awards & Potluck
12:00pm

May 28 - Ex. Board Meeting 9:30am
May 29 - Speech contest 1:45 pm & Beginning
Bridge 5:30 pm

American Legion Bingo
Bingo Bingo Bingo! Thursday, May 23. Doors
open at 5:00 p.m. Bingo begins at 6:00 p.m. Public
is welcome. Please join us and support our Veterans
and Active Duty Service Members! More info;
619-807-8431.

Farmers Market & Street Fair
Thursday, May 23 from 6 to 9 p.m. in Holt Park.
Call Haley at City Hall at (760) 356-3013 for more
information or vendor applications.

Youth Football & Cheerleading Registration
Signups for American Youth Football and
Cheerleading on Thursday, May 23 from 6 to 9
p.m. at the Farmers Market; Wednesday, May 29
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Cornerstone Church; and
Saturday, June 1 at 8 a.m. at Babe Ruth Field. Bring
birth certificate, report card, medical clearance and
$50 deposit for each child.

Memorial Day Ceremony
Monday, May 27 at 8:30 a.m. on Pine Avenue in
front of the flagpole and memorial in Holt Park.
The public is encouraged to attend.

Pine School Promotion Ceremony
Tuesday, June 4 at 7 p.m.

Holtville Middle School Promotion Ceremony
Wednesday, June 5 at 7 p.m. in the high school
gymnasium.

Holtville High School Graduation Ceremony
Thursday, June 6 at 7:30 p.m.

Annual Ice Cream Social & Pool Party
Friday, June 7 from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Gene Layton
Memorial Pool behind the library, with free swim-
ming.

TTrriinniittyy  BBaappttiisstt  CChhuurrcchh
“Courageous” Youth Group
Junior High to High School Students
Every Wednesday - 6 pm
722 E. 6th St. - Holtville
Questions call 442-271-1911 and ask for Pastor
Daniel.

Letter To The Editor

Last Wednesday evening
Coach Nicolas Moreno and the
Holtville women’s soccer team
held their post-season banquet at
Buffalo Wild Wings in El Centro.
As a parent of a freshman that
played on the JV team this season
I was not sure what to expect. As
it turned out, I was the only par-
ent in attendance at the event
which at first felt uncomfortable.
I am however glad to have
attended. I was able to witness a
side of athletics that few, other

than coaches and players, get to
experience – words spoken by
coaches and players from the
heart. 

As parents and spectators our
perspective is limited to the short
time that we view games and
matches from the stands. We do
not see the hours of hard work,
dedication, sweat, tears, and
inevitable drama that takes place
as a group of individuals is
forged into a team. As one who
has coached high school sports

for many years I appreciate the
time and effort put in by Coach
Moreno, his staff, and the girls.
Coaching requires many hours
away from family and other
responsibilities. On top of every-
thing it is often a thankless job
where even the most successful
coaches have their detractors.
Stipends for coaching high
school sports work out to far less
than minimum wage when calcu-

Continued on Page 10

Open Letter of Support and Appreciation for
Coach Moreno and the HHS Girls Soccer Staff
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To submit an obituary give us
a call at 

(760) 356-2995 
or email us the information: 

holtvillenews@aol.com

Got News? Call Us, We Will Help
You Inform Our Community.

760-356-2995

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

While local bus fares have
been unchanged for more than
five years, a transit oversight
agency was expected to consider
a proposal that could lead to them
increasing, a top official said.  

The recommendation for a
fare study was to be presented to
the Imperial County
Transportation Commission at its
May 22 meeting by its executive
director, Mark Baza. The meeting
was held after this newspaper’s
deadline.

"Prices have not been adjust-
ed since (fiscal year) 2013-14 to
compensate for rising operating
costs," Baza said in an interview.
"We'll be evaluating our IVT
service (fixed route), IVT Ride
(advanced reservation) and IVT
Access (disabled) services."

He added some or all routes
may require a measure of fare
increase, but first the commission
must complete an analysis of cur-

rent operating costs.
The transit service must gen-

erate 10 percent of its operating
costs from fare-box collection to
assure continued support through
the California Transportation
Development Act that subsidizes
the remaining costs through state
and federal grants, Baza
explained.

A request for proposals for a
fare analysis was posted in March
on the commission website, pub-
lished in local newspapers and
emailed to firms who might be
interested. Two firms responded
and AECOM was ranked as the
most qualified. 

"AECOM demonstrated a
more in-depth familiarity with
local operating conditions and a
superior bilingual public out-
reach plan," said Baza. "The cost
for this project, $150,000, was
identified and approved in our
budget for (fiscal year) 2018-19,
so it is recommended the board
approve the award to AECOM
for a 2019 transit fare analysis."

Possible Increase of Local
Bus Fares Under Review

Obituaries
HAROLD BENJAMIN

ROLFE
Harold Benjamin Rolfe of

Holtville returned home to his
Heavenly Father on May 9, a lit-
tle over 20 years after surviving
stomach cancer.

Harold was a third-generation
Californian, born in 1931 to
Harold and Irene Rolfe in Los
Angeles, California. He spent
many summers with his father,
mother, and brother, Jerry, on his
fathers commercial fishing boat,
fishing off the coast of Mexico
for a month at a time. He also
learned mechanics and love of
the great outdoors from his
father, and probably got his lead
foot from his mother.

Harold attended Narbon High
School in Lomita, California, and
served in the Coast Guard during
the Korean War, deploying twice
across the Pacific.

He met his wife, Mary, while
attending college and went on to
earn a degree in Agricultural
Engineering from Cal Poly,
Pomona. Harold and Mary settled
in the Imperial County and estab-
lished strong roots through six
decades of farming, friendships,
and involvement in church and
the community. In 1968, their
family was baptized, becoming
members of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints and
were sealed for time and all eter-
nity in the Los Angeles Temple.

An easy conversationalist,
Harold was a member of the
Holtville Rotary Club, a Boy
Scout leader to many youth, a
church leader, and a mostly-will-
ing supporter of all things 4-H,
FFA, and everything with which
Mary and kids got involved.
Rarely sitting still, he enjoyed
anything involving an engine:
boating, fishing, skiing, off-road-
ing, and held a private pilots
license. He was just beginning a
life of retirement and travel when
Mary lost a short, but courageous
battle with brain cancer.

Only someone extra special
could fill the space she left, and
Harold found that in Penelope
Hancock. Together, they spent 23
years serving in the San Diego
Temple, and traveling to be with

family and friends.
A loving father, Harold is sur-

vived by his children, Carolyn
Daybell, Roger (Stacy) Rolfe,
Johanna (James) Cavanness, Ann
(Michael) Tilden, and Glen
(Rochelle) Rolfe; and is the
proud grandfather of 10, Nicole,
Robert, Sam, John, Frank,
Allyson, Benjamin, Roger,
Shelbee, and Joseph; and great-
grandfather of six. He is further
survived by brother, Jerry
(Marianne) Rolfe; nieces,
nephews and many other family
members who will greatly miss
him.

Harold is fondly remembered
for his strength, talents, friendli-
ness, and courage. A funeral serv-
ice honoring his life will be held
at 10 a.m. on May 24 at the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, 1280 S. Eighth St. in
El Centro, and will be officiated
by Bishop Stephen Fairbanks.
Viewing will be at 9 a.m.
Interment will immediately fol-
low at Evergreen Cemetery in El
Centro. 

ANITA BORCHARD
MERTEN

Anita Borchard Merten, 92,
passed away peacefully after a
short illness on May 16.

Anita was born in Oxnard,
CA on October 8, 1926, to Anna
and Antone Borchard, pioneers of
Orange County. Anita grew up on
the family farm south of Santa
Ana with her sisters, Bernice,
Frances and Wilma and her
brother, Vincent. Their family
home and grounds were donated
to the Catholic Church and are
now the site of the Heart of Jesus
Retreat Center and a convent for
the Sisters of the Society
Devoted to the Sacred Heart.

She married Gerard Callens
on February 23, 1946, and had
five children: Gerard, Stephen,
Andrea, Christine and Carolyn.
Two years after Gerard's death in
1956, she married John Merten
on June 7, 1958, and they had
three children: John, Anita and
Paul.

Anita lived a full life as a
devoted wife, loving mother and
homemaker. She kept an immac-
ulate home and enjoyed planning

and preparing meals for family
and friends, most especially over
the holidays. One of the most
important pleasures in her life
was gardening and she took great
pride in her rose garden.

Most of all she loved her
family and instilled in her chil-
dren strong values that have
served them well. In addition to
being devoted to her family, she
was a faithful Catholic who
found great comfort in praying
the rosary.

Anita was predeceased by her
beloved husbands, Gerard and
John; her brother, Vincent; sis-
ters, Bernice, Wilma and Frances.
She is survived by her eight chil-
dren, Gerard (Janet) of Holtville,
Stephen of Holtville, Andrea
(Karl-Wilhelm) of Imperial,
Christine (Frank) of San
Francisco, CA, Carolyn (Jim) of
Astoria, OR, John (Kendra) of
Columbia, NJ, Anita of Imperial,
Paul (Denise) of Mesa, AZ; along
with 22 grandchildren and 21
great-grandchildren and one
great-great-grandchild.

Visitation will be held on
Friday, May 24th at St. Joseph
Church in Holtville from 6 to 9
p.m., with the rosary being recit-
ed at 7 p.m. A funeral mass will
be celebrated Saturday, May 25th
at 8 a.m., also at St. Joseph
Church. Contributions in honor
of Anita's memory may be made
to the Heart of Jesus Retreat
Center located at 2927 S.
Greenville St., Santa Ana 92704.
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Mariachi Festival Bonds Community With Cherished Music
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

For the many border resi-
dents who grew up with
mariachi music Calexico's
28th Annual Mariachi Sin
Fronteras was a thrilling
reminder of their cultural
roots--and just a plain old
good time even for area new-
comers

While the festival ran
from May 15-18, the main
event drew throngs to the
Crummett Park stage on May
18.

Loli Torres, a retiree and
life-ling Calexico resident
who was among the first to
arrive, said any maraichi is
good mariachi music.

"I don't discriminate," she
quipped, noting she grew up
listening to Mariachi Vargas,
one of the oldest bands from
Guadalajara.

"They play beautiful,
romantic music," Torres
added. "My goal is to see
them play the mariachi festi-
val at Guadalajara in
October. You hear mariachi
as a child but some don't
appreciate it. But when you
are older you enjoy it more.
It is tied up in memories, lots
of good memories."

Many returned to the park
a second night after attending
the Rock the Border concert
on May 17 with pop music by
bands such as La Cachimba.
That crowd fought off chilly
winds by dancing and visit-
ing the tequila tasting tent.

Milder weather greeted
patrons on May 18, who,
along with the music,
enjoyed the dishes from
Tamale Festival winners
Asadero Neighborhood. It
was their fifth mariachi festi-
val visit and what keeps them

coming back is a united com-
munity, said co-owner Liz
Zepeda.

"We love mariachi but on
Friday we enjoyed rocking to
the oldies," said Zepeda,
while grilling bacon/onion
hot dogs for early arrivals.
"They really picked up the
party here."

Mariachi serves as a
lodestar while many are still
in their youth and Calexico
Mayor Luis Pacheco said he
came to the genre by way of
watching his favorite
Mexican movie stars. An
early introduction was actor
Pedro Infante, a Latin cine-
matic idol who recorded
more than 350 songs.
Infante, along with Javier
Solis and charro singer Jorge
Negrette, were known as the
Tres Gallos Mexicanos (three
Mexican roosters).

"Once I got older, mari-

achi became a cultural
thing," said Pacheco. "I
enjoyed watching Negrete
and Infante in the movies.
They gave me a taste for
mariachi."

One concert crowd pleas-
er was Mariachi Estellas de
Chula Vista who were joined
by singer Leslie Lugo in a
second set of music. Connie
Nava Garcia, a Calexico
High School graduate from
the 1960s, cheered them on
with friends from a front-row
seat.

"They are all good, but
Leslie Lugo sings extraordi-
narily well," said Garcia. 

Jo McKay from San
Diego, who attended with her
husband, Ray, said, "It's very
happy music and they tell
lively stories." 

Added Ray, "We like all
kinds of music, but this is
wonderful." 

Gil Acuna, chairperson of
the Mariachi Committee,
explained it was the Mexican
settlers of the 1830s who
brought the music over from
Europe that combined
Spanish, German and French
traditions of the day.
Initially, bands were com-
prised of guitar, violin and
guitaron (bass guitar) but
trumpets were added in the

early 1900s, he explained. 
"With the trumpet, it

brought a whole new dynam-
ic." he said. "Folklorico
embraced it and made the
music more attuned to danc-
ing. My dad was an avid fan
and borough back mariachi
bands form Mexicali to sere-
nade my mom."

Acuna explained
Mariachi Colibri (the hum-
mingbirds) features local
violinist/singer Stefani
Martinez, who has a power-
ful voice and fluid facility on
violin. She is a 2008 gradu-
ate of Central Union High
School but grew up in
Calexico. 

Martinez noted she played
in a mariachi band at the
University of California,
Riverside, and later turned
professional joining
Mariachi Divas, which won a
Grammy award in 2014.

"Mariachi brings all kinds
of communities and different
age groups together," said
Martinez. "I started off play-
ing orchestral music. But
mariachi was part of my cul-
ture and now has opened so
many doors. We're getting
invited all over Europe
(including London dates) so I
get to play the music I love
and see the world."

MARIACHI ESTRELLAS DE Chula Vista performs on May 18 at the 28th annual Mariachi Sin
Fronteras at Crummett Park in Calexico.
WILLIAM ROLLER PHOTO
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SUNDAY,
MAY 12

WATER LEAK: At 11:26 a.m. a
caller reported a broken water
main at Third and Chestnut. On-
call public works employees
were notified of the problem and
were dispatched to make repairs.
FLYING AROUND: At 3:46
p.m. a deputy reported stopping
to check on someone standing at
Fourth and Holt. He turned out to
be flying a drone around the area.
STRANGE BEHAVIOR: At
7:43 p.m. a resident called the
sheriff’s office and said that a
woman had come to her door and
asked if she had dropped her
keys. The caller thought the
woman’s behavior was odd and
asked that deputies keep an eye
out for her.
NO LICENSE AND NO
LIGHT: At 8:09 p.m. a deputy

reported making a traffic stop at
Sixth and Fern. The motorist was
cited for driving without a license
and for having a burned out head-
light.

MONDAY,
MAY 13

JUST RESTING: At 9:19 a.m. a
caller advised dispatchers that
there was a man lying down next
to a local ball field and thought
he might need medical attention.
Deputies checked on the subject
and found him to be fine.
JUST WALKED OFF WITH
IT: At 9:34 a.m. a resident on the
east end of town reported that her
patio umbrella had been stolen
that morning.
PARKING LOT FENDER
BENDER: At 6:31 p.m. a caller
requested a deputy to take a
report on a minor traffic accident
that had taken place in the park-

ing lot at Family Dollar the day
before. The caller said that the
other driver had backed into her
vehicle and they had exchanged
insurance information.
FAST WORK: At 8:45 p.m. a
deputy reported stopping a vehi-
cle with no headlights at Fifth
and Holt. The driver was able to
get the lights working right there.
NO CAUSE FOR ALARM: At
10:29 p.m. a security monitoring
company reported that a smoke
alarm had gone off at a local res-
idence. Deputies and the fire
department were dispatched but
everything turned out to be fine.
WORRIED ABOUT HER: At
10:55 p.m. a male caller request-
ed that deputies check on his girl-
friend. He said they had been
talking on the phone when some-
one knocked on her door, with
the line going dead when she

answered it. Deputies went to the
residence and found the woman
to be fine, talking with some fam-
ily members who had just shown
up.
OPEN TRUNK: At 11:00 p.m. a
caller advised dispatchers that
her elderly mother’s car alarm
was going off and she wanted
deputies to check on it. They
found the trunk of the vehicle
open but nothing apparently
missing.
GAVE PERMISSION: At 11:18
a.m. a deputy reported stopping
to check on someone sleeping in
front of a local business. A check
with the owner of the property
determined that it was okay for
the man to sleep there.

TUESDAY,
MAY 14

UNRESPONSIVE MALE: At
12:46 a.m. medical aid was
requested for a man who was
found to be unresponsive. The
fire department and an ambu-
lance were dispatched.

WEDNESDAY,
MAY 15

REPO’ED: At 9:16 a.m. a repos-
session company employee
advised dispatchers that they
were picking up a 2007
Chevrolet from in front of a resi-
dence in Holtville, and the owner
was not aware it was taking
place. The vehicle’s information
was entered into the state com-
puter system.

THURSDAY,
MAY 16

NO TAG: At 8:40 a.m. a vehicle

was pulled over at Seventh and
Olive and the driver was cited for
not having a current registration
sticker.
LOOKING FOR A LOST
DOG: At 9:57 a.m. a deputy
reported stopping to check on
someone at Seventh and Palm.
The resident was looking for a
lost puppy and wanted to know if
it had been found or reported.
BLOCKING THE WAY: At
noon a deputy reported citing the
owner of a vehicle parked in an
alley at Sixth and Olive, blocking
traffic.
LEFT OPEN: At 7:08 p.m. a
security monitoring company
reported a burglar alarm had gone
off at a local business. A deputy
could see that a warehouse door
was open but was unable to check
on the property since the gates
were locked and there was
barbed wire on top of the fence.
The property owner was notified
so the building could be secured
for the night.
QUIET TIME: At 11:46 p.m. a
deputy reported stopping to
check on a young teen outside
near Ninth and Beale. The boy
said that he had gone outside just
to get a little time alone.

FRIDAY,
MAY 17

HOME ALONE: At 12:24 p.m.
a caller requested that deputies be
sent to her home to check on her
daughter, who had gone home for
lunch. The caller said that there
was a man outside the home,

Continued on Page 6



BY RICHARD BROWN
MONTENEGRO

In a plan instantly generating
internal controversy, the Imperial
County Board of Supervisors on
May 21 unanimously approved
addressing its chronic budget
shortfalls with cuts including an
immediate partial hiring freeze.

Despite voting in favor of it,
Supervisor Jesus Escobar
slammed it as "a Band-Aid on a
hemorrhaging wound."  

Escobar, who has positioned
himself as a fiscal watchdog, said
during the meeting, "This plan is
not aggressive enough to get over
the hump" and added that after
the planned three years of cuts
"We're going to go before our
employees and say, 'We're still
broke.'"

The deficits are due to rising
labor costs amid stagnant rev-
enue, officials said.

Meanwhile, the supervisors
were issued a dire warning con-
cerning the hiring freeze from the
Sheriff's Office, the only depart-

ment to address the board on the
matter.

"We're really going to bleed,"
Undersheriff Fred Miramontes
said, explaining the agency has
10 vacant but now unfunded
positions.

He added overtime costs to
make up for the vacancies will
greatly increase.

Board Chairman Ryan Kelley
assured Miramontes "if there was
a commitment already made, it
will be honored."

The board's move comes after
three years of raiding its own
reserves to balance the budget,
and will cut costs by $14.6 mil-
lion over the next three years in
order to end the siphoning of its
rainy-day fund.

The measure also includes a
freeze on some promotions and
slashing spending in areas such
as out-of-county travel, use of
professional services, delaying
some building projects, and cut-
ting miscellaneous expenses. 

The cuts in total represent a
seven-percent spending decrease.
The county will phase them in

over three years to lessen the bur-
den to the public and to county
departments, said Mayra
Widmann, deputy county execu-
tive officer for budget and fiscal
affairs. 

Widmann, who presented the
plan to the board, conceded it is
"conservative," but is a starting
point and a "living document sub-
ject to change." 

As part of the approval, the
supervisors also gave the go-
ahead to continue weekly meet-
ings of a finance committee that
includes Escobar and Supervisor
Luis Plancarte. It will identify
potential new revenue and other
cost savings as well as review
expenditure requests.

Advocating for the commit-
tee, Ryan Kelley said expenditure
requests should first pass through
the committee, then the county

executive office and finally to the
board for approval. 

In an example of the immedi-
ate effects of the hiring freeze,
one county official said it could
mean the $33 million 274-bed
county jail addition that opened
in spring 2018 will remain most-
ly vacant. 

Sheriff Raymond Loera ini-
tially opened just one of its six
45-bed dormitories with plans to
gradually hire more correctional
officers and ramp up to full occu-
pancy over several years. The
strategy was to spread out labor-
cost increases. The facility also
includes a new inmate booking
area.

Loera did not immediately
return a call for comment.

In an interview after the
meeting Widmann said, "We're
strategizing with the sheriff on

how to fund the booking center"
and indicated other areas of the
new facility could remain closed.

Escobar advocated for reme-
dies such as bond refinancing,
evaluating departmental staffing
levels and office consolidations.

Supervisor Michael Kelley
said the county needs to look at
charging for services it provides
to cities, even if that idea ruffles
some feathers.

Along those lines, Ryan
Kelley said the county should
revisit ordinances it has already
passed, such as those that address
the potential industrial hemp
industry and geothermal-well
mineral extraction, to see if
changes could increase revenue.  

He also suggested looking 

Continued on page 7
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Have fees & back taxes
stopped you from registering
your mobilehome? A new state
program can open the door to
legal ownership, waiving certain
fees and back taxes, possibly sav-
ing you thousands of dollars.
Representatives from California
Housing and Community
Development will host a public
workshop on May 30 from 12:00
to 5:00 p.m. and May 31 from
8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the
Imperial County Administration
Building, Rooms C & D, located

at 940 West Main Street, 2nd
Floor in El Centro. For more
information, please see the flyers
attached below and to schedule
an appointment, call (916) 263-
5132. 

A limited time program from
the California Department of
Housing and Community
Development (HCD) may be able
to help you: 
• Obtain a fee and tax waiver for

a manufactured home/mobile-
home, so you can become the
registered owner. 

• Prepare the necessary paper-
work to register your manufac-
tured home/mobilehome.   

Am I eligible? You are eligi-
ble if all of the following apply:  
•  You are not the registered
owner of the home.
•  The home was registered in
California in the past.
•  You are not already participat-
ing in the Fee and Tax Waiver
Program. 

Visit www.registeryourmo-
bilehomeca.org or
www.hcd.ca.gov to learn more.

There can be a number of
reasons to update your busi-
ness’s aging equipment and
facilities.

Investing in new equipment
may save money. Renovating
your commercial building may
communicate your environmen-
tal stewardship. Integrating
energy efficiency into your
operations may keep you com-
petitive. 

To help business owners
incorporate energy-efficient
equipment, processes and meas-
ures in their commercial space,
IID offers assistance through its
recently bolstered Custom
Energy Solutions Program. 

The program offers three
paths to an energy-efficient
business environment: 
•  Technical expertise to identify
operational improvements, ben-
eficial measures and cost-saving
equipment upgrades that reduce
energy consumption and
demand. (Maximum financial
incentive, $150,000.)
•  The New Construction Energy
Efficiency Program Whole

Building approach encourages
an integrated design process
through financial incentives that
are awarded to the business
owner if energy savings of 10
percent above current Title 24
requirements are achieved.
(Maximum financial incentive,
$150,000.)
•  The NCEEP System approach
allows the business owner to
retrofit large energy-consuming
equipment, such as HVAC,
lighting or process systems.
(Maximum financial incentive,
$50,000.)

At the end of the day,
whichever path you may choose,
you will improve the energy
efficiency in your facility,
potentially reaping up to
$150,000 in financial incentives
and benefits to your business for
years to come.

For more information about
these and other energy efficien-
cy programs for business cus-
tomers, please visit
www.iid.com/CESP.

IID Introduces Custom
Energy Solutions Program
For Local Businesses

looking over the fence and in
windows. Deputies were quickly
dispatched.
SCAMMERS WORKING
HARD: At 3:10 p.m. a resident
went into the local substation to
get information about possible
identity theft. A deputy advised
the resident to check with Social
Security to find out if their num-
ber had actually been compro-

mised.
WAKING THE WHOLE
NEIGHBORHOOD: At 9:28
p.m. a resident reported hearing
several loud booms in the area of
Ninth and Holt over the last 30
minutes. A deputy found the
cause was likely fireworks that
someone had been setting off
nearby.

Police.............from page six

SSttaattee  PPrrooggrraamm  MMaayy  HHeellpp  MMoobbiilleehhoommee
OOwwnneerrss  WWiitthh  LLiicceennsseess,,  FFeeeess

Quick Hit: Cash-Strapped County Making Deep Cuts, Hiring Frozen



BY RICHARD
MONTENEGRO BROWN

In the same meeting it
approved steep budget cuts amid
a dire financial outlook, the coun-
ty board of supervisors on May
21 ponied up another $100,000
for the area's lead economic
development agency.

The stipend to the Imperial
Valley Economic Development
Corp. marks a 33-percent
increase over the previous
amount, and it could extend for
three years, but comes with

increased expectations, officials
said. 

IVEDC is private firm that
for about 20 years has operated
with the support of local busi-
nesses and government agencies.

The funds will be used for
services related to the marketing
the county to potential develop-
ers to create much-needed jobs. 

"I'm a firm believer in eco-
nomic development and job cre-
ation … What I think this does is
tighten up expectations of what
the county has and what the
IVEDC does for the county,"
Supervisor Jesus Escobar said. "It

tightens the leash on our expecta-
tions."

The board approved the
increase unanimously.

Escobar and other board
members seemed especially
pleased with a so-called quarterly
"pipeline report" that will be pro-
duced by IVEDC as part of its
enhanced services. 

A special committee con-
vened after IVEDC made its ini-
tial request for increased funding
in March sought to "beef up
reporting" from the agency,
Deputy County Executive Officer
Andy Horne told the supervisors,
That includes regular  informa-
tion on the number and types of
companies IVEDC works with,
and the status, progress and num-
ber of projects in development.

Though not directly address-
ing the expense amid budget
shortfalls, board Chairman Ryan
Kelley called a collaborative rela-
tionship with IVEDC "crucial"
for the county with as little divi-
sion between the county and the

agency as possible. 
Speaking to Sean Wilcock,

IVEDC's vice president of busi-
ness development, Ryan Kelley
said the agency's participation
and planning will be important in
trying to realizing Kelley's plan
for an industrial hemp sympo-
sium this fall.

Ryan Kelley also asked that
IVEDC immediately produce
some sort of brochure, a one-
page sheet or tri-fold that
includes information about
Imperial County that can be dis-
tributed at conferences, trade
shows and expos IVEDC attends.

"We need to have things that
are talking about what we have to
offer," he said. "I hope this is
going to bear fruit." 

The board was to vote on the
matter May 14, but the item was
pulled from the meeting agenda
by Escobar because he said the
contract wording was not includ-
ed in the agenda backup materi-
als.

IVEDC had been getting

$75,000 a year from the county
for marketing purposes since
May 2017. That agreement
expired June 30, 2018. The new
contract runs July 1, 2018, to
June 30, 2019. While the contract
ends in a little over a month, it
includes language for two one-
year renewals with consent of the
county chief executive officer.

"We wanted to make sure
that we're holding everybody's
feet to the fire," Escobar said. 

Besides benefiting from mar-
keting, the county will be a top-
tier or "diamond-level" sponsor
of all IVEDC events. According
to a scope of work provided in
the board meeting agenda,
IVEDC would provide the coun-
ty with services that create an
overall marketing plan. 

The county would also
receive direct marketing cam-
paigns from IVEDC involving
proposed site selection for job-
creating projects, and for inter-
acting with corporate real estate
and trade associations.
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County......................from page six

more closely at vendor contracts
the county has for things such as
data usage, phone usage and
other ongoing costs.
Plancarte suggested a "more
structured avenue" be created for
county employees to share their
ideas on ways to improve service,
be less wasteful and cut costs.
When asked in an interview how
the county got in this financial
position, Widmann explained
while revenues have remained
stable, expenditures steadily
increased for employee health-
care, other employee benefits,
and retirement, to name a few
key areas. 
She said each year for the last
three years, the county has aver-
aged deficits of $9.5 million to
the general fund portion of its
budget from which most county
departments get their operating
monies. 
With the county using its one-
time reserves to cover the short-
falls, reserves are down to $12
million. Under common practice
for governmental agencies of
similar size that amount should
be about $32 million, Widmann
said.
The budgetary problems affect
departments paid for through
general fund dollars, such as pub-
lic safety, the district attorney,
public defender's office, planning
and building, clerk-recorder,
assessor and auditor, Widmann

said.
Departments such as behavioral
health, air pollution control and
public health are unaffected
because they are funded at or
near 100 percent through other
dedicated revenue streams such
as federal and state funding and
grants, she explained. Those
departments are not affected by
the hiring freeze.
The three-year plan reduces
expenses by 3.5 percent in the
2019-20 fiscal year that begins
July 1, Widmann said. It follows
with a two-percent cut in fiscal
2020-21 and 1.5 percent in fiscal
2021-22. 
In year one, a $17.5 million
deficit is overcome by the 3.5
percent in cuts, coupled with
whatever surplus is available at
the close of this fiscal year, and
once again through the use of
reserves, she added. The first
year of the plan also includes a
20-percent reduction in out-of-
county travel, a 10-percent reduc-
tion in miscellaneous department
expenses and a five-percent
reduction in professional servic-
es.
In year two, a $9.5 million deficit
is overcome by surplus funds and
2 percent in cuts, Widmann
added. Finally, in year three, a
$4.4 million deficit is covered by
the 1.5 percent reduction. After
year three, a surplus of $201,000
is projected.

Amid Budget Problems, County Funds 'Crucial' Development Agency

Imperial Valley College Adopts Industrial Hemp
Memorandum of  Understanding With County 

On May 15, 2019, the
Imperial Community College
District (ICCD) formally adopted
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the County of
Imperial concerning growing and
cultivation of industrial hemp for
educational research.  The
Imperial County Board of
Supervisors formally adopted the
MOU on May 7, 2019.

On April 17, 2019, ICCD
adopted a groundbreaking
research project with an Imperial
County hemp grower, Primordia,
LLC, through an Academic Data
Collection Agreement.  ICCD is
an institute of higher education as
defined under federal law, allow-
ing this project to be within com-
pliance of the 2018 and 2014
Farm Bills.  

The agreement with ICCD
solidifies the Board of
Supervisors’ commitment to pro-
moting the production of industri-

al hemp and expanded job cre-
ation in Imperial County.
Additionally, on April 23, 2019,
the County signed a separate
MOU with the California Hemp
Association and California Hemp
Foundation with a focus on job
creation.

Chairman of the Board and
District 4 Supervisor Ryan E.
Kelley says, “Industrial hemp
offers a unique commodity to our
already abundant agricultural
industry in Imperial County.  We
are excited to experience the pos-
sibilities with new job opportuni-
ties that will follow as the produc-
tion of this crop and industry
grows.”

The MOU between Imperial
County and ICCD will assist in
expanding hemp research to eligi-
ble growers in Imperial County.
The County agrees to provide
ICCD services such as assisting
with site checks, zoning and plan-

ning compliance, agricultural
compliance, air pollution compli-
ance and environmental health
compliance.  

For their part, ICCD intends
to engage in agricultural research
initiatives designed to comply
with state and federal law in order
to encourage student engagement
in the emerging field of industrial
hemp cultivation.  The ICCD
hemp research program will be
implemented through a collabora-
tive public private partnership
involving the Imperial Valley
College student internship pro-
gram, which shall research and
develop the growing, cultivation
and production techniques of
industrial hemp.  

Through the adoption of these
MOUs, Imperial County has
emerged as a leading region for
industrial hemp cultivation and
production in California.  
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Crown Beer Invitational
The annual Crown Craft Beer Invitational was held
May 18 at the Imperial Valley Expo in Imperial. The
event, put on by Alford Distributing Co., featured a
wide array of craft brewers in attendance, including
Alpine Beer Co., Green Flash Brewing, Calexico
Brewing Company, Humble Farmer, Ballast Point
Brewing, Elysian Brewing Company, Karl Strauss
Brewing, Firestone Walker Brewing, Golden Road
Brewing, Sierra Nevada Brewing, Four Peaks Brewing,
Nickel Beer Co., Stone Brewing, Mother Earth
Brewing, Modern Times Brewing, and BABE Wine.
Entertainment at the event including the sounds of
YoChee and Nick Wells and Big Bad Wolf.
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new hipper duck now visits about
30,000 children every year, mak-
ing up for a long absence.

The presentations are adjust-
ed for grade and age levels and
are interactive to hold students’
interest. A video/PowerPoint
show outlines some of the things
kids need to be aware of, with
Popejoy serving as master of cer-
emonies and explaining every-
thing so that it makes sense to a
young mind. Dippy doesn’t speak
but stands alongside and uses
gestures to help with the presen-
tation.

A quiz at the end of the show
is made more enjoyable with the
awarding of prizes for students
who come up with winning
answers.

Summers can be tough for
anyone to handle and the IID
adds other survival tips to the

presentations as well. Kids are
encouraged to wear sunscreen
and drink lots of water when
they’re out in the sun. They are
also advised to be careful while
riding their bicycles, not just to
be aware of cars and other haz-
ards but also while riding any-
where near a canal.

It is pointed out that not
everyone who drowns or is res-
cued from a canal is swimming.
An average of one vehicle a week
ends up in a local canal after an
accident, and the same can hap-
pen to someone on a bicycle.

The last presentation at every
school is usually to the oldest stu-
dents, and Popejoy told Finley’s
fifth graders that he hopes they
take Dippy’s safety messages to
heart since that will be the last
time he visits them.

Dippy...............from front page

Soccer Letter...............................from page two
lated per hour. Coaches like Mr.
Moreno and his staff do not do
what they do for the money,
rather because they truly care
about kids and love the sport. 

Coaching is far more than
simple wins and losses, stats, and
trophies. While those things are
great, the most important job a
coach has is to help young people
learn important life lessons:
teamwork, effective time man-
agement, and putting the needs of
others before one’s own to name
just a few. Moreno is one of those
coaches who ascribes to this phi-
losophy; this became clear to me
as I watched him talk about the

season, the team, and the young
women who received awards. In
particular, Moreno talked about
one young lady who overcame
great personal adversity and
became one of the Varsity team’s
key offensive players. It was evi-
dent that Coach Moreno and his
staff care about each individual
girl and want them succeed not
only in soccer but in life. It would
have been easy for the both the
Varsity and JV coaching staff to
simply “write off” a couple of the
girls that came with “extra bag-
gage” in their personal lives,
however they gave them the
chance to succeed and used

adversity as an opportunity to
teach and build strong young
women. That is what coaching is
really about. Often times a caring
coach and team family is the
most stable support network a
high school student has. 

I am thankful that my daugh-
ter got to play JV soccer this year
with Coach Chad VanAcker, who
is just as caring and dedicated as
Coach Moreno. I look forward to
her playing for Coach Moreno in
the future. Thank you coaches for
a great season and for all that you
do for the girls. 

Keith Smith Jr. 

"This is our sixth event and I
try to have something different
every year," said Vincent. "I'll be
master of ceremonies and intro-
duce all our special guests."

Vincent, a veteran who has
lived in the county for 14 years
and been very active in veterans
affairs, will be moving to a new
home out of state at the beginning
of summer. The Memorial Day
event will be her final event in
Imperial Valley and the last occa-
sion she will have to address the
community.

Heather Brachtenbach, chap-
lain of Auxiliary Unit 138, said
she is honored to be presenting a
wreath at the Memorial Day cer-
emony. She served in the U.S. Air
Force from 1986-92 and was sta-

tioned at the San Vito Air Station,
Brindisi, Italy. Brachtenbach
achieved a rank of E5 and
worked as a freight traffic coordi-
nator. 

"This is when we remember
all of those who have fallen," said
Brachtenbach. "It reminds us of
our freedom and that freedom is
never free. It's a time for families
to get together to celebrate life."

Memorial Day honors the
memory of Americans who died
in military service. By the late
1860s several cities in the U.S.
had already begun to celebrate
Decoration Day, as it was initial-
ly called, to honor the Civil War
dead. Following  World War I the
day honored all military person-
nel who had died during conflict.

Memorial......from front page

Baking............................................from front page
Tuesday and Thursday class,"
recalled Duarte. "Like it or not,
I thought this is the moment. I
had to step in. It gave me the
confidence to focus on my own
(baking) technique. We have a
different way of teaching, but I
still look up to Lupita for
advice and collaboration."

Ledezma recalled Duarte
was generous with her time to
the students taking the class in
which she was once enrolled. 

"She always gave her own
personal tips on what works for
her," said Ledezma. "I think
she'll definitely succeed in
business. She has the potential
to start up her own culinary
class if she wanted to."

It was another fortuitous
chance that propelled Duarte to
initially get serious about bak-
ing. When a godchild was
approaching her quinceanera
(celebrating her 15th birthday)
and she wanted to provide a
cake but they are very expen-
sive. Since Duarte already had
initial experience she decided
to rise to the challenge. 

One of the stunning cakes
Duarte completed she brought
with her to Finley for her inter-
view. It was modestly called a

naked chocolate cake with
white frosting and adorned
with yellow flowers on top.
She also showed off baseball-
themed cookies in startling
replicas of a baseball, cap, bat
and glove she prepared for her
son, Alan, a fourth grader at
McKinley Elementary School
in El Centro, who shared the
treats with his baseball team-
mates.

Besides baking, among the
grant program’s goals is relay-
ing skills enabling the students
to start their own businesses,
explained Ledezma. Duarte is a
success in that regard as well.
She is now operating Laura's
Cakes, which sells cakes,
cookies and cupcakes through
a Facebook page. 

Because of the many wed-
dings, birthdays, baptisms and
first communions she has
already catered, word-of-
mouth has spread about her
growing business. She also has
customers in Mexicali where
her cakes are popular. 

One of Duarte's favorites is
Mexican Cocoflan Impossible
Cake. It is a dense, rich choco-
late cake stacked with creamy
vanilla flan, dripping with a

delicate layer of cajeta, a
caramel sauce made with goat
milk. 

Duarte said she plans to
continue as an assistant
instructor for Miranda in the
fall of 2019, though she has
ambitions to expand her busi-
ness.

"I want to learn all aspects
of baking. While learning, I
realized there are certain items
in demand at different times of
the year," she said. "Cookies
are more popular at Christmas,
Easter or Mother's Day. I'm
baking every week--whatever
the customer wants."

She plans to have business
cards printed and would like to
sell her baked goods at events
around the county, including
the Carrot Festival. 

Reflecting on her path,
Duarte said professional bak-
ing has changed her life even
though she never expected to
start a business or earn a profit.

"Baking does relax me but
it also inspires me to make it as
perfect as I can," said Duarte.
"I want to expand more on
cookie preparation because I
only had a basic course."

LAURA DUARTE, former culinary class student, talks to Fernanda Ledezma, adult education coor-
dinator, about her inspiration to run a business last week.
WILLIAM ROLLLER PHOTOGRAPH
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T.S. No.: 2018-01748-CA A.P.N.:044-651-
001-000 
Property Address: 2302 Cedro Avenue,
Imperial, CA 92251
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a)
and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMA-
TION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT
ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY
OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO
THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE
TRUSTOR.
NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE
INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT
ATTACHED 

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED
OF TRUST DATED 05/08/2006. UNLESS
YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUB-
LIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF THE PRO-
CEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.
Trustor: ANDRES GONZALEZ AND ELVI-
RA GONZALEZ, HUSBAND AND WIFE
AS JOINT TENANTS
Duly Appointed Trustee: Western
Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 05/15/2006 as
Instrument No. 2006-023866 in book ---, page-
-- and of Official Records in the office of the
Recorder of Imperial County, California, 
Date of Sale: 06/21/2019 at 02:00 PM
Place of Sale: AT THE NORTH
ENTRANCE TO THE COUNTY COURT-

HOUSE 939 MAIN STREET, EL CENTRO,
CA 92243
Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reason-
ably estimated costs and other charges: 
$293,414.60
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC
AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN ON A
STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CRED-
IT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND
LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSO-
CIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED
IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL
CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSI-
NESS IN THIS STATE:
All right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a
Deed of Trust described as:
More fully described in said Deed of Trust.
Street Address or other common designation of
real property: 2302 Cedro Avenue, Imperial,
CA 92251
A.P.N.: 044-651-001-000 
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address or
other common designation, if any, shown
above.
The sale will be made, but without covenant or
warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title,
possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured
by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon, as
provided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts creat-
ed by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of
the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by
the property to be sold and reasonable estimat-
ed costs, expenses and advances at the time of

the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: 
$293,414.60.
Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the
right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is
possible that at the time of the sale the opening
bid may be less than the total debt.
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for
any reason, the successful bidder's sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of
monies paid to the Trustee, and the success-
ful bidder shall have no further recourse.
The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has exe-
cuted and delivered to the undersigned a writ-
ten request to commence foreclosure, and the
undersigned caused a Notice of Default and
Election to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located. 
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If
you are considering bidding on this property
lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself.  Placing the highest bid at a trustee auc-
tion does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You
should also be aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the
highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all liens senior to the
lien being auctioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this proper-
ty by contacting the county recorder's office or
a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more than
one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee,

beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee
sale postponements be made available to you
and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if
applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (866)-
960-8299 or visit this Internet Web site
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
using the file number assigned to this case
2018-01748-CA. Information about postpone-
ments that are very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site.  The
best way to verify postponement information is
to attend the scheduled sale.
Date: May 13, 2019 W e s t e r n
Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, 
Suite 237
Ventura, CA 93003
Sale Information Line:  
(866) 960-8299
http://www.altisource.com/MortgageServices/
DefaultManagement/TrusteeServices.aspx
_____________________________________
__________
Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY
BE ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR
ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT.
ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED MAY
BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
Legal 8867
Publish: May 16, 23, 30, 2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALI-
FORNIA, COUNTY OF IMPE-
RIAL
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
IN THE MATTER OF:
Anthony Cardenas
PETITIONER
ADOPTION CITATION TO
DECLARE MINOR FREE
FROM PARENTAL CUSTODY
AND CONTROL OF PARENT
FOR STEPPARENT ADOP-
TION
Case Number: EAD00160
To: Jesus Antonio Trinidad
(Parents Whom Rights May Be
Terminated)

By order of the Court, you are
hereby advised that you are
requested to appear before the
judge presiding in Department 4
of this Court on June 20, 2019 at
8:30 a.m. to show cause, if any
you have, why Emma Lynn
Trinidad, a minor, should not be
declared free from custody and
control of his/her parent Jesus
Antonio Trinidad
Dated: May 14, 2019
Maria Rhinehart 
by J. Martinez, Deputy,Clerk 
Legal 6207 
Publish: May 16, 23, 30, June 6,
2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALI-
FORNIA, COUNTY OF IMPE-
RIAL
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
IN THE MATTER OF:
Anthony Cardenas

PETITIONER
ADOPTION CITATION TO
DECLARE MINOR FREE
FROM PARENTAL CUSTODY
AND CONTROL OF PARENT
FOR STEPPARENT ADOP-
TION

Case Number: EAD00162
To: Jesus Antonio Trinidad
(Parents Whom Rights May Be
Terminated)
By order of the Court, you are
hereby advised that you are
requested to appear before the
judge presiding in Department 4

of this Court on June 20, 2019 at
8:30 a.m. to show cause, if any
you have, why Lucas Anthony
Wong-Trinadad, a minor,
should not be declared free from
custody and control of his/her
parent Jesus Antonio Trinidad

Dated: May 14, 2019
Maria Rhinehart 
by J. Martinez, Deputy,Clerk 
Legal 6205 
Publish: May 16, 23, 30, June 6,
2019

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALI-
FORNIA, COUNTY OF IMPE-
RIAL
939 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
IN THE MATTER OF:
Anthony Cardenas
PETITIONER
ADOPTION CITATION TO
DECLARE MINOR FREE
FROM PARENTAL CUSTODY
AND CONTROL OF PARENT
FOR STEPPARENT ADOP-
TION

Case Number: EAD00161
To: Jesus Antonio Trinidad
(Parents Whom Rights May Be
Terminated)
By order of the Court, you are
hereby advised that you are
requested to appear before the
judge presiding in Department 4
of this Court on June 20, 2019 at
8:30 a.m. to show cause, if any
you have, why Zoey Breanna
Trinidad, a minor, should not be
declared free from custody and
control of his/her parent Jesus

Antonio Trinidad
Dated: May 14, 2019
Maria Rhinehart 

by J. Martinez, Deputy,Clerk 
Legal 6206 
Publish: May 16, 23, 30, June 6,

2019

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Legal 8870

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE
TS No. CA-18-847523-BF Order
No.: DS7300-18004784 YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A
DEED OF TRUST DATED
6/12/2007. UNLESS YOU
TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF
YOU NEED AN EXPLANA-
TION OF THE NATURE OF
THE PROCEEDING AGAINST
YOU, YOU SHOULD CON-
TACT A LAWYER. A public
auction sale to the highest bidder
for cash, cashier's check drawn
on a state or national bank, check
drawn by state or federal credit
union, or a check drawn by a
state or federal savings and loan
association, or savings associa-
tion, or savings bank specified in
Section 5102 to the Financial
Code and authorized to do busi-
ness in this state, will be held by
duly appointed trustee. The sale
will be made, but without
covenant or warranty, expressed
or implied, regarding title, pos-
session, or encumbrances, to pay
the remaining principal sum of
the note(s) secured by the Deed
of Trust, with interest and late
charges thereon, as provided in
the note(s), advances, under the

terms of the Deed of Trust, inter-
est thereon, fees, charges and
expenses of the Trustee for the
total amount (at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice
of Sale) reasonably estimated to
be set forth below. The amount
may be greater on the day of sale.
BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT
TO BID LESS THAN THE
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE.
Trustor(s): Rick Lee Gray, a sin-
gle person Recorded: 6/20/2007
as Instrument No. 2007-024869
of Official Records in the office
of the Recorder of IMPERIAL
County, California; Date of Sale:
6/14/2019 at 2:00 PM Place of
Sale: At the Main Entrance of the
Imperial County Courthouse,
located at 939 W. Main Street, El
Centro, CA 92243 Amount of
unpaid balance and other
charges: $175,966.02 The pur-
ported property address is: 426 W
NECKEL ROAD, IMPERIAL,
CA 92251 Assessor's Parcel No.:
063-010-066-000 NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you
are considering bidding on this
property lien, you should under-
stand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction.
You will be bidding on a lien, not
on the property itself. Placing the

highest bid at a trustee auction
does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership
of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auc-
tioned off may be a junior lien. If
you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be
responsible for paying off all
liens senior to the lien being auc-
tioned off, before you can receive
clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist
on this property by contacting the
county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of
which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same
lender may hold more than one
mortgage or deed of trust on the
property. NOTICE TO PROPER-
TY OWNER: The sale date
shown on this notice of sale may
be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to
Section 2924g of the California
Civil Code. The law requires that
information about trustee sale
postponements be made available
to you and to the public, as a

courtesy to those not present at
the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the
sale of this property, you may call
800-280-2832 for information
regarding the trustee's sale or
visit this Internet Web site
http://www.qualityloan.com,
using the file number assigned to
this foreclosure by the Trustee:
CA-18-847523-BF. Information
about postponements that are
very short in duration or that
occur close in time to the sched-
uled sale may not immediately be
reflected in the telephone infor-
mation or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify post-
ponement information is to
attend the scheduled sale. The
undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness
of the property address or other
common designation, if any,
shown herein. If no street address
or other common designation is
shown, directions to the location
of the property may be obtained
by sending a written request to
the beneficiary within 10 days of
the date of first publication of this
Notice of Sale. If the sale is set
aside for any reason, including if

the Trustee is unable to convey
title, the Purchaser at the sale
shall be entitled only to a return
of the monies paid to the Trustee.
This shall be the Purchaser's sole
and exclusive remedy. The pur-
chaser shall have no further
recourse against the Trustor, the
Trustee, the Beneficiary, the
Beneficiary's Agent, or the
Beneficiary's Attorney. If you
have previously been discharged
through bankruptcy, you may
have been released of personal
liability for this loan in which
case this letter is intended to
exercise the note holders right's
against the real property only.
Date: Quality Loan Service
Corporation 2763 Camino Del
Rio South San Diego, CA 92108
619-645-7711 For NON SALE
information only Sale Line: 800-
280-2832 Or Login to:
http://www.qualityloan.com
Reinstatement Line: (866) 645-
7711 Ext 5318 Quality Loan
Service Corp. TS No.: CA-18-
847523-BF IDSPub #0152772
5/16/2019 5/23/2019 5/30/2019
Legal 6204
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NNEEVVEERR  MMIISSSS  AANN  IISSSSUUEE!!

Subscribe to your 
community newspaper today!

(760) 356-2995

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Notice of Hearing 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Imperial County Citrus Pest Control District
#1 (ICCPCD#1) will hold a hearing on Wednesday, June 5, 2019, 1:30p.m., at the
Imperial County Agricultural Commissioner's Office, 852 Broadway Street, El Centro,
California, when and where any and all persons interested may appear and object to the
adoption of the budget or to any item in it.

The summary of the FY 2019-2020 preliminary budget is as follows: Expenditures for
potential abatement measures, legal fees, employee, transportation, biocontrol, survey
work, nuisance abatement, community outreach, office and supplies, miscellaneous
items, and administration = $568,595.15. Revenues = $568,595.15 (Includes carryover
FY 2018-2019 in the estimated amount of $431,445.15). It is the intention to raise
$137,150.00 of the amount of money required to meet the proposed budget by levying
an assessment upon the assessed value of the citrus within the district. The proposed
amount of the assessment is $20 per acre.

The original preliminary budget, for further particulars, is on file with the ICCPCD#1
Board.

Legal 8871 Publish: May 23, 30, 2019

Legal 8869
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  19-296
The following person is conducting
business as:
Imperial Valley Records
729 Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243

County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Richard Adame
237 W. Ross Apt. 162
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by: An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact

business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on:
June 2, 2018.
I, Richard Adame Declare that all of
the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Richard Adame
The filing of this statement does not

of itself authorize the use in this
State or a Fictitious Business Name
in Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: May 1, 2019.
NOTICE:  This statement expires

on: April 30, 2024. A new statement
must be filed prior to the expiration
date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 6198       
Publish: May 9, 16, 23, 30, 2019

SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
JAMES W. HORN AKA JAMES
HORN, DOES 1 TO 10, Inclusive,
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
CAVALRY SPV I, LLC, as assignee
of CITIBANK, N.A.,
NOTICE!  You have been sued. The
court may decide against you with-
out your being heard unless you
respond within 30 days. Read the
information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR
DAYS after this summons and legal
papers are served on you to file a
written response at this court and
have a copy served on the plaintiff.
A letter or phone call will not pro-
tect you. Your written response
must be in proper legal form if you
want the court to hear your case.
There may be a court form that you
can use for your response. You can
find these court forms and more
information at the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),
your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you. If you can-

not pay the filing fee, ask the court
clerk for a fee waiver form. If you
do not file your response on time,
you may lose the case by default,
and your wages, money, and proper-
ty may be taken without further
warning from the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an
attorney right away. If you do not
know an attorney, you may want to
call an attorney referral service. If
you cannot afford an attorney, you
may be eligible for free legal serv-
ice from a nonprofit legal services
program. You can locate these non-
profit groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelp-
california.org), the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or
more in a civil case. The court's lien
must be paid before the court will
dismiss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no

responde dentro de 30 días, la corte
puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su versión. Lea la informa-
ción a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALEN-
DARIO después de que le entreguen
esta citación y papeles legales para
presentar una respuesta por escrito
en esta corte y hacer que se
entregue una copia al demandante.
Una carta o una llamada telefónica
no lo protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en formato
legal correcto si desea que procesen
su caso en la corte. Es posible que
haya un formulario que usted pueda
usar para su respuesta. Puede
encontrar estos formularios de la
corte y más información en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California (www.sucorte.ca.gov),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su con-
dado o en la corte que le quede más
cerca. Si no puede pagar la cuota
de presentación, pida al secretario
de la corte que le dé un formulario
de exención de pago de cuotas. Si
no presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por
incumplimiento y  la corte le podrá
quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin
más advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un abo-
gado inmediatamente. Si no conoce
a un abogado, puede llamar a un
servicio de remisión a abogados. Si
no puede pagar a un  abogado es

posible que cumpla con los requisi-
tos para obtener servicios legales
gratuitos de un programa de servi-
cios legales sin fines de lucro.
Puede encontrar estos grupos sin
fines de lucro en el sitio web de
California Legal Services,
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov) o
poniéndose en contacto con la corte
o el colegio de abogados locales.
AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene dere-
cho a reclamar las cuotas y los cos-
tos y los costos exentos por imponer
un gravamen  sobre cualquier recu-
peración de $10,000 o más de valor
recibida mediante un acuerdo o una
concesión de arbitraje en un caso
de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el
gravamen de la corte antes de que
la corte pueda desechar el caso.
CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  ECL001415
The name and address of the court
is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la corte
es): 
Superior Court of California,
Imperial County, El Centro
Superior Court of California
939 West Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and telephone

number of plaintiff's attorney, or
plaintiff without an attorney, is: 
(El nombre, la dirección y el
número de teléfono del abogado del
demandante, o del demandante que
no tiene abogado, es):
Brian N. Winn (SBN 86779) Laura
M. Hoalst (SBN 101082) John E.
Gordon (SBN 180053) Stephen S.
Zeller (SBN 265664) Jason M.
Burrows (SBN 309882) Amit
Taneja (SBN 304559) Grace Gail
Cara (SBN 315558) Adonia Tan
(SBN 317432)
Winn Law Group, A Professional
Corporation
The Chapman Building
110 E. Wilshire Ave. Ste 212
Fullerton, CA 92832
(714) 446-6686
Date: September 5, 2018
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk, by
(Secretario) D. Garrido, Deputy
(Adjunto)
Endorsed: September 5, 2018
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: Divanne Garrido, Deputy
Legal 8864
Publish: May 9, 16, 23, 30, 2019 

SUMMONS 
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
Federico Regla Jimenez, Valley
Independent Bank & all persons
unknown claiming any legal or equi-
table right, title, estate, lien, or inter-
est in the property described in com-
plaint adverse to plaintiff’s title, or
any cloud on plaintiff’s title hereto,
named as DOES 1-50, inclusive
YOU ARE BEING SUED BY
PLAINTIFF:  
(LO ESTA DEMANDANDO EL
DEMANDANTE):
Yolanda Patricia Regla
NOTICE!  You have been sued. The
court may decide against you without
your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information
below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS
after this summons and legal papers
are served on you to file a written
response at this court and have a
copy served on the plaintiff. A letter
or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in
proper legal form if you want the
court to hear your case. There may be
a court form that you can use for your
response. You can find these court
forms and more information at the
California Courts Online Self-Help
Center (www.courtinfo.ca.gov/self-
help), your county law library, or the
courthouse nearest you. If you cannot
pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk
for a fee waiver form. If you do not
file your response on time, you may
lose the case by default, and your
wages, money, and property may be
taken without further warning from
the court.

There are other legal require-
ments. You may want to call an attor-
ney right away. If you do not know
an attorney, you may want to call an
attorney referral service. If you can-
not afford an attorney, you may be
eligible for free legal service from a
nonprofit legal services program.
You can locate these nonprofit
groups at the California Legal
Services Web site (www.lawhelpcali-
fornia.org), the California Courts
Online Self-Help Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or
county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived
fees and costs on any settlement or
arbitration award of $10,000 or more

in a civil case. The court's lien must
be paid before the court will dismiss
the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. Si no

responde dentro de 30 días, la corte
puede decidir en su contra sin
escuchar su versión. Lea la informa-
ción a continuación. 

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO
después de que le entreguen esta
citación y papeles legales para pre-
sentar una respuesta por escrito en
esta corte y hacer que se entregue
una copia al demandante. Una carta
o una llamada telefónica no lo pro-
tegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene
que estar en formato legal correcto si
desea que procesen su caso en la
corte. Es posible que haya un formu-
lario que usted pueda usar para su
respuesta. Puede encontrar estos for-
mularios de la corte y más informa-
ción en el Centro de Ayuda de las
Cortes de California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la bibliote-
ca de leyes de su condado o en la
corte que le quede más cerca. Si no
puede pagar la cuota de pre-
sentación, pida al secretario de la
corte que le dé un formulario de
exención de pago de cuotas. Si no
presenta su respuesta a tiempo,
puede perder el caso por incumplim-
iento y  la corte le podrá quitar su
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin más
advertencia. 

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es
recomendable que llame a un aboga-
do inmediatamente. Si no conoce a
un abogado, puede llamar a un ser-
vicio de remisión a abogados. Si no
puede pagar a un  abogado es posi-
ble que cumpla con los requisitos
para obtener servicios legales gratu-
itos de un programa de servicios
legales sin fines de lucro. Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines de
lucro en el sitio web de California
Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcali-
fornia.org), en el Centro de Ayuda de
las Cortes de California,
(www.sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose
en contacto con la corte o el colegio
de abogados locales. AVISO: Por
ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar
las cuotas y los costos y los costos
exentos por imponer un gravamen
sobre cualquier recuperación de
$10,000 o más de valor recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una conce-
sión de arbitraje en un caso de dere-
cho civil. Tiene que pagar el grava-
men de la corte antes de que la corte
pueda desechar el caso.

CASE NUMBER: (Numero del
Caso):  ECL000583
The name and address of the court is:  
(El nombre y dirección de la corte
es): 
Imperial County Superior Court 
939 West Main St.
El Centro, CA 92243
The name, address, and telephone
number of plaintiff's attorney, or
plaintiff without an attorney, is: 

(El nombre, la dirección y el número
de teléfono del abogado del deman-
dante, o del demandante que no tiene
abogado, es):
Thomas W. Storey, 78332 
Law Offices of Thomas W. Storey,
APLC
654 W. Main Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(760) 352-1311
Date: September 13, 2018

Maria Rhinehart, Clerk, by
(Secretario) R. Marquez, Deputy
(Adjunto)
Endorsed: September 13, 2018
Superior Court
County of Imperial
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By: Ricki Marquez, Deputy
Legal 6203 
Publish: May 16, 23, 30, June 6,
2019

CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
Harold T. Wigg, Jr., aka Harrold
T. Wigg, Jr.
CASE NUMBER:  EPR03314
To all heirs, beneficiaries, credi-
tors, contingent creditors, and
persons who may otherwise be
interested in the will or estate, or
both, of:  Harold T. Wigg, Jr.
aka Harrold T. Wigg, Jr.
A Petition for Probate has been
filed by: Imperial County
Public Administrator in the
Superior Court of California,
County of:  IMPERIAL
The Petition for Probate requests
that Imperial County Public
Administrator be appointed as
personal representative to admin-
ister the estate of the decedent.

The petition requests authority to
administer the estate under the
Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will
allow the personal representative
to take many actions without
obtaining court approval. Before
taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an interested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A hearing on the petition will
be held in this court as follows:

Date: May 31, 2019
Time:  8:30 a.m.
Dept.  9
Address of court:
Superior Court of California, 
County of Imperial
939 West Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243
If you object to the granting of
the petition, you should appear at
the hearing and state your objec-
tions or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.
If you are a creditor or a con-
tingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim
with the court and mail a copy to
the personal representative
appointed by the court within the

later of either (1) four months
from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal rep-
resentative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate
Code, or (2) 60 days from the
date of mailing or personal deliv-
ery to you of a notice under sec-
tion 9052 of the California
Probate Code.
Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in
California law.
You may examine the file kept
by the court. If you are a person
interested in the estate, you may
file with the court a Request for
Special Notice (form DE-154) of

the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as provid-
ed in Probate Code section 1250.
A Request for Special Notice
form is available from the court
clerk.
Petitioner:
Imperial County Public
Administrator
778 W. State Street
El Centro, CA 92243
(442) 265-7000
Endorsed: May 7, 2019
Superior Court
County of Imperial 
Maria Rhinehart, Clerk
By Adriana Garcia,  Deputy
Legal 8865  
Publish: May 9, 16, 23, 2019
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JAYSON BARNISKE

El Centro barber Fernie
Lynn recalls having to tem-
porarily relocate to Los
Angeles in 2003 to obtain his
license from the Royal Institute
and then returning to Imperial
County to start his career.

Thanks to his initiative,
aspiring hair stylists no longer
have to make that trek. Lynn
operates SC Barber School at
769 Park Ave. in El Centro. It is
on the approved school list for
the state Board of Barbering
and Cosmetology.

"We've been open just over
a year. I've been a barber for 16
years. Six years ago, I decided
to do something about the
industry," he said, explaining
the school's start. "I really did-
n't like the way the industry
was going. I always knew I
wanted to be an instructor." 

Despite his ambition, it
took nearly five years of plan-
ning and saving for Lynn to get
SC Barber open.

Now, it offers day and night
classes with a capacity of 100
students and 27  enrolled.
While helping a client achieve
the look they seek is the pri-
mary objective, Lynn explained
success stems from skills he
works to instill in every stu-
dent.

"Customer service and
time-management consistency
are critical skills for barbers
and every other profession," he
said. "In my curriculum I teach
job readiness, resume building,
how to do your taxes, client
retention, finances, and how to
open your own business."

Those abilities were some-
thing of which the local barber
industry needed more, he
noted.

"I did see a lot of unprofes-
sionalism locally. A lot of new
barber shops were opening and
were offering jobs to unli-
censed barbers," he explained.
"There was a boom about 10
years ago in the local barber
industry. Barber shops were
unable to hire licensed barbers
because there were no schools
here to license anyone."

While American Beauty
Academy in Brawley added a
barber school two years ago,
Lynn said he saw a greater
demand he could fulfill.

The making of a profes-
sional barber requires another
unflashy element equally
important to the required busi-
ness acumen, Lynn explained.
At his school hygiene comes
first and a proficient barber
maintains a reverence for it
similar to the medical profes-
sion.

"The reason is to protect the
client," Lynn explained.
"Disinfection, sanitation, over-
all client protection and infec-
tion control. Believe it or not,
just because I use a comb on
you and there is not a cut or
blood, I can still transfer bacte-
ria to another client if I do not
sanitize my equipment correct-
ly."

Recent trends in men's fash-
ion bring male clients to tradi-
tional barber shops in search of
more invasive procedures such
as beard care and eyebrow
waxing, making hygiene even
more important

"The more invasive the pro-
cedure, the more sanitization is
required. Often unlicensed bar-
bers who know how to sanitize
a comb may not know how to
sanitize a waxing pod, thread,
and facial product," he said.

To learn those specialized
skills, as well as have the abili-

ty and confidence to get a client
the look they desire, aspiring
barbers are required to com-
plete 1500 hours of education
in 10 to 12 months. Students
who take 30 hours of class a
week graduate in one year.

When students are in train-
ing, they cut hair of friends or
family for tips until they com-
plete the program, Lynn added.

"Students are required to do
80 haircuts and 240 hairstyles
to complete the program," he
said. "In barber school, stu-
dents are required to learn how
to do women's hair, which
includes perms, hair color,
bleach, straighteners, curling
iron, blow dryer. They have to
learn it all as part of the state
requirement and they get tested
on it."

Those interested in finding
out more about the school may
locate it on social media or the
website www.liscschool.com.
Many programs are available to
help students pay for their edu-
cation. 

"I have a promotion now
for $7,400. The minimum
down payment is $1,500 to

start, which pays for the first
month of tuition, books, uni-
forms and enrollment fees.
Students pay the balance as
they complete the curriculum,"
he said.

Lynn said he created his
school with a passion to edu-
cate young members of the
community to excel in all
aspects of the customer service
industry. Barbering is a solid

career for those with the right
skills and outlook, he added. 

"If you're hands on, or even
if you have a career but want a
little more freedom, barbering
is definitely the career for you,"
Lynn said. "We're planning to a
cosmetology school by the end
of the year. I am an advocate
for all vocational training. You
don't need a bachelor's degree
anymore to make a living."

Barber School Teaches Students More Than Just Cutting Hair

CHRISTIAN Castillo (from left) cuts Mark Gerdener’s hair and
Jizel Gongora lines up Angel Leal for a cut at the SC Barber
School in El Centro. 
JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO

JODY LIMON GIVES a facial to Amie Valdez at the SC Barber
School in El Centro. JAYSON BARNISKE PHOTO
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