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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

In response to complaints
about commercial trucks in
Holtville, signage will be
installed on S R7 northbound to
route trucks to Interstate 8, a

California Department of
Transportation official said.

In a phone interview
Marcelo Peinado, Caltrans dis-
trict 11 division chief, noted the
problem is trucks from Calexico
headed to SR 115 use S R7 that
becomes Orchard Road and ter-

minates in Holtville. Residents
on Orchard have complained
about truck traffic.

"So you have trucks on city
streets and complaints about
truck speed," said Peinado. "A
couple of things need to occur.
Imperial County needs to

restrict truck traffic. On the
Caltrans side, we'll direct traffic
not to continue on Orchard.
Before they get there, signs will
warn trucks to use I-8 to get to
SR 115. And for southbound
trucks we'll have signs on SR
115 telling trucks to use the I-8
exit." 

Currently, truck traffic is not
prohibited from using Orchard
Road, though there are resi-
dences along the narrow two-
lane street. However, Caltrans
cannot assign any speed limit
until a traffic study is done,
explained Peinado. 

"The California Vehicle
Code sets speeds on divided and
undivided highways," said
Peinado. "There's also statutory
speed laws, ones where condi-
tions such as residential areas,
business districts or retirement
communities (in which) speeds
can be set without engineering
studies. It's up to the county to
handle that decision." 

Solution Sought For Orchard Road Truck Traffic

As hard as it may be to
believe, school starts in
Holtville and throughout most
of Imperial County in two and a
half weeks.

August 20 will be the big
day, with more than 1,500 stu-
dents returning to classes on the
Holtville Unified School
District’s campuses.

With the clock counting
down, now is the time for par-
ents to check the store sales for
back to school supplies and new
clothes for their children. Kids
who have spent their vacation
staying up late at night and
sleeping in late the next morn-

ing should start working on get-
ting their sleep schedule back to
normal so they are ready for the
first week.

It’s also the time to call the
schools if you have any ques-
tions or concerns about your
child’s enrollment. Making sure
everything is in order before the
start of classes will mean no dis-
ruptions on the first day and an
easy start on a new year.

Classes will let out at noon
on the first day, which will
allow teachers to get together at
the annual Welcome Back
Teachers Luncheon hosted by
the Holtville Chamber of

Commerce.
Students won’t have to wait

long until they get their first
mini vacation. They will have a
three-day weekend for Labor
Day, which is on September 3
this year.

Average daily attendance
(ADA) in the HUSD dropped by
about 50 students in 2017-18 as
compared to the previous school
year. Local school officials said
recently that they hope that
enrollment and attendance pick
up this upcoming year, or the
district is expected to take a big
hit in state funding.

School Starts August 20th

Anyone surprised by how
soon the new school year is com-
ing up will probably be shocked to
learn that the first high school
football game will take place
Friday after next.

The Vikings will be hosting a
home game to start the season,
with Instituto Salvatierra visiting
the Carrot Capital on August 17th.
Start time hasn’t been set yet but
will be printed in next week’s edi-
tion of the Holtville Tribune.

Speaking of next week, that’s
when the annual varsity and
frosh/junior varsity football carni-
vals will be held. The varsity
scrimmages will be hosted by the
Central Spartans next Friday,
while Holtville will be this year’s
host for the frosh/JV carnival. It
will take place at Birger Field
next Thursday, beginning at 5:30
p.m.

Football Season
Starts Aug. 20,
Carnivals Set

For Next Week

CALTRANS HOPES TO help deal with the heavy truck traffic on Orchard Road by placing signs
directing truckers on State Route 7 to take Interstate 8 west to Highway 111.

Dorothy Kelly Reflects
On Life In Holtville

BY MARCIA R. JENNINGS

In Part II of Dorothy Kelly’s
story she and Jack had just gotten
married on May 1, 1947. Soon
after, they moved to Spokane,
Wash., where they planned to
make their home. Jack went to
work in a dry cleaning establish-
ment, and Dorothy at the Aetna

Credit Bureau.
According to the U.S. Census

Bureau, in the 1940s Spokane
had a population of approximate-
ly 122,000; enough to qualify it
as a city. Despite living in a city
that had more to offer than a
small town, Dorothy remembers
feeling a great loneliness. She

Continued on Page 2

August 10 is the official
deadline for incumbents and new
candidates hoping for a seat on
either the Holtville City Council
or Holtville Unified School
District Board of Trustees.

Declarations for school board
may be obtained from the
Registrar of Voters’ office and
must be completed within the
office. Those seeking seats on the
city council must file with the
city clerk at Holtville City Hall
during regular business hours.

Candidates for either govern-
ing body must be at least 18 years

of age and a U.S. citizen. It is
also necessary to be a registered
voter within the school district’s
boundaries for the HUSD board
or within the city limits for the
city council.

A nomination petition con-
taining signatures of registered
voters in the city is required to be
turned in by the August 10 dead-
line for the city council seats.

Candidates wishing to submit
a Candidate’s Statement of
Qualifications must do so at the
same time their Declaration of
Candidacy is filed and before the

deadline for both documents on
August 10th.  A Statement of
Qualifications is a 200-word or
less statement from the candidate
that is included in the Voter’s
Information Guide mailed to all
voters before the November elec-
tion.  Not all candidates choose to
submit a Statement of
Qualifications and it is not a
mandatory requirement for can-
didacy.

There are two seats open on
the city council and three on the
school board.

Filing Deadline Nears For City
Council, School Board Candidates

DOROTHY KELLY talks about why she considers Holtville
home.      MARCIA JENNINGS PHOTOGRAPH
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Week of August 6th

Mindfulness
(Originally aired on May 2016)

What is mindfulness? Mindfulness is defined as placing ones attention to the
internal and external experiences occurring at the present moment. Join us as
leading Mindfulness researcher, Dr. Langer explains how Mindfulness works

and it’s benefits to our health

Ellen Langer, Ph.D.
Social Psychologist Professor Harvard 

University

Semana del 6 de agosto
Atención Plena para la Ira Adolescente

(Originalmente transmitido en octubre del 2015)
¿Alguna vez te has sentido tan frustrado con en la escuela, con tus amigos, padres, o
con la vida en general al grado de ponerte agresivo ó perder el control de tus emo-
ciones? No estás solo. Ser un adolescente es difícil, pero es aún más difícil cuando
eres incapaz de mantener la calma en situaciones estresantes. Afortunadamente, hay

pasos que puedes tomar para mantenerte calmado y sereno. 

Marie Arroyo
Asociada Registrada para Terapia Matrimonial y Familiar

Supervisora Clínica de Ansiedad y Depresión 
Calexico
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Woman’s Club of Holtville
Community Birthdays

AUG.  02: Lynda Barlow, Gerald Gettle Jr., DeeDee Lucas
AUG.  03:  NONE
AUG. 04: Klinton Kenneth Thompson, Luke Van Der Linden, Joel
Chambers†, Steven Winford 
AUG. 05: Heidi Hilfiker Gill, Mattias Ruben Leimgruber, Pepe (Joe)
Velasco, T.J. Babb
AUG.  06: Oliver Turner, Glen Crosby, Ricky Wasson (Ellis), Asa Salcido,
Cooper Elliot Hoff, Callie Hernandez, Christy Cradic, Rodney Strahm,
Kennan Kennedy, Jonathan McClure.
AUG. 07: Chris Dotson, Ellery Rebecca Evans, Buck DePaoli, Kate
Grizzle, Isabella Lopez, Betty Dickerson†, Ben Rubin†, Kim Hoberg
AUG. 08: Mattie I. Hunt†, Jackson Turner

Anniversaries
AUG. 06: Mr. & Mrs. Donnie Kilgore
AUG. 07: Mr. & Mrs. Pete Cradic
AUG. 08: Mr. & Mrs. Ed Briseno, Mr. & Mrs. Kellen Enz

Members Of The
CNPA

missed small-town living; a slower
pace and the interpersonal benefits
of a close-knit community.

By October, they decided to
come back to the Imperial Valley.
They eventually found a nice apart-
ment on Brighton Avenue in El
Centro, and Dorothy worked as the
secretary of Mr. B.A. Harrigan,
who was the Agricultural
Commissioner. She was very
happy with her work and made
many friends. Jack, however, was
determined to start his own dry
cleaning business.

Once again, there was an inter-
ruption in the status quo. In the fall
of 1947, he left for Silver Spring,
Md., for three months, to receive
intensive training at a dry cleaning
school. Dorothy, unfortunately, had
to stay behind to keep her job, as
well as the apartment. She missed
Jack while undergoing this new
transition. She describes those days
as “. . . a very lonely time for me.”

But better days were ahead,
and upon Jack’s return three
months later things started falling
quickly into place. They purchased
an old car, and after what Dorothy
terms “many trials,” she learned to

drive. They moved back to
Holtville, and in 1948 they opened
a small dry cleaners, and named it
Kelly’s Cleaners.

Dorothy remembers it as a
great time for her and Jack. They
were caught up in a whirlwind of
moving, starting a business, and
making friends. This was to be the
beginning of a new period in their
lives. By the 1950s they have
moved their cleaners into a new
building on Holt Avenue and. by
the end of that same decade, had
expanded to include another clean-
er business in El Centro. Things
were definitely looking up.

Integrated into this happiness,
was the blessing of starting a fami-
ly. Dorothy remembers the birth of
Kieran, Kathleen, Mary Lynn, and
Patrick John. All born, with the
exception of Patrick John, in the
1950s.

“My duties while the children
were still home were varied. I was
a wife, mother, housewife, taxi
driver, nurse, gardener, consoler,
seamstress, and the list could go on
and on. As a family, we were busy
with the children. Both of us par-
ticipated and helped in many ways

at their school. With high school
we attended open-house, dinners,
plays, football games, recitals, and
anything else that came up.”

During this period, she and her
husband forged many friendships.
One of her memories includes
Woman’s Club Past-President Joan
Thornburg, and her husband Ron.

“Making salsa with Joan and
Ron Thornburg was a yearly event
for many years. We picked the
tomatoes and made hundreds of
jars of salsa. We had kids and
friends as helpers, then divided
what we made.”

Now, she only buys a small jar
of salsa at the store. Nevertheless,
she has the happy memories to sus-
tain her.

One day in the late 1950s, Jack
told her he was thinking of going
back to school. She had no objec-
tions, thinking that it was only a
whim, and that he only intended to
take a class or two at the most. He
was thinking of something else
entirely. He approached John
Hinshaw, an instructor at IVC, who
also owned a small service station
in Holtville, and asked his advice.

Jack was worried, because by
then, he had a wife, three children,
and a business to run. John
Henshaw said, “Go for it!” Jack did

indeed go for it. He continued his
education, and Dorothy continued
encouraging him, despite the “wear
and tear” it caused the both of
them.

Finally, in May of 1963, Jack
graduated from San Diego State
University and began his teaching
career in September 1963.
President John F. Kennedy was the
speaker at the commencement. On
November 22,1963, President
Kennedy was killed in Texas. This
would be the second president who
died or was killed while still serv-
ing his term during Dorothy’s life-
time.

Starting in 1969, and for the
following 20 years, Dorothy went
back to work. She worked at Finley
School as an instructional aide.
Then she worked for 16 years for
Earlene Realmuto in special educa-
tion. Gradually, the hectic years in
her life came to an end. Jack and
Dorothy celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary in 1996.

They enjoyed a few more years
of retirement together, but on
November 30, 2012, after sixty-six
years of marriage, Jack Kelly
passed away. It was a sad loss for
the community, and a hard blow
for Dorothy and her children.

Dorothy is now 92. She has the

love of her children, and the
respect of her community. She still
lives in the same house — the one
with the bricks from the Harold
Bell Wright Ranch — on the fac-
ing. And her palm tree is still stand-
ing — and growing.

Her health, however, is declin-
ing, and although her pace is a little
slower, she’s the same beautiful
and determined person that she’s
always been. Health permitting,
she’s a regular at Woman’s Club
meetings and Book Section, where
she’s been a member since the
1950s.

On Sundays she still worships
at St. Joseph’s Church. She still
keeps her hair appointments with
Shirley Daniell, and fends for her-
self as much as she can. She is
enduring. Her story can close with
her words: “I never became a
dancer or a drum major, but I’ve
lived a long life that has given me
many rewards. What time I have
left I will live as best as I can and
try to count my blessings each day.
I hope I will always have a good
attitude.”

God bless you, Dorothy!

Marcia Jennings is a member of the
Holtville Woman’s Club.

Holtville Public Library
August - Teens/Adults’ Summer Program 4pm
(A/T)

Mon - Tues.  9am - 6pm
Wed. 9am - 7pm
Thurs           9am - 6pm
Fri 9am - 5 p.m.  

Closed for lunch 12pm - 1pm  (760) 356-2385

Bingo Bingo Bingo! 
Join us at The American Legion and Auxiliary
Bradley Keffer Post 138 in Holtville, Corrner of 6th
& Cedar Ave. Thursday, August 2. Doors open at 5
p.m. Bingo begins at 6 p.m. Public is welcome.
Please support our Veterans and Active Duty
Service Members, they support you!

Soccer Registrations

Imperial Valley United Soccer Association
August 2
5 to 7 pm at Cuts and Fades Barbershop in
Holtville
For boys and girls born in the year 2005 to 2014. 
New and returning players need birth certificate.
Cost is $75

First Assembly of God Vacation Bible School
August 6 - 10
6 - 8 p.m. each night. Register at www.H1AG.com

First High School Football Game
Friday, August 17 at home

First Day of School
Monday, August 20

Calendar

Dorothy Kelly..........................................................from front page

Two line crews and members
of IID's emergency response
team left for Northern California
on Tuesday on a mutual aid
request for electric system repair
help following the devastating
wildfires currently taking place in
the state.

IID personnel include

Foremen Frank Loya and Bill
Damelio, Journeymen Armando
Silva, Matthew Vogel, Salvador
Ayala, Jessy Nava, Santiago
Magaña, Ceasar Tinajero, and
Gary Hatfield and Jonathan
Burnworth of the Office of
Emergency Management.

IID Crews Assisting With
Repairs After Fires

The Imperial Valley Small
Business Development Center is
moving to a new location in the
city of Imperial.

The new office will be locat-
ed at 2415Imperial Business Park
Drive, Suite A in Imperial and
was set to have opened on
Wednesday of this week.

The IVSBDC helps local
small businesses prosper by
delivering no cost business assis-
tance to small business owners
and entrepreneurs through one-
on-one counseling and work-

shops to help start and grow
small businesses.

Areas that consulting is
offered in include:
•  Accounting/Quickbooks
•  Marketing/Public Relations
•  Business Plan Assistance
•  Growth/Expansion Strategies
•  Sales and Customer Service
•  Financial Analysis/Cash Flow
Management
•  Business Structure/Formation
•  Merchandising
•  E-Commerce and online sales

SBDC Office Relocating
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Border Patrol News

THURSDAY,
JULY 19

T.R.O. NOT WORKING: At
7:44 a.m. someone went into
the local sheriff’s substation on
Fern Avenue to talk with
deputies about someone said to
be violating a restraining order.
LOOKS FINE TO ME: At
4:20 p.m. a caller reported that
a tree trimmer’s truck was
blocking a stop sign at Ninth
and Olive. A deputy was sent to
check on the vehicle and
advised dispatchers that the
truck was legally parked and
wasn’t blocking the sign.
THE HEAT’S GETTING TO
US ALL: At 5:55 p.m. a caller
requested that deputies be sent
to talk to a man in the area of
Eighth and Pine who was
behaving strangely. The subject
was said to be on his knees and
yelling loudly. Deputies were
dispatched.
YOUR LIGHT’S OUT: At
7:57 p.m. a deputy reported
stopping a driver at Fifth and
Fern to let him know he had a
brake light out.
OUT KIND OF LATE
TONIGHT: At 11:57 p.m. a
deputy reported stopping some
kids on bicycles at Sixth and
Orange. They were talked to
for a few minutes and then
taken home.

FRIDAY,
JULY 20

NOT REGISTERED: At 8:33
a.m. a deputy reported citing a
vehicle without current tags
that was parked near the corner
of Eighth and Cedar.
COLLECTING COBWEBS:
A short time later, a couple of
vehicles that had been noticed
to have been parked on the
street for a while near Fifth and
Grape were cited a short time
later, with the owners advised
that a 72-hour clock was tick-
ing for them to move the cars.
LOOKED SUSPICIOUS
BUT WASN’T: At 9:40 p.m. a
deputy reported stopping to
check on a man kneeling
behind a car parked near Fourth
and Grape. He turned out to be
placing a new registration

sticker on his vehicle’s license
plate.
EVERYTHING LOOKS OK:
At 10:03 a.m. a resident
requested a deputy because she
said she heard what sounded
like knocking outside her
daughter’s bedroom window
later the night before. She
added that her husband had
gone outside but didn’t find
anyone around. Deputies
checked the window but didn’t
find any signs that anyone had
been tampering with it.
FALSE ALARM: At 8:25 p.m.
a security monitoring company
reported that a motion detector
had been set off in the office of
a business on Zenos Road.
Deputies were dispatched but
found everything to be secure.
A LITTLE SENSITIVE: At
8:28 p.m. an alarm was set off
at Rabobank. Deputies arrived
to find the cleaning crew had
apparently accidentally trig-
gered the alarm.
MADE HIS GETAWAY: At
11:19 p.m. a caller reported
spotting a male subject looking
into parked cars on Walnut
Avenue. Deputies searched the
area but didn’t turn up any
signs of the man.

SATURDAY,
JULY 21

FAMILY FEUD: At 8:23 a.m.
sheriffs were called after a
caller reported what sounded
like a fight taking place at a
neighbor’s house, with doors
being slammed. Deputies were
dispatched to the scene of the
disturbance.
TRAILER FIRE: At 8:24
a.m. a caller reported a trailer
on fire near Norrish and
Highline Roads. The Holtville
Fire Department was dis-
patched to extinguish the blaze.
No injuries were reported.
MUST’VE BEEN THE
WIND: At 10:12 a.m. a female
caller reported that a portable
basketball hoop had fallen into
the street in front of a residence
and was creating a traffic haz-
ard. A deputy moved it out of
the roadway.
I’LL LET IT SLIDE THIS
TIME: At 1:05 p.m. a deputy

reported stopping a speeding
driver at Fifth and Pine. The
motorist was let off with just a
warning.

SUNDAY,
JULY 22

DRINKING AND FISH-
ING?: At 8:32 p.m. the
California Highway Patrol
requested that a deputy be sent
to check on someone that was
reported to have almost fallen
in a canal near the intersection
of Barbara Worth Road and
Evan Hewes Highway. The
subject was thought to have
been drinking and was
unsteady. A deputy was sent
out.
MEAN DRUNK: At 8:55 p.m.
deputies were called on to deal
with a heated dispute taking
place between a man and
woman, with the woman
reportedly drinking and hitting
the windows of a truck.

THURSDAY,
JULY 26

NO BURGLARS HERE: At
7:312 a.m. deputies were sent
to a business on Holt Avenue
after the burglar alarm was
reported to have been tripped.
Deputies later advised dis-
patchers that everything was
secure at the building.
WE’RE JUST ABOUT
DONE HERE: At 8:00 a.m. a
large truck was reported to be
stopped in the middle of the
roadway at Eighth and Holt,
blocking traffic. A deputy
found the driver unloading
building equipment and told
dispatchers that he would be
done within five minutes and
the street would be clear.
VEHICLE BREAK-IN: At
8:35 a.m. a resident reported
going outside to find that one
of the windows on their vehicle
had been broken by an
unknown party sometime dur-
ing the night. A deputy filed a

report on the break-in.
NO REASON TO TAKE IT
OUT ON THE CARS: At
5:17 p.m. a caller notified dis-
patchers that a woman, who
was thought to be under the
influence of something, was
breaking the windows of vehi-
cles outside an apartment on
Holt Avenue. Deputies were
dispatched to question her.
UP TO NO GOOD: At 11:22
p.m. a female caller told dis-
patchers that she had been out
for a run and someone in a
black SUV had followed her
for several blocks. She wanted
deputies to be aware of the
incident and to keep an eye out
for the vehicle.

FRIDAY,
JULY 27

IT WAS HIM: At 2:46 p.m. a
woman went into the local sub-
station to talk to a deputy about
her wallet being stolen. She
said that she even had a picture
of the man she thought had
stolen it.

SATURDAY,
JULY 28

A LITTLE CONSIDERA-
TION PLEASE: At 12:17
a.m. a tenant at an apartment
complex on East Fifth Street
called to complain about an
upstairs neighbor who was
making too much noise.
Deputies went to speak with
the offending party and asked
them to keep it down to a min-
imum.
SATURDAY NIGHT PAR-
TIES: At 12:32 a.m. a com-
plaint was received from a
Circle Drive resident who said
there was loud music coming
from a house in the neighbor-
hood. Deputies spoke with the
celebrants and they agreed to
turn the volume of the music
down.
THEY’LL PICK THAT
STUFF UP FOR FREE: At

9:17 a.m. a resident reported
that someone had dumped a
mattress right next to his trash
can in the alley behind his
house. The city’s contracted
waste hauler was going to be
held.
LOOKS REALLY BAD: At
9:36 a.m. a deputy reported
stopping at Eighth and
Figueroa to question a pedestri-
an. Medical aid was requested
for the person, who had an
infected leg wound. The fire
department was dispatched to
assist.
JUST WON’T STOP: At 2:51
p.m. a female resident reported
that she was receiving count-
less phone calls from an ex-
boyfriend and she couldn’t get
him to stop. A deputy spoke
with her and filed a report on
the harassment.
HE’S UP TO SOMETHING:
At 8:11 p.m. a resident reported
a suspicious looking male sub-
ject walking back and forth in
front of her house. She said the
man, who was wearing a pink
shirt, looked like he wanted to
enter a neighbor’s back yard.
NOT FUNNY: At 9:20 p.m. a
complaint came in from a resi-
dent who said two kids had just
knocked on her front door and
then quickly rode off on their
bicycles. Deputies were going
to keep an eye out for the
pranksters.
NOT MUSIC LOVERS: At
10:02 p.m. a call came in about
a loud party, complete with
what sounded like a live band.
Deputies spoke with the revel-
ers, who agreed to dial it down
a few notches.
YOU HAVE TO DO YOUR
PART: At 11:31 p.m. a deputy
reported pulling over a vehicle
at Fifth and Fern and citing the
driver for not having current
registration on the vehicle or
proof of insurance.

CBP Officers Seize $1.2 Million
in Drugs Over Weekend and

Apprehend Six Fugitives
U.S. Customs and Border

Protection officers working at the
ports of entry in the San Diego
and Imperial Valley Counties
over the weekend intercepted 320
pounds of narcotics, valued over
$1.2 million, and intercepted six
wanted fugitives.

From Friday, July 27 through
Monday, July 29, CBP officers
intercepted 300 pounds of
methamphetamine and 20 pounds
of Heroin with a street value of
approximately $1.2 million.

CBP officers discovered the
narcotics in various locations
throughout the vehicles such as
the doors, spare tire, dash and
quarter panels among others.

CBP seized all vehicles
involved in the narcotic smug-
gling attempts and the drugs.

The six fugitives arrested by
CBP officers at the various bor-
der crossings were wanted on
outstanding felony warrants. The
warrants were for false person-
ation, stolen property and parole
violations among others.

CBP officers at the border
crossings in Southern California
routinely stop illegal activity,
while processing millions of
legitimate travelers into the
United States. Those statistics
can be found here: CBP-enforce-
ment-statistics
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Stay Cool This Summer.
Check The Holtville Tribune Every Week

To Learn About Upcoming Activities.

Supes Defer On Food Bank Help Request, But Support Noted
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

About a decade after the
economic earthquake of the
2007-09 recession, the
Imperial Valley Food Bank
still feels aftershocks as it
scrambles to do more for
those still struggling finan-
cially. It serves 20,000, a
three-fold increase over the
last decade, and in 2017 dis-
tributed 4.3 million pounds
of food. 

In an eloquent appeal,
Sara Griffin, Food Bank
executive director, requested
the Imperial County Board
of Supervisors at its July 24
meeting consider a five-year
gift to attain a sound future

for the organization. No dol-
lar amount was specified.

While the matter was an
action item, meaning the
board could have voted on
it, supervisors opted to
explore the matter before
reaching a decision.
However, support was
voiced for further assisting
the Food Bank.

"It's a great project. I
endorse it but with only so
many county dollars
stretched too far (perhaps)
we can find ways to help,
whether it's cash or in-kind
services," said Supervisor
Luis Plancarte.

Added Supervisor
Michael Kelley, "I support it
but let's ask the board to

digest it and consider it."
It was noted the Food

Bank's main office and food
distribution center is in
county-owned buildings
south of El Centro for which
the county charges the chari-
ty no rent. 

District One Supervisor
John Renison said, "I do
support the concept. We're
not kicking this down the
road. We'll find a way to
support this." 

Renison is seeking
reelection and is opposed by
Calexico City Council
Member Jesus Escobar.

Griffin suggested the
county carve out an alloca-
tion from the Community
Benefit Fund. It was initiat-

ed to maximize the benefits
of solar energy development
but guidelines were revised
in January to benefit the
community and stimulate
job growth. 

Meanwhile, Griffin said
she is hopeful but antici-
pates the board's next move
will be a request for further
information. 

"They said they're work-
ing on it but they have their
own ideas," said Griffin.
"We're trying to make it eas-
ier on them by giving them
other options that would
allow them to help the Food
Bank but not at the detri-
ment to other county citi-
zens."

Griffin explained that in

the wake of the recession the
number of people needing
food assistance first doubled
and by 2011 had steadily
escalated to three times the
number helped before the
recession. 

While the local economy
has improved with unem-
ployment dropping from
over 25 percent to below 15
percent, Griffin noted many
job gains are in retail and
fast food and do not pay
enough to move families
above the federal poverty
line. 

Within Imperial County
food insecurity afflicts 17
percent, while the hunger
rate for children is 33 per-
cent, she noted. 

BY GARY REDFERN

T h e  s t r u c t u r e  b e i n g
bui l t  south  of  In te rs ta te  8
a t  F o u r t h  S t r e e t  i n  E l
Cent ro  wi l l  be  a  res tau-
r a n t  o f  t h e  c h a i n  T h e
Habi t  Burger  Gr i l l ,  sa id
Pa t sy  Rob inson ,  c i ty  o f
El  Cent ro  permi t  techni -
c ian .

F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  a b o u t
the  loca t ion ,  inc luding  i t s
s i z e ,  c o s t  a n d  o p e n i n g
date  were  not  immedia te -

ly  ava i lab le .  Habi t  Burger
c o r p o r a t e  o f f i c i a l s  d i d
no t  r espond  to  repea ted
reques ts  for  in format ion .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
c h a i n ' s  w e b s i t e ,  h a b i t -
b u rg e r. c o m ,  i t  o p e r a t e s
n u m e r o u s  l o c a t i o n s
throughout  the  U.S .  and
e v e n  h a s  t w o  e a c h  i n
C h i n a  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d
Arab  Emira tes .  The  f i rm
w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  S a n t a
Barbara  in  1969 and  fea-
tures  charbro i led  burgers ,
sandwiches  and  sa lads .

The Habit Burger
Coming To El

Centro 
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BY WILLIAM ROLLER

Relief from fumbling through
pockets and purses for exact bus
fare is on the horizon if negotia-
tions are successful between the
Imperial County Transportation
Commission and the software
company developing a fare appli-
cation for smart phones.

The commission board voted
unanimously in favor of the pilot
program at its July 25 meeting. It
operates the bus system in
Imperial County.

The details are still being
finalized with the software com-
pany Token Transit of San
Francisco on access to the app,
noted David Aguirre, commis-
sion associate transportation
planner. 

"It allows you to buy an elec-
tronic ticket and store it on your
phone," Aguirre told the board.
"If you buy five tickets you can
post them on your phone and use
them as needed. There's no expi-
ration date as long as the program
is in place." 

Electronic tickets will offer
quicker boarding, relieve drivers
from focusing on correct fares
deposited and riders will have a
safe and convenient method to
carry their fares. 

"We're always looking to
improve the transit experience,"
said Aguirre. "We were excited
about the possibilities of rolling it
out sooner but it may not occur
until Spring 2019. (The develop-

ment) will go into details in the
next few months."

Board member Cheryl Viegas
Walker, the El Centro mayor,
praised the idea saying, "I think
this is a fabulous contract and
you guys should go with it." 

Meanwhile, progress on the
Calexico West Port of Entry traf-
fic circulation plan was presented
by Virginia Mendoza, commis-
sion senior transportation plan-
ner. The plan responds to the July
10 opening of the port expansion
to southbound traffic. Previously,
southbound access to the port had
been through Imperial Avenue.
Now traffic is routed to turn
right on Second Street and left on
Cesar Chavez Boulevard toward
the three-lane access to the port. 

"We've seen a good flow of
traffic thus far but traffic con-
trollers at Second and Imperial
and Second and Cesar Chavez
need to remain," said Mendoza.
"Caltrans (the California
Department of Transportation)
and Calexico are working on
additional signage to help com-
munications for motorists."

On August 23 there will be a
public outreach meeting on the
port at the Carmen Durazo
Cultural Arts Center, 421
Heffernan Ave. Open house will
run from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.,
resume from 1-3:30 p.m. and
conclude from 5-7 p.m. Mark
Baza, commission executive
director, along with Caltrans rep-
resentatives and Calexico offi-
cials will attend.

Transportation Agency Unveils
Electronic Bus Tickets, Port

Traffic Plan

For Publication ofFor Publication of
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The Imperial Irrigation
District Board of Directors has
approved the development of a
new green energy rate program
that will allow customers to des-
ignate how much renewable ener-
gy they wish to be served. 

“At IID, we put our cus-
tomers first and are committed to
tailoring rates, policies and serv-
ices to meet the needs of our
communities,” said IID Board
President James Hanks in a
recent press release. “Our cus-
tomers have asked us to give
them options for renewables and
this program does just that.” 

In 2018, 35 percent of IID’s
overall generation delivered to
customers will come from renew-
able energy sources. Customers
who elect participation in the new
Green Energy Renewable
Program can choose to be served
with an even greater percentage
of renewables, up to 100 percent.

The new program will pro-
vide customers an alternative
solution to help support the envi-
ronment without having to invest
in, or install, on-site renewable
generation systems.

The program is expected to
launch in the last quarter of 2018.
It is estimated to increase the per
kilowatt-hour rate between
$0.013 to $0.02 for those cus-
tomers who elect this option. The
program will be open to all retail
electric customers, with an
exception for customers who
have installed on-site renewable
systems or wholesale power cus-
tomers receiving standby service.

The district has allocated 5
megawatts it the initial offering;
however, additional megawatts
may be added to the program if
customer demand warrants an
increase. 

A champion for renewable
energy, IID has invested millions
of dollars in incentives to help
customers take part in its renew-
able energy programs, including
issuing rebates, weatherizing
homes, tuning-up AC units and
offering savings on energy and
excess power sold to IID through
its net metering and net billing
programs. 

To learn more, please visit
www.iid.com.

IID Adopts New
Green Energy Rate

BY WILLIAM ROLLER

With a new El Centro loca-
tion opening soon and a $1.3
million federal grant in hand,
mega local healthcare provider
Clinicas de Salud del Pueblo is
poised to expand in medically-
underserved Imperial County,
clinic and county officials said.

The grant from the U.S.
Department of Commerce will
be used to purchase medical
devices, as well as furnish
offices of the new Clinicas
location adjacent to the
Imperial Valley Mall at 852 E.
Dannenberg Dr., El Centro,
said Esperanza Colio Warren,
former county Community and
Economic Development man-
ager.

The Dannenberg location is
still under construction and is
expected to be completed in
mid-November, said Sara
Sanders, Clinicas director of
resource development. The
two-story 44,000-square-foot
complex can be seen along the
south side of Interstate 8 east
of Dogwood Road. The struc-
ture has a cost $5.3 million,
according to El Centro plan-
ning records.

Sanders’ comments on the
new location are the first
Clinicas has made to the media
about the project. Previous
efforts by the Calexico
Chronicle to get information
were referred the clinic’s Los
Angeles-area legal counsel
who declined comment.  

"We'll be moving all the
Wake Avenue staff (pharmacy,
dental clinic, ophthalmology as
well as the corporate staff now
in Brawley) there," said
Sanders. "We'll encompass the
whole health care compendi-
um--pediatrics and adult--
along with telemedicine

(online consultations). Some
specialties we'll refer out-of-
county."

Sanders added, "We'll focus
on chronic care--asthma, dia-
betes and obesity. We're trying
to create Clinicas as a one-
stop-shop model." 

The current Clinicas El
Centro location at 651 Wake
Ave. will be closed. Clinicas’
other locations include
Calexico, Salton City and
Winterhaven.

Said Colio Warren, "The
new facility and equipment
will allow Clinicas to better
meet the needs of the commu-
nity by increasing services pro-
vided due to the high demand
of services required from the
residents of Imperial County." 

While the Dannenberg Dr.
location is centrally located for
the county’s major population
areas, it is perhaps a half-mile
from the nearest stop of the
Imperial Valley Transit bus
service. However, Clinicas can
aid transportation with a van
and a 20-passenger bus for
patients. Details on that service
were not immediately provid-
ed. 

Colio Warren, who has
since been appointed a deputy
county chief executive officer,
authored the grant request that
was approved by U.S.
Commerce's Economic
Development Administration
for $1,267,562, along with
general administration fees of
$46,148. Clinicas put up partial
matching funds of $316,891.

The grant was obtained
through the county economic
development department and
its acceptance was approved by
the county Board of
Supervisors on July 24.
Clinicas will coordinate with
county economic development
to begin within the next sever-

al weeks procurement of the
items to be purchased with the
grant funds, Colio Warren
added. 

Some of the medical equip-
ment to be purchased includes
that for dental, radiology, phar-
macy, ophthalmology and
information technology pur-
poses. There will also be oper-
atory chairs, wheel chairs,
exam curtains, mammography
machines, ultrasound beds,
cameras and computers. 

Non-medical equipment to
be acquired will include lap-
tops, network switches, televi-
sions, and wi-fi appliances.
These items will be used strict-
ly for patient charts, connect-
ing computers to one another
through networks, video con-
ferences and presentations, and
also to manage wireless access
points on a network. All the
equipment purchased is ear-
marked for the new
Dannenberg Drive location,
noted Colio Warren.

Furthering its expansion of
care, Clinicas will also conduct
a program that provides on-the-
job-training at Clinicas that
could result in full-time posi-
tions in Imperial County.

Clinicas will collaborate on
training programs for regis-
tered nurses, phlebotomists,
pharmacy, X-ray techs and the
like with Imperial Valley
College and San Diego State
University, Imperial Valley
Campus in Calexico.
Participants will be allowed to
complete their on-site clinical
hours locally to get their
degree as opposed to going out
of the county.

"Hopefully we can hire
some of them," said Sanders.
"But over the next nine years
we'll help 120 students com-
plete their clinical hours."

The Imperial County
Treasurer-Tax Collector wishes
to advise the public that the
Unsecured Tax Bills for the
Fiscal Year July 1, 2018 thru
June 30, 2019 have been mailed
and may not make reference to
the Tax Year being billed.

For those wishing to view a
version of the bill that references
the Tax Year being billed, please
visit the Treasurer-Tax

Collector’s website and click on
the link to View or Pay Taxes
online https://
common2.mptsweb.com/mbc/im
perial/tax/search.

For further assistance, please
contact the Imperial County
Treasurer-Tax Collector at (442)
265-1270 or visit their office
located at 940 West Main Street,
Suite 106 in El Centro.

Imperial County Unsecured Tax
Bills May Not Have Tax Year Listed

New E.C. Clinicas Medical Facility
Progresses; Federal Grant Helping Fund

New Imperial County Deputy CEO Undaunted By Job's Magnitude
BY WILLIAM ROLLER

The ability to juggle multi-
ple portfolios to obtain grant
funding for vital county servic-
es made Esperanza Colio
Warren the premier choice for
deputy county chief executive
officer.

Previously the county com-
munity and economic develop-
ment director, Colio Warren
was recently named to the new
position by county Chief
Executive Officer Tony
Rouhotas Jr. No one was imme-
diately named to replace her at
community and economic
development.

She joins fellow deputy
CEOs Joe Picazo Jr. (budget-
fiscal) and Andy Horne (renew-
able energy) when she begins
work on Aug. 2. 

"This is actually a new posi-
tion the county created and I'll
be focusing on economic devel-
opment," she said. "I'll examine
how to bring in new business.
So, let's say a company wants

to expand or relocate here. My
job is to coordinate as a liaison
between the company and
county departments this firm
needs to deal with: building
permitting, planning, public
works, workforce development
or

air pollution control."
Colio Warren arrives at the

job with a wealth of experience
working as the community and
economic development manag-
er for the previous 14 years.
Prior to that she worked for the
Imperial Valley Regional
Occupation Program. She
earned bachelor's and master's
degrees from San Diego State
University.

Colio Warren has func-
tioned as the county's major
grant writer, obtaining more
than $40 million she managed
and several additional mil-
lions disbursed to other county
departments. 

In an interview she detailed
some of her grant writing suc-
cesses. 

Over the last two years her

grants helped fund $405,000
for Poe Colonia water and
sewer improvements in north
Brawley, $495,000 for the Palo
Verde water improvements and
$1.5 million for a county Fire
Department and Sheriff's
Office substation in
Winterhaven, which received
an additional $3.5 million from
fire district assessments.

"The county owns the par-
cel of land at that fire station
but they only have a trailer and
temporary canopies to park
their fire engines beneath," she
said. "So we asked why they
didn't have a permanent struc-
ture and they told us they
couldn't afford a facility."

Many of the grant resources
originate from community
development block grants pro-
vided by the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban
Development that disburses
funds to the California
Department of Housing and
Community Development. 

But these are competitive
grants and Colio Warren said

she must do a persuasive job
of selling Imperial County's
primacy. 

"So we sought out opportu-
nities to fully fund the county's
infrastructure needs," she said. 

One of the most recent
CDBG awards was for Niland
public facilities, specifically $5
million for fire station
improvements.

"With that we'll do a very
nice building," stressed Colio
Warren. "But we added an addi-
tional element, a cooling center
(for the public) for a 7,590-
square-foot structure total."

Some of the selling points
she relied upon was the fact
that Niland's demographic is
distinguished by a high per-
centage of poverty-level fami-
lies. Also, there are limited fire
or sheriff services nearby and
the current facility is deterio-
rating.

"We experience extreme
heat here in the summer with
temperatures between 110 and
120 degrees, I told them,"
Colio Warren emphasized.

"Many of our low income are in
danger of heat exhaustion. So
it's important to provide a cool-
ing facility to those who do not
have access to a safe environ-
ment during extreme weather."

Colio Warren will interact
on a daily basis with CEO
Rouhotas, assisting with man-
agement of the counties many
departments. Each department
is well apprised of the chal-
lenges they face, she noted, so
the goal is a matter of coordi-
nating all the services the
departments require, following
protocol and monitoring out-
comes.

"It's increased responsibili-
ty of course," said Colio
Warren. "But my focus is bring-
ing money to the county
through grants and implement
the project so we can provide
services to the community. I'm
a bit nervous but I really love
the job I do, especially when
you see all the people in need
who are helped."
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CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-534
The following persons are conducting
business as:
M E Marketing Services Inc.
251 W. Main St. Ste. G
Brawley, CA 92227
County of Imperial
Mailing Address:
801 E. Birch St. Ste 5
Calexico, CA 92231
Full Name of Registrant:
ME Marketing Services Inc.
251 W. Main St. Ste. G
Brawley, CA 92227
This business conducted by:  A
Corporation
Registrant has not yet commenced to
transact business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above.

I, Declare that all of the information
in this statement is true and correct.
Signature: Matthew Estrada,
President
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County Clerk-
Recorder on: July 19, 2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
July 18, 2023. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal  6003      
Publish: July  26, Aug. 2, 9, 16, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-552
The following person is conducting
business as:
Cookies By Chris
816 E 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Christine Tracy Weekes
816 E. 9th St.
Holtville, CA 92250
This business conducted by:  An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on;
February 1, 2013.
I, Christine Weekes Declare that all

of the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Christine Tracy Weekes,
Owner
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: July 25, 2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
July 24, 2023. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Rebecca Leyva, Deputy
Legal 8779        
Publish: Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2018

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME
STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-516
The following person is conducting
business as:
Corona Estela Family Child Care
10 W Stone Calf Ct.
Heber, CA 92249
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Estela Corona
10 W Stone Calf Ct.
Heber, CA 92249
This business conducted by:  An
Individual
Registrant commenced to transact
business under the Fictitious
Business Name(s) listed above on;
April 12, 2016.
I, Estela Corona Declare that all of

the information in this statement is
true and correct.
Signature: Estela Corona
The filing of this statement does not
of itself authorize the use in this State
or a Fictitious Business Name in
Violation of the Rights of another
under Federal, State or Common
Law.
Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: July 11, 2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires on:
July 10, 2023. A new statement must
be filed prior to the expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6007         
Publish: Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2018

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
FILE NO.:  18-561
The following persons are con-
ducting business as:
Crystal Nails, LLC
1950 S 4th St.
El Centro, CA 92243
County of Imperial
Full Name of Registrant:
Crystal Nails LLC
1950 S 4th St. Ste. 3
El Centro, CA 92243
This business conducted by:  A
Corporation

Registrant has not yet com-
menced to transact business
under the Fictitious Business
Name(s) listed above.
I, Phung Nguyen Declare that all
of the information in this state-
ment is true and correct.
Signature: Phung Ming Nguyen,
Managing Member
The filing of this statement does
not of itself authorize the use in
this State or a Fictitious Business
Name in Violation of the Rights
of another under Federal, State or
Common Law.

Filed with the Imperial County
Clerk-Recorder on: July 27,
2018.
NOTICE:  This statement expires
on: July 26, 2023. A new state-
ment must be filed prior to the
expiration date.
Chuck Storey/County Clerk-
Recorder
Victoria Camarillo, Deputy
Legal 6006        
Publish: Aug. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2018

BY GARY REDFERN

The City of El Centro has
become the second local
agency to petition a state over-
sight agency for relief from
repeated communications out-
ages in the wake of a July 6
service disruption that left
thousands of Imperial County
residents without landline, cel-
lular or Internet service.

El Centro filled out an
online complaint with the state
Public Utilities Commission
after failing to get what it con-
sidered an adequate response
from utility AT&T, said
Heather Johnson, county 911
coordinator and communica-
tions supervisor for the El
Centro Police Department.

The city had contacted
AT&T after a smaller outage in
February, officials said.

AT&T operates the lines
that deliver much of Imperial
County's communications

services. El Centro is seeking
line redundancy to prevent
such outages, Johnson said.

"We feel that the redundan-
cy for the Imperial Valley is
critical. We don't feel (ATT
has) the same sense of
urgency. It's something we'd
like to see done quickly.
They're saying it could take
some time," Johnson
explained. 

She added AT&T stated an
upgrade could take 18 more
months even though the city's
first complaint was about six
months ago concerning the
smaller outage.

Imperial County officials
made a similar request in a
July 16 meeting with the PUC.
As of July 31, the PUC had not
informed the county of any
progress on the request, county
Intergovernmental Relations
Director Rebecca Terrazas-
Baxter stated in a July 31 e-
mail.

The flurry of action is

because knockouts of a hair-
thin fiber optic line in San
Diego County has gut punched
the county with at least four
outages of land-line and cellu-
lar phone service, and Internet
connection, in the last 15 years
or so.

County Chief Executive
Officer Tony Rouhotas Jr.
issued a dire warning if some-
thing is not done: "It's going to
happen again."

He and Johnson explained
AT&T has two lines coming
through San Diego County
along Interstate 8 become that
become one line near Campo
in eastern San Diego County.
From Campo there is only one
line to Imperial County.

The July 6 outage was due
to a wildfire in Alpine that
damaged lines, an AT&T offi-
cial said. Previous outages
were due to another wildfire in
Alpine and a truck knocking
down a utility pole. 

Johnson added that besides

being an inconvenience for
residents and a disruption for
business, communications out-
ages could have deadly conse-
quences.ATT provides the land
line services for the county
911 system and public-safety
dispatch centers, and while the
backup system prevented those
services from being affected
by the July 6 outage, disrup-
tions have happened.

"If you were a customer
who had AT&T and you had an
emergency you wouldn't be
able to call for emergency
services. A few years ago we
lost we lost some (dispatch)
service. It has a huge impact
on our ability to help," she
said.

Johnson added, "(For)
emergency communications
AT&T is our provider. That's
where we want the redundan-
cy."

The 911 system and dis-
patch centers are served by
land lines, Johnson said. 

In more than three weeks
since the July 6 outage the
PUC has had only limited
comment on the matter despite
repeated e-mails from the
Chronicle.

"I'm still waiting to hear
back from my people,"
Christopher Chow, agency
public information officer,
wrote in an Aug. 1 e-mail.

Questions posed by the
Chronicle include how the
agency handles outages and
matters raised through com-
plaints and why a line 100
miles away from Imperial
County could be allowed to
cause a major outage.

AT&T also provided limit-
ed comment stating only that
the fire damaged a line and
repair crews made repairs as
soon as it was safe to. The July
6 outage lasted about 12 hours.
The Alpine fire burned about
500 acres and destroyed
dozens of structures.

El Centro Joins County In Pushing
State For Solution To Outages
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